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1. Structural differences are important to understand with beef. Find the proper name for

these structural problems:

A. ____________________ When viewing the hind legs from the rear, the hocks 
are turned inward or are placed close together,  
causing the toes to turn outward. 

B. ____________________ When viewing the rear legs from the side, the hock  
has too much angle or set, causing the animal to 
stand too far underneath itself. Often these animals 
will droop excessively from hooks to pins. 

C. ____________________ The hock has too little angle or set. The animal is too 
straight through the joint, resulting in stiff, restricted 
movement because of lack of flexibility.  

2. When evaluating breeding cattle, several important characteristics must be examined.
Traits that contribute to volume and capacity include the following:
A. __________________________________________________________________

B. __________________________________________________________________

C. __________________________________________________________________

D. __________________________________________________

E. U__________________________________________________________________

F. __________________________________________________________________

3. If you were buying breeding heifers, you would need to pay attention to structural
correctness. You should look for animals that have the following characteristics:
A. _________________________________________________________________

B. _________________________________________________________________

C. _______________________________________ 

D. _________________________________________________________________

E. ___________________________________________ 

F. _______________________________________________________________

4. A heifer 's  is more important than her  when deciding 

breeding time. She should weigh  of her mature body weight at the onset 

of . 



Answers to these questions can be found in the “Beef Resource Handbook” 4-H 117R 

5. Match the answers. Draw an arrow to match word with the answers.

18 – 21 days A heifer will come into heat (estrus) at this age, depending 
on breed and weight. 

283 days The cattle heat (estrus) cycle repeats in this period of time 
if she is not bred and if nutritional needs are being met and 
if she does not have a disease.  

8 months The normal gestation period for cattle 

6. Label the following parts of the female reproductive system: bladder, cervix, ovary,
oviduct, uterus, uterine horns, vagina, vulva

7. What are the 7 signs of estrus?

8. Name & define the three mating systems.

a. 

b. 

c. 

9. Why is Artificial Insemination used?








