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Animal Damage Control
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One of the reasons we humans have problems with wildlife is because we are 

moving into their habitat.  We are cutting down the forests they live in, 

plowing down the food they eat.  In order to survive, they have to co-exist with 

us; we need to learn to co-exist with them.

We will look at reptiles, birds, and mammals.



Weôll start off the lecture with reptiles and amphibians.  Please donôt panic at 

the snake pictures!
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Reptiles: 

Most snakes and lizards in our area are not venomous.

Most snakes and lizards are beneficial, because they feed on insects and 

rodents.

Unless positively identified as venomous, please allow all reptiles to live 

unmolested!
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Venomous snakes have a wide, spade-shaped head that is much wider than the 

neck or rest of the body.

Non venomous snakes have a narrower head that is almost same size as 

neck/rest of body.
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Harmless snakes have round pupils (the black part in the center of the eye). 

Poisonous snakes have egg-shaped or cat-like (elliptical) pupils.

Pit. Poisonous snakes in Midwest also have a conspicuous sensory area or pit 

(hence the name "pit viper") on each side of the head. The pit looks somewhat 

like a nostril and helps the snake locate warm-bodied food. It is located about 

midway and slightly below the eye and nostril . Harmless snakes do not have 

pits.
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Copperhead:  venomous

Notice spade shaped head, sensory pits.
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Garter Snake:  non-venomous

No sensory pit, round pupil, head not much wider than body.
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Black rat snake is along, strong-bodies snake ranging from 42 to 72 inches.  

Usually found in rocky hillsides, open woods, dry prairies, and stream valleys.  

Itôs a good climber, and often climbs trees to eat eggs or nesting birds.
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Black King snake is about 35 to 45 inches long. Found in cleared areas that 

have become overgrown, or in fields, clearings or abandoned areas.  Feeds on 

small mammals and other snakes.
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Eastern Garter Snake is very variable in size and color.  Can be 18 to 54 inches 

long, usually has 3 light stripes running lengthwise.  Found in many habitats, 

but prefers moist, grassy areas near water.  Earthworms are itôs primary prey, 

but may also eat other small invertebrates and amphibians.
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Midland Banded Water Snake is often confused with water moccasins.  

Midland Banded Water Snake is about 30 to 40 inches long.  It has a tan or 

brown background with a series of dark bands on the back and sides.  This 

snake is NOT venomous!  It is almost always found in or near water.  Feeds on 

small fish, frogs, toads and salamanders.  
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Cottonmouth:

Venomous, rare.  Reaches lengths of about 30 to 42 inches.  Most adults are 

uniformly dark brown or black with faint or no traces of crossbandson the 

body.  The young are 6 to 11 inches long and have a striped pattern that fades 

with age.  Adults have diagnostic features of the viper family such as a wedge-

shaped head, sensory pits between the eye and nostril, and elliptical ñcat-likeò 

pupils.  Also, cottonmouths have the unique behavior of holding their mouth 

open when threatened. 

Cottonmouths are extremely rare in Indiana. Because of this, they are listed as 

an endangered species. There have been few confirmed sightings of the 

cottonmouth in this state, and all of these have been in one small swamp in 

Dubois County.  Thus, at least in Indiana, cottonmouths can generally  be 

distinguished from other aquatic snakes similar in appearance by geographic 

range alone.  
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Copperhead is a moderately large snake measuring 24 to 36 inches long.  Its 

head is reddish-brown in color, body is tan.  Has a wedge-shaped head, sensory 

pits, and elliptical pupils.  It is venomous!  Found primarily in high, dry, rocky, 

and well-forested areas.  Very secretive, does not like human presence.  Active 

at night, hides under logs and rocks during the day.
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Copperhead close up.  Notice elliptical pupils and sensory pits.
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Five lined skink.  Juveniles have pronounced yellow stripes down body and a 

bright blue tail.  Adult males lose the stripes and turn brown to greenish 

bronze.  Up to 6.5 inches long.  Found on dry, rocky hillsides an stone piles, 

lumber stacks, and home foundations.  

Broad-headed skink is larger, more robust.



Many species of frogs and toads in southern Indiana.  Considered beneficial 

because they eat insects.  Sometimes a problem if get into pools.
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General reptile control:

Culture/sanitation

Remove food source
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Exclusion:  Seal up all windows and holes.  Door sweep.



20

Exclusion from entire property not practical.


