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C H R I S T M A S

Purdue Extension Jennings County will be holding
our annual meeting and celebrating the holiday at
The City of North Vernon’s Christmas In The City
on Saturday, December 7th. Join us in the Euler
Building (246 E Walnut Street, next to HOS Coffee)
between 1 PM -  7 PM for a free reindeer food craft,
sign up for 12 Nights of Bedtime Stories, and learn
ways Purdue Extension supports our community!



4-H enrollment is open and ready for you to enroll!

We are nearly halfway through the 4-H Enrollment Period but only have
about 20% of our members enrolled for the 2025 year! It is important that 4-
H’ers and volunteers are re-enrolled by January 15th! You must be enrolled for
2025 to sign up for camps, submit scholarships, enroll animals, and much
more. If you have any questions or need any help with enrollment, please
contact the office by calling 812-352-3033

Merry Christmas,
Rebekah Cartwright
4-H Youth Development Educator

Any adult who has enrolled, but has not completed the
online training videos, may attend an in-person volunteer
training at 6:00 pm on December 9th at the Extension
Office. You must submit your 4-H Online enrollment
before attending. If you need assistance with this, please
contact the Extension Office at 812-352-3033. 

The online training videos or the in-person training are
mandatory to be approved as a 4-H Volunteer.

Adult Volunteer Training

December -

5 Jr. Livestock Comm. 6pm

6 Muscatatuck Mudpuppies 6pm

6 Zenas Livewires/Plowboys 3-5pm

7 Shining Stars (contact leader)

9 4-H Council By-Law Comm. 5pm

9 Volunteer Training 6pm

17 Jr Leaders 6pm

20 Zenas Livewires/Plowboys 5-7pm

24 Extension Office Closed

25 Extension Office Closed

31 Extension Office Closed
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Jennings County 4-H
December 4-H Newsletter

Important Dates 

Dear 4-H Families & Volunteers,

December
2024

Southeastern Indiana 4-H Camp Dates
Camp Dates:

Junior Directors, Group Leaders, and Counselors will
report to camp from June 2-6.
Counselors in Training and Campers will report to camp
from June 3-6

Junior Staff Upcoming Dates:
Junior Directors Only - January 14th 6-8pm at Jefferson
County Fairgrounds
Junior Staff including all but Counselors In Training -
Feb 11th from 6-8 pm. Location TBD
All Junior Staff - April 12th 10am-3pm at the Jefferson
County Community Building



In partnership with the Indiana 4-H Foundation, the Indiana 4-H Youth Development
Program annually awards more than $150,000.00 in scholarships to 4-H members to
pursue post-secondary education. Scholarships are awarded to recognize youth
participating in Indiana’s 4-H Youth Development Program on their achievements
and life skill development resulting from participating in various 4-H experiences. On
the next page, the different scholarships are listed with brief descriptions. To access
the application, visit 4-H Online through the events tab! Youth who are still members
of 4-H must be in approved enrollment status to register for scholarships. If you are
registering for the scholarships as a graduated senior, you can use your existing
profile without re-enrollment.

Scholarship Help - Need help with scholarships? Whether you need help submitting,
need scholarship writing advice, or just don’t know where to begin, I am always here
to help! Your green record folder would be helpful when applying for these
scholarships. The Extension Office also has laptops available for you to utilize to help
submit scholarships. Call the Extension Office and set up an appointment with
Rebekah for help or schedule a time to use a laptop to submit your application!

Jennings County 4-H
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FOLLOW OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE FOR

MORE UPCOMING
IMPORTANT DATES!

Club Meetings & Events

2024 4-H Scholarships

Can you find the four H's hidden in the 4-H  newsletter? 

 Jr. Livestock Committee Meeting
December 5th at 6 PM at the Extension Office

4-H Council By-Law Committee Meeting
December 9th at 5 PM at the Extension Office

Muscatatuck Mudpuppies Meeting
December 6th at 6 PM at New Bethel Church

Junior Leaders Meeting
December 17th at 6 PM at the Extension Office

4-H Volunteer Training (see page 1 for more details)
December 9th at 6 PM at the Extension Office

Shining Stars Christmas In The City 
December 7th (contact leader for more information)

Zenas Livewires & Zenas Plowboys Bell Ringing
December 6th from 3-5 PM at North Vernon Walmart
December 20th from 5-7 PM at North Vernon Walmart

              



Purdue Horticulture & Landscape Architecture Scholarship
Available to a 4-H member majoring in horticulture or landscape architecture

at Purdue University and studied plant science in 4-H.|

Accomplishment Scholarship

Available to 4-H members entering Purdue University majoring in the College of Agriculture
or select majors in the College of Health and Human Sciences

Available to 4-H members in grades 10-12 of high school and the year immediately following high 
school graduation. The purpose of the 4-H Accomplishment Scholarship is to recognize youth who 

have excelled in life skills development through their 4-H activities and involvement. 

Categories: Animal Science—Meat and Milk Production; Animal Science—Companion and Small 
Animal Production; Citizenship; Communications; Engineering and Technological Science; Healthy 
Living, Food and Nutrition Science; Leadership Development; and Plant and Environmental Science. 
Three additional categories are reserved for applicants demonstrating life skills development 
in more than one of the previously listed categories. Those are Premier Achievement, Premier 
Citizenship, and Premier Leadership.
Eligibility: Applicants must be in grade 10, 11, 12, or their first year immediately following 4-H 
enrollment eligibility at the time applications are due. While an applicant does not have to be a 
current 4-H member, they must demonstrate multiple years of involvement in Indiana’s 4-H Youth 
Development Program.
Youth who have previously been awarded a $1,000 accomplishment scholarship are only eligible 
to compete in the Premier Achievement, Premier Citizenship, and Premier Leadership categories. 
Youth who have previously been awarded a $2,000 scholarship are no longer eligible to compete in 
any category.
Awards: A minimum of thirty $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to youth based on their 
demonstration of life skills development in these eight categories: Animal Science—Meat and 
Milk Production; Animal Science—Companion and Small Animal Production; Citizenship; 
Communications; Engineering and Technological Science; Healthy Living, Food, and Nutrition 
Science; Leadership Development; and Plant and Environmental Science.
A minimum of one $2,000 scholarship will be awarded in each of these categories: Premier 
Achievement; Premier Citizenship; and Premier Leadership.

Visit bit.ly/4hscholarship to download applications. 
Applications due to County 4-H Educator January 25. 
Contact your county’s Purdue Extension Office to learn more.
$176,880 AWARDED IN 2024

Senior Year Scholarship
Available to 4-H members in their senior year of high school

Club Scholarship

SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES2025

http://bit.ly/4hscholarship
http://bit.ly/4hscholarship


Emily Peterson: epeterson@purdue.eduPage
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Ag & Natural Resources  December
2024

Important Dates:

December: 
 6pm December
10th Area 1 Beef
Meeting 
December 10th
Jackson County
Crops Mgt PARP
9:30am-12pm
December 10th
Ripley County
Produce PARP 1pm-
3pm
December 16 Last
chance PARP 1pm-
3pm
March 1st Jennings
County Soil County
PARP 9am-11:30am

Do you love gardening?
Purdue Extension Jennings County is beginning to
develop a Master Gardner program!
If you are interested in joining the Basic Training
program for this spring, we have an online option as
well as a in-person in Jefferson County. Please call
the Jennings County office if interested. 

Are you interested in becoming a
Jennings County Master Gardner?



Ag & Natural Resources
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Soil Sample and Testing:
The Jennings County Extension Office offers soil sample bags and
test forms for sample submission. We have a soil probe available to
borrow.  Office hours are Monday-Friday, 8am-4pm.

Plant and Bug Identification:
If you need a plant, weed, or bug identified, bring it to our office and
Emily Peterson, our ANR Educator, will assist you. Please call ahead at
812-352-3033 to make sure Emily is in the office and available. You
may also email photos of the specimen to Emily at
epeterson@purdue.edu for ID.

Jennings ANR Services

December 
2024



Ag & Natural Resources
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December 10th Jackson County Crops Mgt PARP 9:30am-
12pm
December 10th Ripley County Produce PARP 1pm-3pm
December 16 Last chance PARP 1pm-3pm
March 1st Jennings County Soil County PARP 9am-11:30am

Check out additional PARP program details at:
https://ag.purdue.edu/department/extension/ppp/private-
applicators/recertification-parp/parp-events/parp-events-
southeast.html

Check out the Purdue On The Farm YouTube for a bi-weekly
crop and weather update:
https://www.youtube.com/@PurdueOnTheFarm

 Visit -
https://ag.purdue.edu/department/hla/extension/publicati
ons-and-newsletters.html or search HORTICULTURE
EXTENSION NEWSLETTERS to get signed up for topics such
as gardening, fruit, lawncare, flowers, weed and insects,
and much more. Most newsletters are a simple weekly or bi-
weekly email that discusses what growers are seeing across
Indiana at the current time. This helps growers of all sorts
know and identify any issues they are having in their own
landscape. If you are having trouble getting signed up,
reach out to our ANR Educator for help. 

Upcoming PARPs and Events 

December
2024



Deidre Wagster: dwagster@purdue.edu

12 Nights of Bedtime Stories: Dec 9-21

ServSafe Food Manager

Health & Human Sciences
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Wednesday, January 22, 2025
Purdue Extension Office

Registration 8:15 AM
Training begins at 8:30 AM

Exam immediately following 

Register by Jan. 13th at: 
https://cvent.me/zB8NGw  

We are excited to partner with North Vernon Main Street for this special series.
Register youth by Dec. 8th at https://bit.ly/12NightsBedtimeStories2024

Join the Facebook Event for the nightly stories by scanning the 
QRC below or going to  https://www.facebook.com/share/189zviCVt5/ 

 12 Nights 
of Bedtime
Stories

Reading Made Fun

If you would like to participate as a reader in
Kindergarten classes for our Reading Made Fun
program, please contact the office at 812-352-3033
Reading dates/times for 2024-2025 will be:

2024-2025 Volunteers Needed!

Thursdays 
Dec. 12, Jan 16, Feb 6, 
March 6, April 3, May 8
Hayden 9:00AM
Scipio 10:10 AM
Sand Creek 12:10 PM
Brush Creek 1:20PM

Fridays 
Dec. 13, Jan 17, Feb 7,
March 7, April 4, May 9
Graham Creek 9:00 AM
St. Mary’s 10:00 AM
CC-NV 11:35 AM
NVE 12:20 PM

JCSC volunteer paperwork
must be completed!



The Family Dinner Project: 
Managing Mealtime with Fidgety Kids



Community Wellness Coordinator

Jeff Walker:  jeffwalker@purdue.edu

Health & Human Sciences
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Hi all!

I hope everyone enjoys the holidays! It is such a great time to be with family and friends,

reflect on what’s important, and enjoy amazing food. Don’t forget to take some moments in

the holiday rush to count those blessings. We’ve been busy with Purdue Extension office

this month, here’s a quick rundown of the NEP highlights:

1.    Support the Jennings County Food Security Coalition on Day of Giving! For those

interested in supporting food pantries, meal programs, and more, please consider donating

to the Coalition’s endowment at the Community Foundation on December 3rd! Contact me

at 812-352-3037 if you would like more information.

2.    Jennings County Active Transportation Committee is putting us on the map! On

November 14th, three individuals joined me at an Indiana trails planning workshop in

Indianapolis and shared about the county’s Active Transportation Plan to see how we might

fit within the regional trails plan the state is creating.

3.    Join the Coordinating Council’s Christmas Box distribution! On December 14th from

9am-3pm volunteers will assemble and then give out boxes of food for families at North

Vernon Church of the Nazarene. If you’d like to help, please call Amanda Bott at the

Jennings County Coordinating Council at (812) 346-5183. 

4.    Help with the mobile pantry distribution at the CSL Clubhouse! If you or any students

you know are looking for an opportunity to volunteer this holiday season, please join the

folks from at Gleaners and the Boys & Girls Club of Jennings County at the CSL Clubhouse

(3342 Country Manor Blvd.) on December 13th at 3:30pm. 

5.    December’s Walk with a Doc will be held on Friday, December 13th at 

4pm. Come join Dr. Jen Stanley to hear about the health topic of the month 

and enjoy a walk with others.

If you’re interested by this work, please contact our office or email me at

jeffwalker@purdue.edu. Many groups in our community are working on 

these efforts and I’d be happy to connect you to a group needing volunteers!

                                                        Healthfully yours, Jeff Walker

mailto:jeffwalker@purdue.edu


Emily Dunn:  egeorgi@purdue.edu

Nutrition Education Program Advisor

Health & Human Sciences
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Hi everyone!

We are officially into the holiday season! This means finding healthy alternatives
to seasonal classics can be challenging, but I’m here to help! If you or your family
would like to learn more about maintaining a healthy diet during the holidays,
send me an email (egeorgi@purdue.edu) or call the office at (812) 352-3033. I
can help you learn how to stay physically active during the hustle and bustle of
the holidays. Use the recipe below to add flavor to leftovers and limit waste!
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