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IN 4-H Shooting Sports Google Folder

https://bit.ly/in4hshootingsports

▪ Slides from Friday night instructor training 

▪ Resources mentioned during section 1 and 2 of 

this training

▪ 4-H and Shooting Sports Quick Click Links 

document

https://bit.ly/in4hshootingsportsweb

▪ Instructor training information

▪ Coordinator handbook

▪ Resources, documents and additional information
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https://bit.ly/in4hshootingsports
https://bit.ly/in4hshootingsportsweb


Indiana 4-H
Basics



Indiana 4-H Mission and Vision

Indiana 4-H Mission:

• The Indiana 4-H Youth Development mission is to provide real-life 

educational opportunities that develop young people who will have 

a positive impact in their communities and the world.

Indiana 4-H Vision:

• Indiana 4-H Youth Development strives to be the premier, 

community-based program empowering young people to reach 

their full potential.



Indiana 4-H Structure
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4-H Volunteers are an essential part 

of the 4-H Team!

Indiana

County

4-H Volunteer

https://extension.purdue.edu/about/county-office.html

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.846408678741202&type=3

https://extension.purdue.edu/about/county-office.html
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.846408678741202&type=3


Volunteer Expectations

▪ Create a safe and welcoming environment for all 

youth.

▪ Abide by and enforce all state and national 4-H 

policies and procedures. 

▪ Organize and delivery engaging and age-

appropriate educational activities.

▪ Help spark youth's interests, help them learn and 

build life skills.
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https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=832244448940889&set=a.829927982505869

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=832244448940889&set=a.829927982505869


Volunteer Qualifications/Requirements

▪ Annual enrollment and approval before assuming 
volunteer duties. 

▪ Adhere to the 4-H Adult Behavioral Expectations.

▪ Coordinators and Instructors must be at least 21 years 
old and at least 4 years older than the oldest youth 
participant. 

▪ Associate Instructors may be 18 years old and no 
longer a 4-H Member.  Must work under the direct physical 
supervision of a certified 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor in the 
discipline until they are 21 years old as of October 1st.

▪ Respond to requests from the local 4-H Educator 
and/or Shooting Sports Coordinator in a timely fashion.
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=890449139787086&set=a.464929952339009

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=890449139787086&set=a.464929952339009


Volunteer Role Descriptions and Compliance Statements
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New in 4-H Online this year!



Indiana 4-H Volunteer 
Reminders



Contact your County 4-H Educator

▪ Prior to using the clover. (Name and Emblem usage)

▪ When preparing an event that includes food, is out 

of county or an overnight event. (Youth Protection)

▪ Prior to conducting a fundraiser. (Name and Emblem usage)

▪ For Inclusion and Accommodation support.

▪ If there are any adult or youth behavioral issues that 

need to be addresses. (Adult Behavioral Expectations and Youth 

Behavioral Expectations)

▪ For support/assistance with financial and other 

reporting requirements.



Supervision of Youth

• Always have at least two (2) approved 4-H 

Volunteers with the group

• Adults should not be alone in a room (or car) with a 

4-H member that is unrelated to them

• Ratio for adults: youth 
Participant Age Number of Staff Day-Only 

Participants

Overnight 

Participants

<= 5 years 1 6 5

6-8 years 1 8 6

9-14 years 1 10 8

15-18 years 1 12 10

National 4-H Flickr Photos



Risk Management and Insurance

• Liability for employees & volunteers working 

within the scope of their duties – Purdue 

• Accident/injury for 4-H members and 

approved volunteers – 4-H; Special Activities 

• Equipment and property – County 

responsibility – what coverage do you have in 

place?

• Auto – Personal vehicle policy

• Range – Property owner, Purdue Certificate of 

Insurance
https://pdunow.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Risk-Avoid-Transfer-Accept-600x400.jpg

https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/about/policies-and-procedures/9-risk-management.html

https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/about/policies-and-procedures/9-risk-management.html


Accidents & Incidents

• Have a first aid kit at all 4-H meetings, activities and 

events (recommended)

• Have First Aid and CPR certified volunteers (optional)

• Provide (using Universal Precautions) or arrange 

medical care for accidents/injuries as needed

• Report accident/incident to 4-H Shooting Sports 

Coordinator and 4-H Extension Educator

• Assist in completion of Accident/Incident Report Form

Accident- physical injury, medical emergency, illness

Incident- behavior, altercation, etc.

IN 4-H Flickr Photos



Youth Protection and Reporting

• By state law, each adult is 

obligated to report 

suspected child abuse or 

neglect.

• Abuse- physical, emotional, 

sexual, etc.

o Harm, 

manipulation, coercion, 

etc.

• Neglect- lack of care

If you witness it/active 
situation

call 911

follow up with 4-H 
Educator

assist with additional 
reporting steps

If you are told/not active 
situation

notify Educator

assist with additional 
reporting steps



Indiana 4-H Shooting 
Sports



Policy Statement

• All Indiana 4-H Shooting Sports programs must have a 

certified 4-H Shooting Sports Coordinator.

• All 4-H shooting activities must be directly supervised 

by a certified Indiana 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor, 

teaching in only the discipline in which he/she holds 

certification.

https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/volunteer/resources-and-development/shooting-

sports-volunteer-resources.html

Handbook, pg. 10 & 11



4-H Meetings, Activities and Events

• Should be fun and educational

• Provide youth leadership roles

• Include year-round opportunities

• Review safety guidelines at ALL range meetings

• One (1) safety meeting may be required in 4-H Shooting 

Sports.

• Safety meeting agenda must be approved, followed, and on 

file with Coordinator and 4-H Educator

• Offer multiple dates and/or delivery options whenever 

possible

Note: Hunter Education (IDNR) may be recommended, but may 

not be required

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10245498842

60413&type=3

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1024549884260413&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1024549884260413&type=3


Policy Statement

Prohibited activities:

– Arranging or conducting hunting activities with 4-H members

– Tree climbing or activities involving tree stands 

(instruction about this topic may be led by Outdoor Skills instructors)

– Reloading of firearm cartridges and shells
– For safety reasons, cartridges and shells should be purchased from authorized 

manufacturers who apply industry standards in the manufacturing and loading 

process (except muzzleloaders, of course).

– Simulated combat sports

– Reactive targets

Handbook, pg. 10 & 11, 15



Certification Workshop

▪ Spring and Fall – all disciplines 
▪ Spring and Fall – Coordinator training
▪ Ross Camp
▪ Coordinated by Indiana DNR and State 4-H Shooting 

Sports Instructors, http://inhea.com/
▪ Friday night through Sunday afternoon

• Basics of 4-H, Shooting Sports, & teaching techniques 
• Discipline sessions 
• Practicums 
• Review and feedback

▪ 2025 Dates
• April 4-6, 2025

• September 5-7, 2025

Handbook, pg. 7

http://inhea.com/


County Shooting 
Sports Programs

Coordinator and Educator 
Responsibilities



Coordinator Responsibilities

• Work closely with the county 4-H Youth Extension Educator.

• Coordinate the county 4-H Shooting Sports program.

• List all activities on the county 4-H Unit Activity Report Form.

• Submit an annual financial report and have the finances audited every five 

years (and whenever there is a new treasurer).

• Complete the annual IRS filing requirements by May 15.

• Assist the 4-H Educator in keeping current documentation of firearm 

inventory, range plans, certified instructor list, member list.

• Indiana 4-H Shooting Sports Inventory Worksheet completed annually by October 1 

and updated throughout the year as needed.

Handbook, pg. 8



4-H Youth Extension Educator Responsibilities

Guidance and 
coordination of the 

county 4-H 
program

Working with the 
State 4-H Office

Volunteer 
screening, 

references, and 
placement

Sending potential 
Shooting Sports 

volunteers to 
certification 
workshops

Submitting required 
compliance 

statement and 
range plans to the 
State  4-H Office

Requests for 
Certificate of 

Insurance (RM 02)

Handbook, pg. 17, 106



Range Plans

• County 4-H Educator has access to all 

county range plans.

• Work with your County 4-H Educator 

to review current range plans and 

update as needed.

• Submit new ranges plans as needed 

prior to using a new range.

• https://bit.ly/in4hshootingsportsweb

Approval is required before a range is used.

Handbook, pg. 44

https://bit.ly/in4hshootingsportsweb


Shooting Sports Inventory

▪ Complete and submit an 

inventory at the start and 

end of the shooting 

season.

▪ Equipment details, 

identification and location 

are required. 

▪ County 4-H Educator may 

have additional 

requirements/requests.

24



Equipment Storage
• Must be in a locked/secure location accessible only to approved and 

authorized 4-H Volunteers and 4-H Extension Educator.

• Common locations include: 

• locked safe/trailer on fairgrounds

• range where 4-H Shooting Sports activities occur

• local law enforcement facilities

• approved 4-H Shooting Sports Volunteers’ property

• IF firearms or other 4-H Shooting Sports equipment are stored at an approved 

4-H Shooting Sports Volunteers’ property, a letter listing the items that are 

stored there and certifying that the property owner’s insurance company know 

about these items is required. (Template provided.)

Handbook, pg. 27-29



Questions?

• Dave Osborne, 4-H Extension Educator

E-mail: osbornda@purdue.edu

Phone: (812) 689-6511

• Jamie Morris, 4-H Extension Volunteer 

Specialist

E-mail: morri688@purdue.edu

Phone: (765) 496-9154
Thank You!

mailto:osbornda@purdue.edu
mailto:morri688@purdue.edu
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