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Posters are to be 22”x28” and displayed horizontally and placed in a clear plastic sleeve or covered with clear plastic to 
protect contents. Display boards should be designed to sit on a table using no more than 36” of tabletop space. Space 
should be left in the lower right hand corner to place an exhibit tag provided by Purdue Extension staff. 

Specimens may also be displayed in a 24”x 18”x 3” collection box, displayed horizontally.  

You may purchase your specimens and may display rocks, fossils, and minerals. If you purchase a specimen, indicate 
when and where you purchased it and the location where you would expect to find the specimen. If you collect a speci-
men, indicate the county and township where you found it.  

Posters and display boxes will be exhibited "standing up" at the Indiana State Fair. Therefore, you need to mount your 
specimens securely. Subject matter experts suggest the following methods: soaking ½ cotton ball in Elmer's glue, hot 
glue, or clear tub sealant. Place the cotton ball in your box and put your rock (or fossil or mineral) on the cotton ball and 
let sit. It will take 1-2 weeks for Elmer's glue to fully harden. Specimens mounted with Elmer's glue can be removed by 
soaking the cotton ball in water. Glue remaining on the rock may be brushed off with an old, damp toothbrush.  

When exhibiting rocks show a fresh surface (recently cracked or broken surface) to help judges identify the rock.  

Labels - Include the specific geographical location where you would expect to find any specimens as well as where you 
actually acquired it (found, purchased, etc.).  

Do not identify your specimens any further than phylum and class. There is one exception to this for fossils which are 
identified to phylum OR class. Class should only be used for fossils of mollusks, backboned animals, and arthropods. 

 
Exhibit Class Guidelines: 
Each year, members are encouraged to complete a minimum of three (3) different manual activities.  
 
Beginner (grades 3-5 suggested)  
Create an educational poster, notebook or display about any manual activity or on any geology topic of choice that is 
age/grade appropriate. 
 
Intermediate (grades 6-8 suggested) 
Create an educational poster, notebook or display about any manual activity or on any geology topic of choice that is 
age/grade appropriate, or collection of 8-16 minerals and/or fossils. 
 
Advanced (grades 9-12 suggested) 
Create an educational poster, notebook or display about any manual activity or on any geology topic of choice that is 
age/grade appropriate, or collection of 15-25 minerals and/or fossils and/or jewel stones. Youth can also design and 
complete an independent study activity. 
 

 
 

GIFT WRAP 

 
Levels: 
Beginner     Grades 3-5 
Intermediate    Grades 6-8 
Advanced     Grades 9-12 
 
A Beginner Champion (Grades 3, 4, 5), an Intermediate Champion (Grades 6, 7, 8), and an Advanced Champion 
(Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) will be selected in Gift Wrap. One (1) overall Grand Champion will be selected for Gift Wrap. 
Packages for exhibit should NOT contain an article. Tape should not be visible on the package. Once a project has been 
completed or exhibited at the 4-H Fair, the member is NOT eligible to enter that division again or a lower division. Any 
project condoning or promoting the use of alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs will not be accepted for exhibit. 
 
 
 

PROJECT SUPERINTENDENT:                                           Betty Estridge, 317-846-2281 
                                                        Chelsea Hanni, 317-489-1824, hannic44@gmail.com  
EXHIBIT CHECK-IN:       Sunday, July 13, 4-6 PM 
JUDGING:                                              Monday, July 14, 8:30 AM, Closed Judging 
RELEASE:          Tuesday, July 22, 9-11 AM, and 5-7 PM 
STATE FAIR ENTRIES:       No entries, County project only 
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Exhibit Class Guidelines: 
 
All levels need a small card attached underneath the package but not covering the seam with the following information:  
Occasion:_______________; Age of person receiving the gift:_______________;  
Is the gift for a male or female:________________; Contents of package:_____________________. 
 
Grade 3: 
Must wrap four (4) packages during the year, not including the exhibit package. You may want to do more. Practice 
making neat seams, folding the edges of the paper under to create a straight, nicely creased edge. 
 
Exhibit: 
Wrap a shirt box (approximately 14 ½" long x 9" wide x 2 ¼" deep). No bow, ribbon, or decoration of any kind should be 
added to the package. Exhibit tag should be completely filled out and taped to the lower right-hand corner on the top of 
the package. Judging will be based on neatness only! 
 
Grade 4: 
Must wrap six (6) packages during the year, not including the exhibit package. You may do more. Learn to make sim-
ple, self made bows with loops. Decorate the outside of the box to accent the contents, such as if a shirt, decorate the 
outside with a tie, etc. 
 
Exhibit: 
Wrap a shirt box (approximately 14 ½" long x 9" wide x 2 ¼"deep). A self-made bow with loops is to be attached to the 
package. Exhibit tag should be filled out completely and tied to the top of the package within the ribbon or bow so it can 
be easily moved when being judged. Judging will be based on neatness, originality, creativity, and appropriateness of 
materials chosen. 
 
Grade 5: 
Wrap six (6) packages during the year, not including the exhibit package. You may do more. Be creative and imagina-
tive by incorporating fancy ideas like flowers, bells, animals, leftover cards, etc. Learn to wrap a suit box or large, deep 
box. Make and use self made bows only. 
 
Exhibit: 
Wrap a suit box (approximately 24” long x 14” wide x 4 ¼” deep). A self-made bow with loops is to be attached to the 
package. Exhibit tag should be filled out completely and tied to the top of the package within the ribbon or bow so it can 
be easily moved when being judged. Judging will be based on neatness, originality, creativity, and appropriateness of 
materials chosen. 
 
Grade 6: 
Must wrap eight (8) packages during the year, not including the exhibit package. You may always do more. Remember, 
skill comes with practice. Wrap large, deep packages with or without commercial wrapping paper and self made bows.  
Practice lining insides of boxes neatly with tissue paper. 
 
Exhibit: 
Wrap a large, deep box (no rim) approximately 9" long x 9" wide x 9" deep. A self-made bow with loops is to be at-
tached to the package. Exhibit tag should be filled out completely and tied to the top of the package within the ribbon or 
bow so it can be easily moved when being judged. Judging will be based on neatness, originality, creativity, and appro-
priateness of materials chosen. 
 
Grade 7: 
Must wrap ten (10) packages during the year, not including the exhibit package. May design and use your own paper 
on at least six (6) of these packages. Suggestions and ideas are found in the section pertaining to paper in this manual.  
REMEMBER: Make your own bows and trimmings. Some suggestions to use in place of ribbon and bows are yarn, 
strips of fabric, pine cones, small articles, felt, burlap flowers, fabric flowers, etc. By now you should have gained skill 
and knowledge enough to create a "work of art". 
 
Exhibit: 
Wrap a small, jewelry type box (approximately 3" long x 2” wide x 1" deep or 8" long x 2" wide x 1" deep, approx. within 
an inch). A self-made bow with loops is to be attached to the package. Exhibit tag should be filled out completely and 
tied to the top of the package within the ribbon or bow so it can be easily moved when being judged. Judging will be 
based on neatness, originality, creativity, and appropriateness of materials chosen. 
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Grade 8: 
Must wrap ten (10) packages during the year, not including the exhibit package. May design and use your own paper on 
at least six (6) of these packages. Suggestions and ideas are found in the section pertaining to paper in this manual.  
REMEMBER: Make your own bows and trimmings. Some suggestions to use in place of ribbon and bows are yarn, 
strips of fabric, pine cones, small articles, felt, burlap flowers, fabric flowers, etc. By now you should have gained skill 
and knowledge enough to create a "work of art". 
 
Exhibit: 
Wrap a package with top and bottom wrapped separately. Lid must be removable in order to judge the inside of the box.  
Box must have tissue inside. A self-made bow with loops is to be attached to the package. Exhibit tag should be filled 
out completely and tied to the top of the package within the ribbon or bow so it can be easily moved when being judged.  
Judging will be based on neatness, originality, creativity, and appropriateness of materials chosen. 
 
Grade 9: 
Must wrap ten (10) packages during the year, not including the exhibit package. May design and use your own paper on 
at least six (6) of these packages. Suggestions and ideas are found in the section pertaining to paper in this manual.  
REMEMBER: Make your own bows and trimmings. Some suggestions to use in place of ribbon and bows are yarn, 
strips of fabric, pine cones, small articles, felt, burlap flowers, fabric flowers, etc. By now you should have gained skill 
and knowledge enough to create a "work of art". 
 
Exhibit: 
Wrap a package of any shape or size with non-commercial paper and a self-made bow that contains loops. (See Gift 
Wrap manual for ideas of non-commercial papers). Exhibit tag should be filled out completely and tied to the top of the 
package within the ribbon or bow so it can be easily moved when being judged. Judging will be based on neatness, orig-
inality, creativity, and appropriateness of materials chosen. 
 
Grade 10: 

Must wrap ten (10) packages during the year, not including the exhibit package. May design and use your own paper on 
at least six (6) of these packages. Suggestions and ideas are found in the section pertaining to paper in the manual.  
REMEMBER: Make your own bows and trimmings. Some suggestions to use in place of ribbon and bows are yarn, 
strips of fabric, pine cones, small articles, felt, burlap flowers, fabric flowers, etc. By now you should have gained skill 
and knowledge enough to create a "work of art". 
 
Exhibit: 
Wrap a cylinder. The ends must be covered. A self-made bow with loops must be included. Exhibit tag should be filled 
out completely and tied to the top of the package within the ribbon or bow so it can be easily moved when being judged.  
Judging will be based on neatness, originality, creativity, and the appropriateness of materials chosen. 

 
Grade 11: 
Must wrap ten (10) packages during the year, not including the exhibit package. May design and use your own paper on 
at least six (6) of these packages. Suggestions and ideas are found in the section pertaining to paper in this manual.  
REMEMBER: Make your own bows and trimmings. Some suggestions to use in place of ribbon and bows are yarn, 
strips of fabric, pine cones, small articles, felt, burlap flowers, fabric flowers, etc. By now you should have gained skill 
and knowledge enough to create a "work of art". 
 
Exhibit: 
Individually wrap a series (of not more than three (3)) of boxes in tiers. Package must include a self-made bow with 
loops. Exhibit tag should be filled out completely and attached to the top of the package so it can be easily removed 
when being judged. Judging will be based on neatness, originality, creativity, and appropriateness of materials chosen. 
 
Grade 12: 
Must wrap ten (10) packages during the year, not including the exhibit package. May design and use your own paper on 
at least six (6) of these packages. Suggestions and ideas are found in the section pertaining to paper in this manual.  
REMEMBER: Make your own bows and trimmings. Some suggestions to use in place of ribbon and bows are yarn, 
strips of fabric, pine cones, small articles, felt, burlap flowers, fabric flowers, etc. By now you should have gained skill 
and knowledge enough to create a "work of art". 
 
Exhibit: 
Wrap two (2) separate coordinating packages using any materials other than paper and bows. The two (2) packages 
must be physically connected in some manner. Exhibit tag should be filled out completely and attached to the top of the 
package so it can be easily removed when being judged. Judging will be based on neatness, originality, creativity, and 
appropriateness of materials chosen. 
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