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Preservation 
Choose one (1) of the preserved products below, or a similar preserved product of choice. It is suggested a participant 
choose a different option each year, but this is not a requirement.  

 

•  One (1) jar of pressure canned vegetables, meat or combination product, such as soup, stew, spaghetti sauce with  
    meat, etc. Include index card with recipe and instructions for cooking or using the product. (Products using a fan-      
    cy pack are not accepted.) Label with name of product, quantity, and date canned. Canned products must have  
    the ring on the jar top to protect the seal. Note: Only food preservation products made using USDA approved reci- 
    pes and techniques are acceptable. 

•  One (1) package of a combination food frozen entree in freezer container. The combination food should contain    
    three (3) food groups from MyPlate. Exhibit should include an index card with recipe and instructions for reheat- 
    ing. Display in disposable containers. No containers will be returned. Label with name of product, quantity, and  
    date frozen. 

•  A jar of cooked jam or a reduced-sugar fruit spread. Include recipe card. Label with name of product, quantity, and  
    date made. Note: Only food preservation products made using USDA approved recipes and techniques are ac- 
    ceptable. 

•  One (1) container of a thaw and eat frozen prepared appetizer. Include index card with recipe and instructions for    
    defrosting. Label with name of product, quantity, and date frozen. 

•  One (1) container of a thaw and eat frozen prepared dessert. Include index card with recipe and instructions for     
    defrosting. Label with name of product, quantity, and date frozen. 

•  An educational poster, notebook or display about a food or nutrition topic of choice that is age/grade appropriate. 

•  Any other similar preserved item. 
 
All Food Preservation frozen items must be brought in and kept in a cooler with ice during judging. Coolers will be avail-
able for pickup after judging is completed. 
 
 
 

 FORESTRY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Project Description: 
Nature is all around us. The Forestry project teaches members all about trees and how we use them in our life. 
 
Levels:   
Beginner (grades 3-5 suggested)  
Intermediate (grades 6-8 suggested) 
Advanced (grades 9-12 suggested) 

 
Exhibit Guidelines: 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) may be used, with parent permission, when creating this exhibit and is to be docu-
mented as a reference. A majority of the work to create this exhibit is to be the 4-H member’s original work. All 
posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a reference list indicating where information was obtained, giving 
credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H member’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include website 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, magazines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached to 
the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the way references are listed. 
 
Posters are to be 22”x28” and displayed horizontally and placed in a clear plastic sleeve or covered with clear plastic to 
protect contents. Display boards should be designed to sit on a table using no more than 36” of tabletop space. Space 
should be left in the lower right hand corner to place an exhibit tag provided by Purdue Extension staff. 
 

PROJECT SUPERINTENDENT:                         Holly Faust, 317-776-8412, holly.faust@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
EXHIBIT CHECK-IN:                                 Sunday, July 13, 4-6 PM 
JUDGING:                                    Monday, July 14, 8:30 AM, Closed Judging 
RELEASE:                                         Tuesday, July 22, 9-11 AM, and 5-7 PM 
STATE FAIR ENTRIES:                                 Three (3) exhibits, one per level 
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Exhibit Class Guidelines: 

Recommended to complete three (3) activities in the project manual. 
 
Beginner (grades 3-5 suggested)  
Create an educational poster, notebook or display about any manual activity or on any forestry topic of choice that is 
age/grade appropriate. 
 
Intermediate (grades 6-8 suggested) 
Create an educational poster, notebook or display about any manual activity or on any forestry topic of choice that is 
age/grade appropriate. 
 
Advanced (grades 9-12 suggested) 
Create an educational poster, notebook or display about any manual activity or on any forestry topic of choice that is 
age/grade appropriate, prepare a herbarium collection that contains at least 25 native Indiana forest leaves, or pre-
pare a herbarium collection that contains at least 25 native Indiana forest shrubs. Youth can also design and complete 
an independent study activity. 
 
Herbarium Collections - Collect 25 terminal twigs and at least two (2) leaves, if space allows (only one compound leaf 
is required), from native forest trees. Mount the specimens on 11 ½" x 16 ½" paper. One (1) leaf on the twig must be 
mounted to show the back side of the leaf. Label each sheet with the following: common name, scientific name, where 
collected, county where collected, date collected, name of collector, and specimen number. Cover each specimen. 
There are no specific references given for these exhibits. Youth are encouraged to use Extension publications, the In-
ternet, books, and forest specialists when collecting and identifying specimens. The herbarium collection must be ac-
cessible to the judges. Do not cover it under the plastic that covers your poster. Youth may want to attach a folder or 
other holder over your poster to hold the mounted, covered specimens. 
 
 
 

GARDEN 

 
Project Description: 
You can garden just about anywhere- you don't need to live in the country or have a big yard to be a gardener. The 
Garden project teaches members all about gardening and how to have fun while learning! You will learn about planting 
a vegetable garden, planting, fertilizing, different vegetable parts, harvesting storage techniques, and careers. 
 
Levels: 
Level A   Grades 3-4 suggested 
Level B   Grades 5-6 suggested 
Level C   Grades 7-9 suggested 
Level D   Grades 10-12 suggested 
 
 
Each year members are recommended to complete three (3) activities in the project manual. 
 
There will be a Grand Champion for each category (single, collection, and herb). 
 
State Fair: Anyone interested in exhibiting a Garden produce exhibit at the State Fair may do so. You do not have to 
pre-qualify at the County Fair to exhibit at State Fair; however, you do need to contact the Extension Office for an entry 
form. Please note: If you wish to exhibit garden collections at the State Fair, you must provide the scientific name of the 
vegetables you are entering. 
 
 

PROJECT SUPERINTENDENT:                                   Jennifer Sullivan, 317-403-5425, bunnylaw7@gmail.com 
EXHIBIT CHECK-IN:             Poster                    Sunday, July 13, 4-6 PM                                
                        Produce                 Wednesday, July 16, 8-10 AM 
JUDGING:                                               Wednesday, July 16, 10:30 AM, Open Judging 
RELEASE:                                               Tuesday, July 22, 9-11 AM ,and 5-7 PM 
STATE FAIR ENTRIES:                                            Unlimited entries 
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