
Managing Insects, Mites and Other Arthropods

This will be a brief look at the science behind insects and their relatives, 

as well as some examples of the different types of damage they can do 

to plants.



What is a pest?



Insects and mites are arthropods.  These are some arthropods you may 

know. 



There are more species of insects than any other group of organisms.  

Over 1 million species known.  Possibly 10,000,000species still 

UNIDENTIFIED.



Very few of the insects we currently run into are considered pests.  Most 

of them are beneficial, or serve no apparent use other than to be part of 

the food chain.  Less than 3% are considered pests.  



Insects can be considered beneficial (to humans) for several major 

reasons.

Important to be able to identify beneficial insects in all their stages, to 

avoid damaging them unintentionally.  


