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April 2025 Newsletter 
Dear Friends,  

 April showers will hopefully bring some May flowers and not more 

severe weather but this is Indiana so I am not ruling out snow at this point. 

This past weekend we had an amazing turnout at our Area 1 4-H Beyond 

Ready to Show Livestock Program. 110 4-H youth attended a program that 

included an Animal Nutrition Learn-

ing Lab, Sheep, Goat, Beef and 

Swine Showmanship presentations and an Indiana 4-H Quality Livestock Care 

Training. A big thanks to the presenters, educators and volunteers that made it 

happen. It’s on to Livestock Tagging Events, Camps and school programs. 

 In ANR news, we facilitated two Private Pesticide Applicator Recertifica-

tion Programs (PARP) in the past month and reached over 50 local farmers. We 

have also stared our Junior Master Gardener Program, Learn ,Grow, Eat and 

Go!, in three classrooms at Lydia Middleton Elementary School.  

 In HHS news, Capitan Cash is ready to set sail to Christian Academy to 

teach 3rd graders financial literacy and how to avoid pirates on the high seas. 

Our CWC, Jessica Martini also hosted a very successful eFMNP program aimed 

at helping farmers market vendors accept SNAP and WIC benefits.  

  The next 4-H Fair Board meetings will be April 3rd  and May 1st at 7 pm 

in the Community Building. The next Extension Board Meeting will be May 19th 

at 6:00 pm in the extension office conference room. 

Sincerely, 

Britt Copeland, 4-H ANR  Savannah Stout, 4-H/HHS 
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If you haven’t been on the grounds lately you might not know that the 4-H 

Fair Board has an ambitious to do list for 2025 and has already started 

checking items off. The Beef Barn, pictured below, is nearly complete. The 

barn features a similar footprint, more electric outlets and a new covered 

walkway to the sheep barn. Projects in the grandstands and a new roof on 

the Fair Office 

have just been 

completed, and 

ground has just 

broke on a sec-

ond Horse and 

Pony barn. It’s a 

exciting time on 

the fairgrounds 

for sure! 
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Agriculture & Natural Resources  

Freeze/Frost Probability &  
Growing Season Length 

 Figuring 

out what the 

weather is 

doing from 

one day to 

the next can 

be challeng-

ing, espe-

cially in In-

diana. 

When you 

are making 

those deci-

sions for your valuable crops and orna-

mentals Purdue has several great re-

sources.  

The Indiana State Climate Office makes 

daily updates to climate maps, data sets 

and planting recommendations. View 

their data at https://ag.purdue.edu/

indiana-state-climate/freeze-frost-

probability-growing-season-length/.    

 The USDA has also updated the Plant 

Hardiness Zone Map for 2025. Click 

here to see the new classifications:  

Planthardiness.are.usda.gov 

Testing Services Available at the Office 
for Soils, Forages, Feedstuffs, and Pests 

Soils. The extension office has soil testing bags & 

order forms available at any time. We are happy to 

help you read results as well.  

Forages. We also have a new Hay Probe that can be 

checked out to collect samples. If you want to test 

other feedstuffs we have sample bags available as 

well. Postage is free for forage and feedstuff samples.  

Plant Pests and Diseases. A valuable plant or tree 

dying and you don’t know why? We can help you fig-

ure it out or mail a sample to the Plant & Pest Diag-

nostic Lab at Purdue. Samples need to be brought in 

on Mondays so they don’t deteriorate in the mail over 

the weekend. Fees vary for each service.  

Field Crop Disease Monitoring Resources For Indiana In 2025 
By: Darcy Telenko 
There are a number of resources available for monitoring field crop diseases here in 
Indiana. The Purdue Field Crop Pathology Team will be tracking diseases across Indi-
ana and will post updates here in 
Pest & Crop and on our web-
site https://
indianafieldcroppathology.com/. 
You can also follow me on Twitter 
@DTelenko  
Or utilize the Crop Protection Net-

work: https://

cropprotectionnetwork.org/  

Examples of disease prediction 

and/or tracking maps: 

https://ag.purdue.edu/indiana-state-climate/freeze-frost-probability-growing-season-length/
https://ag.purdue.edu/indiana-state-climate/freeze-frost-probability-growing-season-length/
https://ag.purdue.edu/indiana-state-climate/freeze-frost-probability-growing-season-length/
https://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/?_ga=2.77393373.954339642.1711981505-1450938370.1711981504
https://indianafieldcroppathology.com/
https://indianafieldcroppathology.com/
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/
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5 Steps For Livestock Exhibitors to be Fair Ready! 

1 Properly Identify 

your Animal at the 

tagging days, see 

below. 

2 Enroll your 

Animal on 4-H 

Online by May 

15 

3 Complete required 

Indiana 4-H Quality 

Livestock Care Train-

ing in person or online 

YQCA Training  

4 Fill out a Livestock 

Record Sheet or 

Attend 1 Education-

al Program  

5 Enter your Animals 

in their Show Clas-

ses on Fair Entry 

June 1-June 24 

4-H Youth Development 

Beef Tagging is April 5, 2025, 7-10 am on the Fairgrounds 
 Any youth planning to show a beef steer, heifer, and/or dairy steer at the 4-H County Fair this summer must 

bring their animals to the Fairgrounds for tagging/identification. Dairy Females and previously shown and tagged fe-

males with appropriate registration/identification information do not need to come to tagging. Registered Heifers with 

a Tattoo and an RFID tag do not need to come to tagging. Heifers without a permanent tattoo matching it’s 

registration and an RFID tag do need to come to tagging.  

 Beef Exhibitors should enter gate 1 and drive down to the midway side of the hog barn where they will 

unload. Trailers will drive all the way around the sheep barn to the get to the front of the hog barn. The road 

between the beef barn and sheep barn is no longer passable for trailers due to the new covered walkway.  

Sheep, Swine and Goat Tagging is April 26, 2025, 7-10 am on the Fairgrounds 
Any youth planning to show sheep, goats, or swine at the 4-H County Fair this summer must bring their ani-

mals to the Fairgrounds for tagging/identification. Previously shown females that have the proper ID do not 

need to come to tagging. With construction on the fairgrounds the traffic flow will be a bit different this 

year so be aware! 

Sheep and Goat Trailers 

• Enter the Extension Office gate 

and drive down the road towards 

the beef barn. When asked you 

will pull through the new beef barn 

and be tagged and weighed there.  

• Sheep and goat only trailers can 

pull through and exit gate 1.  

Swine Trailers 

• Enter Gate 3 and proceed through 

the campground as normal.  

• When finished, exit gate 1.  

Mixed Trailers– Swine and Goats or 

Sheep 

• Enter Gate 3 and tag Swine First. 

Then go south, around the sheep 

barn to join the sheep and goat 

line.  

 

Stop at the Extension Office after 

your animal has been tagged and 

staff will enter your animals on 4-H 

Online the same day! You can also 

do this yourself at home. 
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May 15th 4-H Online Animal ID DEADLINE 

4-H Youth Development 

mer must bring their animals to the Fairgrounds for tagging/identification. Dairy Females and previously shown and 

H County Fair this summer must bring their animals 

g.  

All 4-H Beef, Dairy, Goat, Sheep, Swine & Horse and Pony Projects must have their animals identified and 

registered on 4-H Online by May 15th to exhibit in 4-H. There are no exceptions to this Indiana 4-H Rule. Vac-

cination forms are required to show your Dog, Cat, and Horses. You do not have to enroll your Dogs or Cats.  

What does my Livestock Animal Need to be Identified?  

Each Livestock project needs at least one permanent form of identification per Indiana Law as set forth by the 

Indiana Board of Animal Health (BOAH). For most 4-H projects we require two forms on the county level and 

if the animal will exhibit at the Indiana State Fair DNA Samples are also required.  

To enroll your animal 4-H online you will need the following:  

• County Tag and/or RFID Tag– You will receive these tags at livestock tagging days. Superinten-

dents will distribute these for Cattle on April 5th and Sheep, Goats and Swine on April 26th 

• If your female animal has previously been shown and received these tags they should not 

return to tagging days. They do however have to be re-enrolled each year. The animal is 

saved on your profile, you will select “Previously Added Animals.” 

• For a complete list of state requirements consult the Indiana 4-H Animal Identification Doc-

ument linked here. This information is available in the extension office for paper readers.  

• Birthdate and Weight if Applicable– Cattle, Sheep and Goats will be weighed at Tag In to be a 

part of the Rate of Gain Competition. Cattle, Sheep, Goats and Swine will be  weighed at fair 

check in.  

• Premises ID– Premise IDs are issued by the Board of Animal Health and indicate where an ani-

mal originated in case there is a contamination in the food supply. This ID is the same for all ani-

mals at one location and does not change. 4-H Families can see this number on previously en-

rolled animals. New Families need to apply for a Premises ID at this website: www.in.gov/boah/

traceability-and-premise-id/indiana-premises-registration/ 

• County only Forms– Born and Bred Contests for Cattle and Sheep and Swine need a separate 

enrollment form that is due at tagging. The forms are in appendix section of your Handbook. There 

is a Born and Bred selection on 4-H Online, that is for the Indiana State Fair. Each county superin-

tendent has set more restrictive requirements for county participation so we use a paper form.  

If you cannot make it to tagging, you need to make arrangements for a family member or friend to bring your 

animals, or speak with a superintendent or the extension office long before the tagging date.  

May 15th 4-H Online Animal ID Deadline Help Opportunities 

> Enroll your Animals in the Office at Tagging  

Drive your trailer behind the extension of-

fice and we will be happy to get it all done 

the same day. 

> Extended Office Hours on May 15th  

The office will be open 8-4 pm. Staff will be 

set up in the community building with comput-

ers from 5-8 pm to help, stop by before QLC! 

> Consult this Help document 
when completing enrollment 
at home  

 

4-H Graduation Information Needed from Seniors 
 While your sharing graduation parties and photos celebrating your accomplishments this spring drop 

us one so we can celebrate our graduating seniors during fair! Upload a high quality photo to https://

bit.ly/25senior and brief bio on a word document that includes your future plans and favorite 4-H memory. 

Please complete by May 15th so we can have awards ordered by fair.   

https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/_docs/projects/animal-identification/animal-id-requirements.pdf
https://www.in.gov/boah/traceability-and-premise-id/indiana-premises-registration/
https://www.in.gov/boah/traceability-and-premise-id/indiana-premises-registration/
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/_docs/projects/animal-identification/animal-id-requirements.pdf
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/_docs/projects/animal-identification/animal-id-requirements.pdf
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/_docs/projects/animal-identification/animal-id-requirements.pdf
https://bit.ly/25senior
https://bit.ly/25senior
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4-H Youth Development 

Next Meeting:  

April 15th at 6:00pm in the Extension Office 
The Junior Leaders have been busy planning for an event-

ful summer!  If you are unable to attend the normal Junior 

Leader meetings but would still like to help out with some of 

our outings and Fair Time Leadership roles contact the 4-H 

Educator. Junior Leaders is for youth in grades 7-12 who 

are interested in learning leadership skills and helping with 

acts of service. Current Junior Leaders should enroll in the 

Junior Leaders project to receive email and text reminders. 

Sign up for these events at the April Meeting or in the 

links below.  

April 16th– Normal Meeting 
Meet at the Extension Office at 6:00 pm  
 
May 20th– Normal Meeting  
Meet at the Extension Office at 6:00 pm 
 
June 17th– Paint Party @ the Fairgrounds  
Wear some old clothes and meet us at the fair office at 
noon on June 17th! We will be grilling hot dogs for lunch. 

 
June 24th– Host Fashion Revue 
We will need an emcee for Fashion Revue! If you are inter-
ested in helping out in anyway sign up at the April Meeting. 
Not all Junior Leaders need to come to this event. 

 
June 21st– Mini 4-H Day Camp Safari 
It’s all hands on deck for Mini 4-H Camp! We will need help 
setting up around 9 am and will be done by 3:00 pm. We 
are especially looking for members to bring large animals 
to the fairgrounds. In March the group chose “Safari” for 
this years theme. For compliance with University policies I 
need Junior Leaders to sign up here: 
https://25minidaycamp.4honline.com 
 

 

July 1st– Judge Helpers for Project Check In  
Junior Leaders help with Judges Dinner, running projects 
and more. Find Britt in the Community Building at 3 pm 
whenever you are done submitting your own projects.  

Indiana 4-H Quality Livestock Care 
QLC is required for every Indiana 4-H mem-

ber showing livestock. If you cannot attend 

the in person Jefferson County Training you 

can complete Youth for the Quality Care of 

Livestock (YQCA) online. We do not have 

login access to this program anymore so 

you will have to email proof of completion 

to copelanb@purdue.edu.  Please register 

for QLC trainings on 4-H Online.  

4-H Civic Engagement Opportunity  
Young Country 4-H Club Meeting April 27th at 3 pm 

2nd Training and 4-H Online Animal ID 

Help Night– May 15 @ 6 pm in the 

Community Bldg. 

3rd Training Opportunity – June 24th 

@ Noon in the Community Bldg. 

Do you know the proper way to retire an American Flag? Members from any 4

-H Club are welcome to Join the Young Country 4-H Club on April 27th at 3 

pm in the community Building. They will host Commander Mike Bath from 

American Legion Post #9 as he talks members through performing the Cere-

mony of Final Tribute.  

Locally there are several locations in which you can drop flags in need of re-

tirement. The Jefferson County Courthouse, Jefferson County EMA office on 

Green RD and the EMA Logistics office (Hanover), American Legion and the 

VFW are all locations with flag boxes where worn flags can be placed in flag 

retirement receptacles.  We invite you to join Young Country to learn more 

about our nation’s flag.  

https://25minidaycamp.4honline.com
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All members enrolled in the 
various sewing projects should 
check out the 4-H Consumer 
Clothing Workshop on June 
18th. The Scarlet Begonia will 
be hosting a workshop using 
the consumer clothing curricu-
lum. The workshop will also 
include a behind the scenes 
tour of the shop and a tour 
from Historic Madison of some 
fashions throughout history. 
Space is limited for this event 
so register now on 4-H online 
events!  

Members in sewing and con-
sumer clothing are also invited 
to participate in the Jefferson 
County 4-H Fashion Revue 
on June 24th at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Community Building Regis-
tration will begin promptly at 
5:30 p.m.  

This project teaches youth 
skills to present themselves in 
a professional manner by 
providing an opportunity for youth to model the outfit constructed in the 4-H sewing project. All garments and 
outfits modeled in Fashion Revue, except consumer clothing entries, must have been constructed by the 4-H 
member modeling that same garment or outfit.   

Participants will need to turn in a Narration Form for the host to read while the 4-H member models their 
clothes. This will be collected on the 4-H Online event registration. Click here to fill it out: 25JeffersonFash-
ion.4honline.com Or call or stop by the office for us to fill it out for you.  

If you are looking for fun sewing activities to do at home check out National 4-H’s clover platform: 4-h.org/
clover/about/ 

4-H Sewing and Consumer Clothing– Workshop & Fashion Revue 

4-H Horse and Pony– Scholarships and Camp 
Jefferson County 4-H Horse and Pony Camp 
The 4-H Horse and Pony Leaders will once again 
host a Jefferson County 4-H Horse and Pony Camp 
at the Fairgrounds on June 13-14th.  Registration is 
required on 4-H online for this event. Parents if you 
would like to chaperone talk to Alyssa or the office to 
become an approved volunteer! Sign up here: 25jef-
fersonhorsecamp.4honline.com 
 
Area 1 4-H Horse and Pony Show 
4-H Horse and Pony members should mark thier cal-
endars for the 2024 Area 1 4-H Horse and Pony 
Show on June 7th & 8th in Ripley County. Jefferson 
County always has great attendance at this area wide 
event!  

Area 1 Scholarship  
Graduating seniors in Area 
1 (Bartholomew, Brown, 
Dearborn, Decatur, Jeffer-
son, Jennings, Ohio, Rip-
ley and Switzerland) who 
are participating in the Ar-
ea 1 4-H Horse and Pony 
Show are invited to apply 
for a $500 scholarship. The application deadline is 
May 15th. Applications are from your 4-H Horse and 
Pony Superintendent, Alyssa Shelton.  

4-H Youth Development 

https://25JeffersonFashion.4honline.com
https://25JeffersonFashion.4honline.com
4-h.org/clover/about/
4-h.org/clover/about/
https://25jeffersonhorsecamp.4honline.com
https://25jeffersonhorsecamp.4honline.com
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4-H Youth Development 



 

Purdue University Cooperative Extension is an Equal Access/Equal Opportunity Institution 

8 

4-H Youth Development 

Southeastern Indiana 4-H Camp Junior Staff Training  
April 12th 10am-3pm at the Jefferson County Community Building 

Our next all Staff Training for all Junior Staff 
(Grades 8-12) will be on April 12th from 10-3 pm at 
the Jefferson County 4-H Fairgrounds.  This train-
ing agenda is packed full so you won’t want to 
miss it. Lunch and snacks will be provided. If you 
have signed up to be a Junior Staff member on 4-
H Online and are not able to attend the training 
you will need to contact the camp director, Britt 
Copeland, to schedule a make up training. It’s im-
portant we are ready for anything camp throws at 
us. Junior Staff consists of Youth in Grades 8-12. 
If you have not registered for camp yet and think this sounds fun, contact the extension office to talk about 
make up training and joining in the fun asap.  

Southeastern Indiana 4-H Camp  
Registration Closes May 1st  

This year’s Southeastern Indiana 4-H Camp will be held at Camp 
Higher Ground in West Harrison, IN on June 2-6 for Members in 
Grades 8-12 and June 3-6 for Members in Grades 3-7. We invite 
you to join Jefferson County Campers and over 250 campers from 
surrounding counties for a week of fun in the sun.  

This year’s camp theme, “Wonderful World of 4-H,” was an-
nounced in a video from our 2025 Camp Junior Directors on the 
Southeastern Indiana 4-H Camp Facebook page last month. We 
promise this will be a magical experience without the threat from 
any Disney Villains.  

4-H Camp is discounted to $120 for Jefferson County Campers 
from $230. Additional needs based scholarships for camp are 
available to Jefferson County Campers. Please inquire directly with 
the County 4-H educators if you are interested in that opportunity. 
Payment for camp is not due until May 1st but we encourage you 
to register for camp asap! Go to the events tab on your 4-H online 
profile and select Southeastern Indiana 4-H Camp or use this direct 
link: https://25SEI4HCamp.4honline.com  

Camp is Youth led meaning our Junior Directors (youth in 12th 
grade) make most of the decisions of what activities to offer and 
how to structure camp each year. Campers in Grades 3-7 travel 
through camp in groups and have the opportunity to learn and 
bond through various activities and classes. With this year’s theme 
we are excited by the possibilities of creating some real magic dur-
ing camp.  

Please talk to one of the many Jefferson County 4-H members who 
have been to camp or the extension office if you want to learn more 
about this 4-H experience. We would love to have you! 

https://www.facebook.com/SoutheasternIndiana4HCamp/
https://25SEI4HCamp.4honline.com


 

Purdue University Cooperative Extension is an Equal Access/Equal Opportunity Institution 

9 

Health & Human Sciences 
Extension Homemakers Smyrna 

Club Meeting 

Wednesday, April 16th at Noon at 

Wirt Baptist Church. It’s a pitch in 

lunch!  

Looking to become an Indiana Extension 

Homemaker? Contact the Jefferson County 

Extension Office at (812)265-8919 to learn 

how. 

Extension Homemaker Scholarship 
Available   

The homemakers will award a $500 

Scholarship to a student at each of the 

surrounding high schools. Ask your 

school counselor for an application or 

pick one up at the 

extension office. 

The deadline to 

apply is April 

15th.  

Ahoy Mateys! HHS/ 4-H Educator Savannah Stout will be-

come Captain Cash for a 4 week program at the Christian 

Academy of Madison in April! “Captain Cash,” an elemen-

tary curriculum designed by Purdue Extension for third 

grade students, is setting sail in your community. It is never 

too early for children to learn how to become eager earn-

ers, savvy savers, wise spenders, and careful borrowers. 

This financial literacy program engages children in money-

smart activities and takes 

them down the road to fi-

nancial fitness. If you would 

like to learn more about 

“Captain Cash” in your school, 

or embark on a money voyage 

of your own, contact Savannah 

at the Jefferson County Exten-

sion Office or email at sdy-

ersto@purdue.edu. Remem-

ber, good financial habits start 

young!  

Captain Cash is Preparing to Set Sail! 



 

Purdue University Cooperative Extension is an Equal Access/Equal Opportunity Institution 

10 

 PURDUE UNIVERSITY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 
 Jefferson County 
3767 W SR 256  
Madison, IN 47250-3511 
Cooperating with U.S. Department of Agriculture  

 

 

 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
MADISON, INDIANA 

PRMIT No. 15 

 

Upcoming Dates  
Date   Event      Place    Time 

April 3   Fair Board Mtg.    Community Bldg.   7:00 p.m. 

April 5   Beef Tagging     Fairgrounds   7:00-10:00 a.m. 

April 12  Camp Jr. Staff Training   Jefferson County   10 a.m.– 3 p.m. 

April 16  Junior Leader Meeting   Extension Office  6:00 p.m. 

April 26  Goat, Sheep & Swine Tagging  Fairgrounds   7:00-10:00 a.m.  

May 9-10  Extension Homemaker Quilt Show Community Building  10 a.m.– 5 p.m. 

May 15  4-H Online Animal ID Deadline 

May 15  Quality Livestock Care Training  Community Building  6:00 p.m. 

May 19  Extension Board Mtg.   Extension Office  6:00 p.m. 

June 2-6  4-H Camp     Camp Higher Ground 

June 13-14  4-H Horse and Pony Camp  Fairgrounds 

June 18  4-H Consumer Clothing Workshop Downtown   9:30 am.-Noon 

June 21  Mini 4-H Day Camp    Community Bldg.    

June 24  Quality Livestock Care Training  Community Building  Noon 

 


