
Welcome, March!

Sugar Creek Farm Market, Franklin, IN 

 

March marks an important transition for Indiana farmers as winter planning shifts into active
spring preparation. This is the time to review soil test results and finalize nutrient management
plans, calibrate application equipment, inspect high tunnels and irrigation systems, and begin
seeding early-season crops. Orchard and small fruit growers are pruning and monitoring for
overwintering pests. It is also a good point in the season to revisit enterprise budgets, evaluate
input costs, and refine marketing strategies to ensure your operation is positioned for a
productive year. 

 

We encourage you to join us for the 2026 Indiana Horticulture Conference and Small
Farm Conference, held March 3–5 at the Hendricks County Fairgrounds in Danville,
IN. This annual gathering brings together farmers, Extension educators, and industry partners
from across the state to share practical production strategies,  timely  research updates, pest
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and disease management insights, and business development ideas. The
conference  provides  valuable opportunities to connect with peers, ask questions specific to
your operation, and strengthen your farm with tools and knowledge that can be
applied immediately during the growing season. 

 

As we move further into spring, remember that Purdue Extension  remains  committed to
supporting farmers with research-based information and hands-on programming. Be mindful of
upcoming USDA and conservation program deadlines, explore cost-share and grant
opportunities early, and watch for local Extension announcements about workshops, field days,
and trainings in the months ahead! 

 

 

 

Nathan Shoaf 

Assistant Program Leader | Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Urban Agriculture Specialist | Diversified Farming and Food Systems  

Purdue University Cooperative Extension Services 

 

  



Register Here
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Survey
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Sign Up Here
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Join us for a FREE, hands-on Cleaning & Sanitation Workshop to strengthen your farm’s food
safety practices and prepare for audits! 

March 25, 1:00–5:00 EST 

Tuttle Orchards– Greenfield, IN 

Learn from #PurdueExtension about: 

Cleaning & sanitizing basics (wash/pack areas, sanitizer dilution, etc) 



Regulatory requirements for produce safety 
Writing SSOPs & recordkeeping for third-party audits 
Proper water sample collection (hands-on) 

Build practical, farm-ready skills that protect public health, improve efficiency, and build buyer
confidence. 

Free to attend — registration required ﻿

Register Here
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Veterans in Farming State Meeting 

March 28 at the Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel 

More info at vetsinfarming.com 

More Info Here

 

  

Register Here
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Join eOrganic for a webinar on challenges in breeding tomatoes, with the ideal combination of
great flavor and disease resistance! It takes place on March 24, 2026, at 11AM Pacific, 12 PM

Mountain, 1PM Central, and 2PM Eastern Time.  

Register Here
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Survey Here
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Fundamentals of Farming with Horses Workshop 

The Sustainable Horticulture Lab at Purdue University together with Old Capitol Farm and
Burgess Draft Logging and Lumber bring you a hands-on introductory workshop on the
fundamentals of farming with horses - from handling to harnessing to hitching.  

April 11th 2026. 8:00am - 5:00pm  

Location: Corydon, IN  

Cost: $15/person 

Local lunch provided by Singing Trees' Keep. 

This workshop is limited to 10 people.  

To register email mbilenky@purdue.edu. ﻿
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To register email mbilenky@purdue.edu. ﻿

 

  

The Rural Grocery Initiative is excited to co-host the 2026 Summit with two organizations that have a long
history of supporting rural grocers in their states: the University of Minnesota Extension Regional
Sustainable Development Partnerships (RSDP) and the North Dakota Association of Rural Electric
Cooperatives (NDAREC). 
 
The National Rural Grocery Summit, hosted every other year, is the premier networking and resource-
sharing venue for independent grocers and rural food access stakeholders. It brings together grocery store
owners and managers, community leaders, food suppliers, academic researchers, healthy food access
stakeholders, policy makers, and funders to connect and share lessons learned. The event is focused on
sustaining locally-owned rural grocery stores and improving access to healthy food in rural communities. ﻿

Register Here

 

  

Facts for Fancy Fruit is a newsletter for commercial and advanced amateur fruit growers. It
provides timely information on weather conditions, production practices, pest and disease
control, and other topics likely to be of interest to fruit growers. 

Subscribe Here
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The Vegetable Crops Hotline is a newsletter for commercial vegetable growers that the
Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service prepares. The newsletter aims to
bring timely information to vegetable growers between February and October. ﻿

Subscribe Here
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The Indiana State Department of Agriculture is gathering feedback on how Hoosiers
shop local and support Indiana food and farm businesses. Share your voice by taking the survey
and passing it along to your community. 

Questions:  

CAROLINE PATRICK | Indiana Grown Program Director 

Indiana State Department of Agriculture 

Email: cpatrick@isda.in.gov 

Share Here

 

  

National Urban Extension Conference 2026 

The conference will be held May 11–14, 2026, at The Westin Book Cadillac (1114 Washington
Boulevard) in Detroit, Michigan. This year’s theme, Driving Innovation Ahead, highlights a
continued commitment to advancing research, professional development, and innovative
strategies that serve urban, suburban, and peri-urban communities. 

NUEC brings together Extension professionals from all program areas to share emerging
research, explore best practices, and strengthen collaboration across urban and rural systems.
The program includes workshops, presentations, and Urban Extension Field
Tours showcasing applied learning throughout Detroit. 

Registration for NUEC 2026 is now available, with the following rate structure: 

·                Early Bird (through March 9, 2026): $650 

·                Regular (March 10 – April 26, 2026): $700 

·                Onsite: $750 

·                Student: $425 ﻿
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Register Here

 

  

The Planning Committee for the 2026 Urban Food Systems Symposium invites you
to submit an abstract for consideration as an oral or poster presentation. Abstracts are due
March 4th, 2026. 

The 2026 symposium will be held September 14-17 in Kansas City, Missouri. The theme of
the symposium is "Cultivating Communities, Cities, and Food Systems." 

This multi-day symposium brings together a national and international audience of academics,
non-profit professionals, government officials, and research-oriented experts to share and gain
knowledge on urban food systems. We welcome and encourage a wide variety of abstracts –
whether they be academic, policy-oriented, educational or program-specific. 

If you have questions, you can reach us at UFSS@ksu.edu   

Click for More Information

 

  

Share your Scenes from Diversified Farming and Food Systems in Indiana 
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Do you have photos that capture the unique aspects of Indiana’s agricultural
production or food distribution systems? We would love for you to share them with
us! Your photos could help shine a light on underrepresented facets of the industry
and will be used by the DFFS staff and Purdue Agricultural Communications in
materials such as newsletters, promotional content for programs like Market Ready,
the Small Farm Conference, field days, and more. 

You can share your photos either through this link or by utilizing the QR code
below. The photo size limit is 16MB. 

We will attribute all photos we utilize. Thanks in advance for sharing the breadth
and diversity of agricultural production in Indiana. 

Share Here

 

  

CONNECT WITH US

Click Here to Visit the Purdue DFFS Website

 

  

Purdue University prohibits discrimination against any member of the
University community on the basis of race, religion, color, sex, age,
national origin or ancestry, genetic information, marital status, parental
status, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, disability, or
status as a veteran.﻿
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