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Why is the produce from my garden cracking?
The age old phrase “waste not, want not” lives on and you can still enjoy
the cracked fruits of your labor. However, if you’re looking to enter your

harvest in the county fair next year, research shows there are multiple
factors that must be considered in order to avoid cracked produce.

Genetics, environmental conditions (water availability, extreme
temperatures, intense sun exposure, day/night temperature fluctuation,
and high humidity), and nutrient availability effect the cracking of fruit.

Certain nutrient deficiencies—particularly in boron, potassium, calcium,
and zinc—have also been linked to increased fruit cracking. 

Testing your soil to manage nutrient balances, choosing cultivars that
are less likely to crack, being aware of water uptake in plants, and

applying shade can prevent cracking. 

*Note: over-applying or applying extended shade decreases
photosynthesis which can decrease yield and effect quality.

Even though your cracked fruits may not win at the county fair, they are
still worthy of being used as toppings for tacos, sliced up and salted for a

snack, or canned to be enjoyed later. Keep growing!





CCH Credits available:
1-Agricultural Pest Management (3)

11-Aerial Application (2)
14-Fertilizer Certification (1)

2-Forest Pest Control (1)
3A-Ornamental Pest Management (1)

3B-Turf Pest Management (1)
4-Seed Treatment (1)

5-Aquatic Pest Management (1)
6-Industrial Weed Management (1)

7A-Industrial, Institutional, Structural and Health Related Pest Management (1)
7B-Termite Control (1)

7D-Fumigation (1)
8-Community-Wide Mosquito Management (1)

RT-Registered Technician (3)



Outside the Tractor
September 4  at 6 pmth

bubp building at the jay co. fairgrounds

free dinner: bbq chicken
door prizes
local farmer panel
inflatables for the kids

*if you attend this event and the remc
farmer Supper on 9/11, you’ll be entered

to win a $50 chamber gift card!*

RSVPs preferred to the Extension Office
260-726-4707

farm service, legal, financial,
medical booths wanted!

courtesy of the ag week committee

farmers and families, join us for
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Forestry
Tour
Sept. 20th,2025 

9:30 am - 2:30 pm
Learn forest management
techniques to regenerate oak
and improve growth of young
stands

Sponsors:

$10, Includes lunch
 

Topics:
Oak management
techniques
How to select and
release crop trees
How to ID and manage
oak wilt

Register:
https://tinyurl.com/476t4rdv

Purdue Miller Property, Grant County 
1st Location: https://maps.app.goo.gl/N5KzT8jQpoTJp55m6
2nd Location: https://maps.app.goo.gl/x1oJ1aPcLHWjqHh56

 If you are in need of special dietary accommodations, an
interpretor, or translator to attend this program, please contact
Jessica Thurman (jthurman24@purdue.edu or 765-651-2413) by
9/8/25. Purdue University prohibits discrimination against any

member of the University community on the basis of race, religion,
color, sex, age, national origin or ancestry, genetic information,

marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, disability, or status as a veteran.

Purdue Extension - Grant County
401 S Adams St., Suite 422

Marion, IN 46953
765-651-2413



July 31st: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Grant Co Field Day

August 5th: 8:00 am to 12:00 pm
Agronomy Day Jay County PARP

August 20th: 3:00 pm to 5:30 pm
Noble County Manure PARP

August 26th: 8:15 am to 12 pm
Randolph County DPAC Field Day PARP

September 10 : 8:30 am to 12:00 pmth

Whitley County NEPAC Field Day PARP
September 17 : 9:00 am to 11:00 amth

Blackford County Farmer PARP

UPCOMING PARP CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES

*If you have any questions, call 260-726-4707 and we will give you
more information about these events!

If you need a list of continuing credit hours (CCH) for your
commercial license, call the Extension office and ask for Emily!
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*****PARP*****
If you need to get your PARP license and need one

of the manuals to study (CORE or any of the
categories), please call the Jay County Purdue

Extension office at 260-726-4707 so you can borrow
a manual for free!

How to find upcoming PARP or CCH events:

PARP

1.Search ‘Purdue Extension PARP Events’
2.Select ‘PARP Events - Purdue University College of

Agriculture’
3.Either click ‘View all PARP events’ or scroll down to ‘East

district’, click +, click ‘View approved East District PARP
events’

CCH

1.Search ‘OISC Website’
2.Select ‘Pesticide’ in the orange bar at the top of the page
3.Scroll down for ‘Find CCH programs for credit’
4.On the lefthand side of the page, hover over ‘Pesticide

programs’, select ‘CCH courses’
5.At the least, select which category of CCHs you are

needing and hit ‘search’



Purdue Extension Jay County Office Staff

Allison Keen
Extension Educator

CED/4-H
keen12@purdue.edu

Ashley Drees
Extension Educator

HHS
addrees@purdue.edu

Emily Kring
Extension Educator

ANR
ekring@purdue.edu

Jessica Kerrigan
Office Manager

jkerrig@purdue.edu

Office Phone: 260-726-4707
Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm

https://extension.purdue.edu/county/jay/

It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service that all persons have
equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services, activities, and facilities

without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age, national origin or ancestry, marital status,
parental status, sexual orientation, disability or status as a veteran. Purdue University is an

Affirmative Action institution. This material may be available in alternative formats.
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How many PARP points do you have?

1st Go to oisc.purdue.edu 
2nd Click on "My Records" - gold bar across the top 
3rd Click on "Applicator Login" - down the left side at the bottom. 
4th You will be prompted to enter your first & last name and the last
four digits of your social security number. You will be taken to a page
with all of your information concerning your license. 

*Reminder: every five years you need to earn three points. Once you
have your three credits and prior to your license expiring you must
reapply by sending in the appropriate form and $20 to activate your
license. 

Della Rockwell
Support Staff

rockweld@purdue.edu



How many PARP points do you have?

1st Go to oisc.purdue.edu 
2nd Click on "My Records" - gold bar across the top 
3rd Click on "Applicator Login" - down the left side at the
bottom. 
4th You will be prompted to enter your first & last name and the
last four digits of your social security number. You will be taken to
a page with all of your information concerning your license. 

*Reminder: every five years you need to earn three points. Once
you have your three credits and prior to your license expiring you
must reapply by sending in the appropriate form and $20 to
activate your license. 

Events with the opportunity to obtain continuing
credit hours 

PARP
1.Search “PARP events Purdue University”.

2.Select “View all approved PARP events”.
3.To find events closer to our area, scroll down to “view

events by district” and select that option.
4.Select “East district”.
5.Select “View approved East district PARP events”



Events with the opportunity to obtain continuing
credit hours 

Commercial (CCH)
1.Search “Office of the Indiana State Chemist” or

“OISC”.
2.Select “Pesticide”.
3.Find “Continuing Education (CCH) & Private

Applicator Recertification (PARP)”.
4.Select “CCH Programs for credit”.
5.Toggle over “Pesticide Programs” and select “CCH

Courses”.
6.Search by the “category” that they need and by the

date they need the points.

https://www.inplants.oisc.purdue.edu/USAPlantsIN/Index.aspx


The Jay County Ag. Newsletter is an educational

service of the Jay County Cooperative Extension

Service. Additional information is available from

the Jay County Extension Service located at 

126 Meridian St., Portland. 

If you would like to receive timely updates
 by email, please contact Emily Kring at 

260-726-4707 or email ekring@purdue.edu.
Likewise, if you are moving and need to change

your address, please contact us so you don’t 
miss any issues. 

Emily Kring 
Extension Educator 

Ag and Natural Resources
ekring@purdue.edu

If you need a reasonable
accommodation to participate in

our programs, prior to the meeting,
contact Emily Kring at 

(260) 726- 4707 

It is the policy of the Purdue Cooperative Extension Service that all persons shall have equal opportunity
and access to its educational programs, services, activities and facilities without regard to race, religion,

color, sex, age, national origin, or ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability or
status as a veteran. Purdue University is an Affirmative Action institution. This material may be available

in alternative formats. 


