
Welcome, July!

2025 Purdue Small Farm Education Field Day, West Lafayette, IN 
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July is a busy month for Indiana farmers as the growing season reaches its peak. Specialty crop growers are
often focused on irrigation, fertility management, and harvest of early- and mid-season crops, while
continuing succession plantings for fall production. With high temperatures and increased sun, crops
can grow rapidly and become stressed, which makes regular field scouting important.

Weed control remains a priority, and producers should continue monitoring for insects, diseases, and other
issues that can impact crops. Hot, humid conditions can create favorable environments for pests and
diseases, so timely management decisions can help prevent larger problems as harvest ramps up.

High tunnels and greenhouses require close attention to ventilation and irrigation as summer heat peaks,
alongside active harvest management. Blueberries, brambles, and other small fruits are in full swing.
Growers should remain alert to weather challenges, including heavy rainfall, hail, drought stress, and
periods of extreme heat.

Purdue Extension will be hosting field days, workshops, and on-farm demonstrations throughout the
summer. These events offer great opportunities to learn about current research, see new practices in action,
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and connect with fellow producers. Watch your local Extension newsletters and social media updates for
upcoming events and registration details.

As always, Purdue Extension is here to support Indiana farmers with research-based information and
practical resources. Stay connected, monitor crop conditions closely, and don't hesitate to reach out to your
local Extension office with questions throughout the growing season.

Nathan Shoaf 

Assistant Program Leader | Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Urban Agriculture Specialist | Diversified Farming and Food Systems  

Purdue University Cooperative Extension Services ﻿
 

  

2026 Purdue Fruit and Vegetable Field Day

Join Purdue Extension and the Department of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture for the annual Fruit
and Vegetable Field Day. This hands-on educational event connects fruit and vegetable growers, Extension
educators, and industry professionals with the latest Purdue specialty crop research through field
demonstrations and expert-led sessions covering high tunnel production systems, pollinator management,
soil health strategies, and weed and pest control methods.

Attendees will learn directly from Purdue specialists, network with fellow producers, and discover practical
solutions — whether that's a new variety, a refined production practice, or a new connection with others in
the field.

Questions about the event may be directed to Lori Jolly-Brown at ljollybr@purdue.edu.

mailto:ljollybr@purdue.edu


Event Details

Date: Thursday, July 16, 2026
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. ET
Location: Meigs Horticulture Research Farm (Throckmorton Purdue Agricultural Center), 9101 S. 100
E., Lafayette, Indiana
Cost: $48 (includes lunch from Great Harvest Bread Co.)
Full agenda available after May 1 at vegcropshotline.org/purdue-fruit-and-vegetable-field-day

Register Here

 

  

2026 Purdue Small Farm Education Field Day

Join Purdue Extension and the Department of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture, in partnership with
the Purdue Student Farm, for the annual Small Farm Education Field Day. This hands-on learning event
brings together small farm operators and urban growers from across Indiana for demonstrations and
presentations on flower production, high tunnel production and management, integrated pest
management, food safety, and vertical container farming.

The day's structure is designed to foster exchange of practical knowledge and relationship-building —
organizers note that attendees regularly return home and put new techniques to work on their own farms
and gardens.

Questions about the event may be directed to Lori Jolly-Brown at ljollybr@purdue.edu or 765-494-1296.

Event Details

Date: Thursday, July 23, 2026
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. ET (registration 8:00–9:00 a.m.)
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Location: Purdue Student Farm, 1491 Cherry Lane, West Lafayette, Indiana
Cost: $48 (lunch not included; a food truck will be on-site)
Full agenda available after May 1 at vegcropshotline.org/purdue-small-farm-field-day﻿

Register Here

 

  

2026 National Walnut Council Annual Meeting

https://maillinks.purdue.edu/t/49727906/1732961957/110019757/0/122736/?x=3b4deee3
https://maillinks.purdue.edu/t/49727906/1732961957/108958413/0/122736/?x=cfd974e1


Join Purdue Extension and the National Walnut Council for an immersive learning experience focused on
forest management in Warsaw, Indiana, a region known for its glacial lakes and one of the largest Amish
communities in the United States. Participants will gain valuable insights from forestry experts, engage in
hands-on learning opportunities, and connect with professionals and landowners interested in sustainable
forest management and walnut production.

For additional information about the meeting and program activities, visit the National Walnut Council
website.

Event Details

Dates: July 26–28, 2026
Location: Warsaw, IN
More Information: https://walnutcouncil.org/events/annual-meeting/

Register Here

 

  

Harmonized GAP Cost-Share Certification Program

The Indiana State Department of Agriculture is thrilled to partner with Purdue's Safe Produce Indiana to
launch a Harmonized GAP Cost-Share Certification Program.

This initiative helps Indiana growers reduce the financial burden of obtaining Harmonized GAP certification,
supporting on-farm food safety and expanding market opportunities.

To learn more or express interest in participating, complete the interest form below.

Questions may be directed to Dr. Amanda Deering (adeering@purdue.edu) or Caroline Patrick
(cpatrick@isda.in.gov).

Program Details

https://maillinks.purdue.edu/t/49727906/1732961957/92028211/0/122736/?x=7dabb056
https://maillinks.purdue.edu/t/49727906/1732961957/109636189/0/122736/?x=03f139b4
mailto:adeering@purdue.edu
mailto:cpatrick@isda.in.gov


Partners: Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) & Purdue's Safe Produce Indiana
Purpose: Cost-share support for Harmonized GAP certification

Register Here

 

  

2026 Appropriate Technology Field Day

The Organic Association of Kentucky (OAK), the University of Kentucky's Center for Crop Diversification (UK
CCD), and the Kentucky Horticulture Council (KHC) are hosting an Appropriate Technology Field Day at the
UK Horticulture Farm in Lexington.

The day will feature educational sessions, field demonstrations, and a trade show highlighting transplant
production systems in the greenhouse and walk-behind and tractor-mounted seeding and transplanting
tools in the field. There will be ample opportunity to observe equipment up close and running, compare
options, and try various tools. 

Lunch is included with your ticket and will feature local food from The Food Connection.

Event Details

Date: August 25, 2026
Location: UK Horticulture Farm, Lexington, Kentucky

Register Here
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The Indiana Flock Exchange

Presented by the Indiana Sheep Association and Sheep and Wool Checkoff, this workshop series is led by
Purdue's new Small Ruminant Extension Specialist, Coro Reibnoit. Taking place in three different regions of
the state during three different months in 2026, these sheep health workshops will focus on parasites and
other current sheep health concerns.

Event Highlights

Discounted FAMACHA Training — get certified in FAMACHA, a $30 registration value included in your
$10 registration fee. Learn to spot the signs of anemia in sheep indicating parasites and recover the
materials you'll need to practice FAMACHA in your flock, reducing your chance of parasite resistance.
Indiana Board of Animal Health on current sheep health issues — a representative from BOAH will be
speaking at each event on health issues impacting sheep specifically in the Hoosier State.



Experienced Producer Panel — hear from experienced producers in the region about their flock health
experiences and connect with fellow shepherds during dinner.

Cost: $10 per person, includes dinner

Questions about the event may be directed to executive@indianasheep.com or 317-607-5664.

Event Dates and Locations

Sunday, July 26, 2026 — Creighton Hall of Animal Sciences, Purdue West Lafayette Campus
Sunday, September 13, 2026 — Southern Indiana Purdue Ag Center
Sunday, November 22, 2026 — Pinney Purdue Ag Center

Register Here
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Corridors Through the Corn Belt: Field Day at Bundle Sticks Farm

Small changes on your land can create big wins for Indiana wildlife! Thoughtful habitat planning can
improve soil resilience, protect water resources, support native species, and contribute to long-term land
protection.

Join us for an informative field day focused on pollinators and wildlife habitat, hosted by Bundle Sticks Farm
and American Farmland Trust, with generous support from Nina Mason Pulliam Trust.

Presentations from Pollinator Partnership, Harrison County Soil & Water Conservation District, and Help the
Hellbender will discuss native seed selection, soil health and water quality, and how to protect one of our
region's most unique species, the Eastern Hellbender.



We will wrap up the day with a farm tour and see habitat practices in action.

The event is free, but registration is required. An informal lunch will follow, and each attendee will receive a
free native plant.

Warmly, 

Anna Sekine, Midwest Farmland Associate

Event Details

Date: July 27, 2026
Time: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. ET (informal lunch to follow)
Location: Bundle Sticks Farm, 7601 Hess Jawtak Rd NE, Lanesville, IN 47136
Cost: Free

Register Here

 

  

Farmland Succession Cafés 
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Join this monthly virtual series to build peer networks and learn about succession basics, community land
trust models, long-term land protection options, and more. Presented by ADM and American Farmland
Trust.

Event Details

Format: Monthly virtual series
Start Date: July 29, 2026
Time: 9:00–9:50 a.m. CT / 10:00–10:50 a.m. ET

Register Here

 

  

Farm to School: Local Beef Webinar

USDA FNS will host a webinar on local beef featuring guest speakers from the USDA Food Safety and
Inspection Service and Maconaquah Community Schools in Indiana. The webinar will cover effective
strategies for incorporating local beef into school meal programs and regulatory requirements for safely
processing and serving local meat and will showcase a successful student-led meat program from
Maconaquah schools.

Guest speakers will participate in a live panel and Q&A session and will share helpful resources, tools, and
tips to support schools in implementing or enhancing local beef initiatives.

Event Details

Date: August 3, 2026
Time: 2:00–3:00 p.m. ET
Format: Webinar

For registration information, please contact the Farm to School Team at SM.FN.FarmToSchool@usda.gov

Contact Here
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Virtual MarketReady Producer Training

Local food producers interested in selling to restaurants, grocery stores, schools, or wholesale distributors
can join the virtual MarketReady Producer Training this August. Participants will learn how to meet buyer
expectations and prepare their businesses for new market opportunities.

The Indiana State Department of Agriculture is helping cover registration for eligible applicants.
Contact sspeedy@purdue.edu or 765-543-1230 to check eligibility before registering.

Limited to 30 participants.

Event Details

Dates: August 4, 11, and 18, 2026 (3 sessions)
Time: 7:00–8:30 p.m. ET
Format: Virtual (Zoom)
Cost: $50 (may be covered for eligible applicants — see above)
Registration deadline: July 28, 2026

Register Here
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Vermillion County Diverse Farm Tour

Save the date for Vermillion County's Indiana Diverse Farm Tour! This free tour will visit Royer Farm Fresh
and Tarquini's Fresh Produce, showcasing livestock, produce, cut flowers, and more, with a focus on
management, marketing, and networking strategies. All are welcome to explore opportunities for
diversification!

Agenda

Morning: Royer Farm Fresh, Clinton — beef, pork, lamb, and chicken production from farm to
consumer; meat sales topics including butcher shop relations, pricing, and paperwork
Lunch: Vermillion County 4-H Community Building, Cayuga Park — marketing diverse ag products
Afternoon: Tarquini's Fresh Produce, Perrysville — home-grown tomato production, including
washing, sorting, and cooling; how the farm has diversified into cucumbers, peppers, cut flowers, and



more

Event Details

Date: August 4, 2026
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Cost: Free
Registration deadline: July 29, 2026
Accommodation/dietary/interpreter requests due: July 22, 2026

Registration information is coming soon. To register or ask questions, contact the Vermillion County
Extension Office at 765-492-5330 or cox119@purdue.edu (Phil Cox, Purdue Extension).

Note: anyone under 18 must be accompanied by a parent/guardian.
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2026 Northern Indiana Organic Field Day

The Northern Indiana Organic Field Day returns in 2026, hosted by IMS Dairy in Nappanee, Indiana. The
event features organic, low-till weed management strategies from Eugene Law of Ohio State University, a
session on cow/calf health in organic systems from Dr. Jan Gawthrop of CalfCare, and a panel of expert
farmers discussing weed management and other challenges in organic grains and forages as they relate to
dairy systems. There's something for everyone! 

Register for this free event by July 29 to secure your lunch. Registration can be completed online or by
calling the Elkhart County Extension Office at 574-533-0554.

Event Details



Date: August 5, 2026
Location: IMS Dairy, Nappanee, Indiana
Cost: Free
Registration deadline: July 29, 2026 (to guarantee lunch)

Register Here

 

  

2026 Broomcorn Field Day

For small and diversified farmers, curious grain farmers, and crafters: join the Indiana Organic Network for a
field day exploring a novel crop for organic transition — broomcorn. Hosted by the farmers and crafters at
Bundle Sticks Farm, attendees will get to know this unique, high-value variety of Sorghum bicolor and learn
how it is suited to preparing land for organic production while increasing the domestic supply of broom-
making materials. 

Bundle Sticks Farm is a small, diversified farm focused on raising crafting materials, including broomcorn,
cut flowers, willow, sheep, and native plants.

This event is free to attend and lunch will be provided! We appreciate SARE's support of this work through
the Farmer Rancher grant program.

Visit the Indiana Organic Network events page for more
information: https://extension.purdue.edu/anr/_teams/dffs/organic_ag/ion/ion-events.html

Questions may be directed to 765-496-6362.

Event Details

Date: Monday, August 10, 2026 (rain date: August 17, 2026)
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Location: Bundle Sticks Farm, 7601 Hess Jawtak Rd NE, Lanesville, IN 47136
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Cost: Free (lunch provided)

Register Here

 

  

Summer in the Cities Buyers Mission

Indiana food and beverage companies are invited to join Food Export USA's Summer in the Cities Buyers
Mission in Indianapolis. Meet with 17+ international buyers seeking U.S. products and explore your export
potential without leaving the state.

Why Participate

One-on-one, pre-scheduled meetings with vetted international buyers
Onsite consultations with Food Export's In-Market Representatives
Networking lunch included
Proven results: $9.72M in sales generated through this event in 2025
Even if your company doesn't generate immediate sales, it's a valuable chance to explore your
product's global potential
Exclusive ISDA assistance leading up to the event to help companies feel prepared for their meetings

Products of Interest: snacks, beverages (alcoholic & non-alcoholic), ready meals, oils/fats, nuts, dairy
products, meat products, sauces, spices, confectionery, and more.
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Questions about the event may be directed to ISDA International Trade Director Megan Bixler
at MeBixler@isda.in.gov.

Event Details

Date: August 12, 2026
Location: Hilton Garden Inn, Indianapolis
Cost: $400 per company

Register Here

 

  

Food Sourcing & Operations Conference: The Power of Partnerships

Join Fresh Connect Central for the Food Sourcing & Operations Conference, centered on The Power of
Partnerships and the momentum created when people come together with a shared purpose. This three-
day experience brings leaders into the same room to exchange ideas, learn from one another, and spark
new possibilities across food sourcing and operations.

Designed to be open, engaging, and experience-driven, the conference blends hands-on learning with
meaningful connections. Space is limited.

Who Should Attend

Designed for food bank leaders and hunger relief professionals. Breakout sessions are organized around
four focus tracks:

Sourcing to Support Programs
Operations & Logistics
Innovation & Technology
Funding the Mission

Schedule Highlights

Tuesday, Aug. 18: optional food bank tour at Gleaners Food Bank (2 p.m.), followed by a welcome
reception at the Westin
Wednesday, Aug. 19 – Thursday, Aug. 20: official conference programming
Wednesday evening: night out at the Indianapolis Indians AAA baseball game

Event Details

Dates: August 18–20, 2026

mailto:MeBixler@isda.in.gov
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Location: The Westin Indianapolis (host hotel and conference hub)
Cost: Free to attend (travel and lodging are attendees' responsibility)
Attire: Casual (organizational apparel encouraged)
Hotel room rate: $209/night plus taxes and parking; reservations due by July 24, 2026

Register Here

 

  

Hydroponic Crop Production Workshop

The workshop is a perfect opportunity to learn about hydroponic crop production for home and
commercial-scale operations, taught by experienced Purdue faculty.

Lunch/snacks provided
Parking is free
Registration closes September 13 at midnight

Questions about the event may be directed to Lori Jolly-Brown at 765-494-1296 or ljollybr@purdue.edu.

Event Details

Date: Saturday, September 19, 2026
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Location: Department of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture Greenhouse Complex, 625
Agriculture Mall Drive, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN 47907
Cost: $60 per person
Registration deadline: September 13, 2026 (midnight)
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Register Here

 

  

New digital agriculture course launched 

Agriculture is evolving rapidly, and Purdue University’s College of Agriculture is helping professionals keep
pace with a new 100% online Digital Agriculture course. Designed for agricultural input suppliers,
equipment dealers, educators, growers, and anyone eager to expand their understanding of modern
farming, this 10-module program explores how precision farming, data, AI, and automation are reshaping
the way food, feed and fiber are produced. From learning GPS guidance systems to data-driven decision
making, participants gain the skills needed to navigate today’s technology-rich landscape. As farms face
tight margins and increasing demands for efficiency, this course provides the knowledge to stay ahead.

Learn More Here
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2026 Urban Food Systems Symposium: Cultivating Communities, Cities, and Food Systems

Join researchers, educators, nonprofit professionals, government leaders, and food systems practitioners
from across the United States and around the world for the 2026 Urban Food Systems Symposium. This
multi-day event provides a unique opportunity to share knowledge, explore emerging research, and engage
in discussions that advance urban food systems.

The symposium welcomes a wide range of abstract submissions, including academic research, policy-
focused work, educational initiatives, and programmatic innovations. Whether you are conducting research,
developing community programs, or shaping policy, this event offers a platform to exchange ideas and build
meaningful connections.

Questions about the symposium may be directed to UFSS@ksu.edu.

Event Details

Dates: September 14–17, 2026
Location: Kansas City, Missouri
Theme: Cultivating Communities, Cities, and Food Systems

Register Here
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We’re pleased to announce that Purdue Extension will host the Indiana Horticulture and Small Farm
Conference in January 2027. Please mark your calendars for January 26–28 in Danville, Indiana.

Our planning committee has already begun organizing the conference, and we would greatly appreciate your
input. We welcome your suggestions for speakers, topics, panels, and more. Our goal is to ensure this
conference meets the needs of Indiana’s growers, so please take a moment to complete the survey and share
what would be most helpful to you.

Do you enjoy speaking? Have you conducted on-farm research or implemented an innovative practice that
has made a positive impact? If so, we encourage you to nominate yourself as a speaker.﻿

Click Here for the Survey

 

  

Facts for Fancy Fruit is a newsletter for commercial and advanced amateur fruit growers. It
provides timely information on weather conditions, production practices, pest and disease
control, and other topics likely to be of interest to fruit growers. 
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Subscribe Here

 

  

The Vegetable Crops Hotline is a newsletter for commercial vegetable growers that the
Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service prepares. The newsletter aims to
bring timely information to vegetable growers between February and October. ﻿

Subscribe Here

 

  

Share your Scenes from Diversified Farming and Food Systems in Indiana 

Do you have photos that capture the unique aspects of Indiana’s agricultural
production or food distribution systems? We would love for you to share them with
us! Your photos could help shine a light on underrepresented facets of the industry
and will be used by the DFFS staff and Purdue Agricultural Communications in
materials such as newsletters, promotional content for programs like Market Ready,
the Small Farm Conference, field days, and more. 

You can share your photos either through this link or by utilizing the QR code
below. The photo size limit is 16MB. 

We will attribute all photos we utilize. Thanks in advance for sharing the breadth
and diversity of agricultural production in Indiana. 
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Share Here

 

  

CONNECT WITH US

Click Here to Visit the Purdue DFFS Website

 

  

Purdue University prohibits discrimination against any member of the
University community on the basis of race, religion, color, sex, age,
national origin or ancestry, genetic information, marital status, parental
status, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, disability, or
status as a veteran.﻿
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