Poultry 

STATE FAIR: Separate entries are required for participation. See State Fair Guidelines for information.

OBJECTIVE: The commercial poultry project teaches production, marketing, and product utilization of commercial poultry products, including meat and/or eggs.  The exhibition poultry project concentrates on the "Standards of Perfection" of the individual breeds of poultry, teaching how to identify the qualities of the breed.  Both projects teach how to properly prepare and show the birds to present them to the judge in the best possible light.  All participants will gain knowledge of the methods of care and feeding of the flock for the intended purpose.

MANUALS:  BU-06363 (Grades 3 – 5) Scratching the Surface, BU-06364 (Grades 6 – 8) Testing your Wings. 
       BU-6365 (Grades 9 – 12) Flocking Together

RECORD SHEETS: Animal Record Sheet (only if 4-H’er is not exhibiting) 
1. Possession deadline: All birds must be in the member’s possession by May 15th.  This includes all exhibition birds and all commercial birds except commercial broilers and roasters.
2. All 4-H poultry members MUST BE YQCA or QLC certified by the required date set by the livestock committee. 

3. Record sheets are available for completion if the 4-H member is NOT exhibiting. 
4. All Indiana fowl exhibited must originate from National Poultry Improvement Plan (NPIP) approved flocks or hatched from eggs originating from NPIP-approved flocks or be certified as having tested negative for pullorum‑typhoid within the past 90 days.  (30 days for birds hatched out of state) A copy of the NPIP certificate from the breeder/hatchery or a certificate from previous testing shall be submitted at the time of check-in at the fair, and the exhibitor will be required to sign an affidavit that the certificate applies to the birds exhibited.  In the absence of a certificate, 4-H member's birds will not be allowed to show at the fair.
5. Blood testing for pullorum-typhoid will be done by the Howard County Poultry Superintendent or Extension Staff. This will be the only time testing will be offered by the Howard County 4-H Program.
6. Animals must not show signs of any infectious disease and/or external parasite infestation, communicable diseases, or lice. Any animals showing signs of any communicable diseases or lice will be sent home immediately.
7. Wet birds will not be allowed at the time of check-in.  All birds must be dry.
8. No person shall color, dye, stain, or otherwise change the natural coloring of any fowl.
9. 4-H members must identify the breed and sex of all birds at check-in before judging.
10. Boiler and Roaster entries will be weighted upon check-in.
11. The 4‑H member MUST BE PRESENT to handle their birds at the time of judging in each class.  See the Livestock Exhibit Rule #10 for further information.
12. Only judges and exhibitors are allowed in the judging area during judging time.
13. Any breed or variety of birds accepted by the American Poultry Association or the American Bantam Association may be entered in any exhibition class. Exhibition classes will be judged based on the Exhibition standard of perfection of the breed and may be compared to other entries of other breeds in the class for the relative production qualities of the various breeds. Commercial class entries should be limited to the breeds commonly used in the industry for meat and/or egg production.
14. The 4-H poultry members are responsible for caring for their birds during the fair (feed, feeders, water, and pans).
15. Pens MUST BE CLEANED BY THE 4-H EXHIBITOR during the fair and after the birds are released from their pens.
16. In the event of a conflict of general rules or any matter not covered by rules, the Poultry Superintendent will govern in consultation with the Extension Educator.

CLASSES: A 4-H-member may enter only one exhibit in each class but may enter as many classes as desired.  No bird may be entered in more than one class.

Commercial Classes
1. Layer Pullets: Two (2) females less than one year old.
2. Layer Hens:  Two (2) females more than one year old AND in laying condition.
3. Broilers:  Two (2) birds of the same sex, 6 – 8 weeks of age, AND NOT OVER 5 ½ pounds on show day.
4. Roasters: Two (2) birds of the same sex, 8-12 weeks of age, AND 5 ½ to 10 pounds on show day.
5. Turkey:  One (1) bird, either sex of the Broad Breasted White or Broad Breasted Bronze variety.
6. Duck:  One (1) bird, sex of the Pekin variety.
7. Eggs: An entry of six (6) eggs displayed in a foam carton. Judged on market quality, appearance, and uniformity.  Eggs may be broken by the judge to determine freshness. Eggs will be disposed of by the Project Superintendent at the end of the 4-H show.

Exhibition Classes
1. Standard Breeds (You may enter up to 3 entries per class with no more than 8 entries of Exhibition Standard Poultry)
a. Exhibition Standard Cockerel: One (1) male bird less than one-year-old.
b. Exhibition Standard Pullet: One (1) female bird less than one-year-old.
c. Exhibition Standard Cock: One (1) male bird more than one-year-old.
d. Exhibition Standard Hen: One (1) female bird more than one-year-old.
e. Exhibition Standard Breeding Trio: One (1) male bird and two (2) female bird, all over one-year-old.


2. Bantam Breeds (You may enter up to 3 entries per class with no more than 8 entries of Exhibition Bantam poultry)
a. Exhibition Standard Cockerel: One (1) male bird less than one-year-old.
b. Exhibition Standard Pullet: One (1) female bird less than one-year-old.
c. Exhibition Standard Cock: One (1) male bird more than one-year-old.
d. Exhibition Standard Hen: One (1) female bird more than one-year-old.
e. Exhibition Standard Breeding Trio: One (1) male bird and two (2) female bird, all over one-year-old.

1. Exhibition Waterfowl (Pekin variety should enter in the Commercial class.)
a. Bantam/Lightweight Female:  One (1) female; all bantam or lightweight varieties (Call, East Indies, Mallard, Runner, Campbell, Magpie, etc.).
b. Bantam/Lightweight Male:  One (1) male; all bantam or lightweight varieties (Call, East Indies, Mallard, Runner, Campbell, Magpie, etc.)
c. Medium/Heavy Weight Female:  One (1) female; all medium or heavy weight varieties (Cayuga, Crested, Swedish, Buff, Rouen, Muscovy, etc.) Exhibition Bantam Hen:  One (1) female bird more than one-year-old.
d. Medium/Heavy Weight Male:  One (1) male; all medium or heavy weight varieties (Cayuga, Crested, Swedish, Buff, Rouen, Muscovy, etc.) 
e. Geese:  One (1) male OR one (1) female


A Champion Exhibition Bantam, a Champion Exhibition Standard, a Champion Exhibition Waterfowl, and a Champion Commercial Exhibit will be awarded.  Then, these four Champions will compete for the Grand Champion Poultry Exhibit.

Showmanship Classes For showmanship rules, see the Showmanship Guidelines. This includes divisions.
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