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Purdue Agriculture Points of Pride
 Teaching/Learning:

· Our highest priority is our students. We have nearly 3,000 undergraduates and graduate students enrolled, studying for a range of careers from park naturalist to molecular biologist. In between, we graduate biologists, medical doctors-to-be, economists, teachers, engineers, communicators and biochemists; all of them connected through the disciplines of food, agriculture and natural resources.
· Consistently 90% of our graduates are employed or continuing their studies within 5 months of graduation.  The starting salary has continued to trend higher.  Our annual career fair continues to attract well over 100 companies.

· We have significantly more applications this year than last.  We continue to have more well prepared students coming to Purdue Agriculture.

· Purdue and Vincennes Univ. have partnered with Ivy Tech to develop 2-year degrees in general agriculture.  One is designed so that most of the courses transfer to Purdue programs, and the other is designed specifically for workforce development.  We hope that these options serve many of our Indiana students who are not interested in or not ready to come to West Lafayette for a 4-year degree, but do want to further their education to prepare for agribusiness opportunities.

· The first class of Leadership Development Certificate Program students will receive their certificates of completion this month.  The Center for Student Achievement and Leadership will begin construction in June and is anticipated to be open by the Spring 2008 semester.

International Activities:
· Agriculture continues to lead the university in study abroad participation. About 23% of Ag students have some kind of international experience during their undergraduate program. This spring and summer we are offering international educational opportunities in Australia, Austria, Costa Rica, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Ireland, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, the United Kingdom, France, Honduras, Ecuador, Italy,  and Trinidad & Tobago.
· A joint Ag and School of Veterinary Medicine program is taking students to northern Kenya to work with Masaai communities who want to develop eco-tourism. The Masaai have traditionally been livestock herders. To develop ecotourism they will need to change the way that they manage and market their cattle. The first vet student on the program just completed a slaughterhouse survey of the parasites found in Kenyan cattle.

· Ag Economics professor Kevin McNamara has spent most of the last three years in Afghanistan helping to rebuild the University of Kabul and the other four universities that grant agriculture degrees. Several Purdue faculty members have traveled to Afghanistan to participate in workshops and other meetings at Kabul University. We are hoping to have a group of young faculty from Afghanistan at Purdue to do MS degrees starting in late 2007. 
· Several Indiana based organizations are working with HIV/AIDS affected people in Southern and Eastern Africa. Most of these HIV/AIDS affected people live on farms and Purdue Agriculture is helping develop extension programs that would help them adapt their farming techniques to fit their health condition. For example, most African farming is very labor intensive. Many of the HIV/AIDS patients can no longer work that hard or long, even if they are being treated with anti-retroviral drugs. Some will need to change enterprises (e.g. poultry instead of dairy) or use labor saving technology. 

Research:

· Purdue Agriculture Extension and Research programs have invested nearly $600,000 to address questions related to the intended and unintended consequences of bioenergy production, increased hog production, hardwoods, etc.  

· Biochemistry professor Steve Broyles has developed model systems to study small pox virus replication and movement in the population.

· Professors Mike Ladisch, Nate Mosier, Miroslav Sedlak, Dr. Nancy Ho, and scientists in Virginia have developed a tactical, mobile bioenergy module that will not only provide some of the energy needs for frontline troops but also protect their identities (because they will not need to bury their food wastes, which gives the enemy information on our troop strengths).

· Horticulture and Landscape Architecture professor David Salt received a federal grant to study ions in plants, such as sodium, potassium and calcium and how they are taken up and regulated in plants, as well as their impact on human heart and muscle diseases.

· Purdue Agriculture researchers are looking at the effects of environmental contaminants in water runoff from CAFOs such as hormones, antibiotics, pesticides, agricultural chemicals as endocrine and other disruptors.
