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WELCOME TO THE TEAM!

In May, Ruth Yoder and Therese Hauersperger
joined the  Purdue Extension - Jennings County
office as Summer Assistants, and Haylie May joined
the office as an ANR summer intern. We are excited
to have them as a part of our team this summer!



We have made it! Fair Time is here! Below you will find information pertaining to fair week
events and other events throughout the rest of the month. This newsletter will not include a
complete list of information you may need for fair week so please refer to your 4-H Handbooks
as well as any mailings you may have received.

All the best,
Rebekah Cartwright
4-H Youth Development Educator
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Jennings County 4-H
June 4-H Newsletter

Dear 4-H Families & Volunteers,

JUNE
2025

Calling All Volunteers!

Office Closure Friday, June 6th-13th
Beginning Friday, June 6 through Friday, June 13, our office at the
government center will be closed due to fair preparation and the
Jennings County Fair. We will return to the office on Monday, June 16th.

The office will also be closed on Thursday, June 19th.

We are still in need of volunteers for fair preparation, static judging, and fair
week. If you are able to assist, please contact our office!

Community Building Set-Up, Thursday, June 5 beginning at 4PM
Static Project Check-In & Judging, Saturday, June 7, 9:30AM - Noon
Community Building Hosts for Monday, June 9 - Friday June 13
Stock the Trailer Dunk Tank Host for Monday, June 9-Friday June 13, 5-9 PM
Community Building Clean-Up, Monday June 16 after Awards Dinner

Follow our
Facebook Page for

more Upcoming
Important Dates!

Static Project Schedule
Friday, June 6:

3:00 PM - BBQ Project Set-Up @ the Pavilion
5:00 PM - BBQ Project Judging
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Mini 4-H & Early Project Check-In @ Community Building
6:00 PM - Cat Show Registration @ Livestock Arena
6:30 PM - Cat Show @ Livestock Show Arena

Saturday, June 7:
9:00 AM - 9:15 AM -  Junior Leader and Project Superintendent Arrival
10:00 AM - Noon - Open Project Judging @ Community Building

LIVESTOCK MEMBERS: 
Refer to your Livestock Schedule for specific Check-In Times.
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Outstanding 4-Her Award
The 4-H Council would like to honor two Outstanding Jennings County
4-Hers who have contributed the most to the 4-H program in the
county. These individuals must exhibit leadership qualities. Please
complete the application and return it to the Livestock Office at the
Fairgrounds by Friday June 13 . There is no grade requirement to apply
for this award. Nominations are made by the member or another
person.  This will be presented at the Awards Banquet on Monday, June
16 . If you would like an application, please contact the Extension office
or ask for an application at the Livestock office during fair week. 

th

th

State Fair Static Project 

Bob Amick Award
Each Junior Leader is encouraged to apply for the Bob Amick Award.
It can only be received one time. Junior Leaders must have completed
two years in the Junior Leaders Club. The award must be applied for
and applicants may be interviewed if necessary. The award consists of
a plaque and a monetary award in the amount of $100 and will be
presented at the Awards Banquet on Monday, June 16 .  Please return
your application by Tuesday, June 10 at the Livestock Office at the
Fairgrounds. If you would like an application, please contact the
Extension office or ask for an application at the Livestock office during
fair week. 

th

Award Ceremony
4-Hers please be aware that there will be an awards ceremony before
the Livestock Auction on Friday, June 13 at 5:30 PM. The awards include
but are not limited to 10 Year 4-H Awards, Farm Bureau Tenure Awards,
Scholarships, Livestock Herdsmanship, etc. Please be sure to attend this
event so that you can be present to accept an award. 

There will be an awards banquet for Static Project Exhibitors and Junior
Leaders on Monday, June 16  at 6:00 PM at the Community Building.th

If you have a static project selected for the State Fair and would like the
Extension Office to transport your project to the State Fair, we will keep
the project at the Extension Office until it returns from State Fair. Based
on transport space, there may be projects that we request families
transport to the State Fair themselves. This eliminates the need for you to
return your project to the Extension Office later this summer. Some
projects are an exception (Cake Decoration, Foods, Garden, etc). Or if
you would like to make improvements to your projects based on the
judge’s suggestions from the county fair, you may improve and then
return to the Extension Office before the State Fair transport. The
Extension Office will provide more information regarding when the
projects need to be returned to the office for the State Fair at project
check-in.
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4-H Fair Events

Thank YOU to our 2025 4-H Sponsors
Ultimate Clover Sponsors

ISU Bright Agency  ~Jennings County farm bureau inc.
Rose acre farm- jen acre egg farm ~wagster crop insurance

Gold Sponsors
Bingham Farm machinery~BME Solutions ~ Bode electric inc. 

brewer livestock ~ coffee creek conservation club ~ebbing auto parts inc.
goins family farm & fencing ~McHaley’s Construction and concrete 

Silver Sponsors
Almosta Farm - Brian and Erin Biehle ~ Bailey Family Farms ~ Baird Homes

 Bingham Farm Machinery ~ Brad and Emily Ponsler & Family 
 Bradshaw building specialties inc. ~ FPBH inc. ~ Georgi Family 

 Itell Family farm ~ Jackson County REMC 
 Jennings county soil and water conservation district 

 Johnny and Katie suhre & family~ Lane farms show cattle 
 letts Hardware & equipment ~ Mark and Robbin Strope 

Norma Rowe & family ~ premier ag & energy ~ Risk Family 
Ron and kay bloemer ~ sei communications ~tempest tool & machine inc.  

tom and bev martin ~ vogel farms inc. 
vojkufka family ~ wk farm inc. 

Bronze Sponsors

Bruce Fischvogt family ~ Columbia home extension club 
 elise allen- In memory of billy bloemer ~ Jake and nadine suhre 

Jennings veterinarians ~ Jon and Julie Webster ~joyce’s flowers inc. 
 mark and barb biehle & family ~mike and cheryl ward 

Nathan and joanne burbrink ~ ponsler family farms llc 
 rick and jean klene ~ tom lawson real estate & auction service 

 zenas livewires/ zenas plowboys
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Farmers in the
Making:

Hey kids! Come join
the fun at the Farmers
in the Making station
inside the Farm Bureau
Building during the
Jennings County Fair!
Open Monday–Friday
at 5 PM and
Wednesday from 1–8
PM, this hands-on
activity lets you try out
real farm chores in a
fun mock-up farm
setting. Learn how
food is grown, take
care of animals, and
earn a tasty prize
(snack!) as you "farm"
your way through the
stations!

The ANR and 4-H Educator recently wrapped up
the “Chicks in the Classroom” program at all
Jennings County public schools. As part of this
hands-on experience, 2nd grade students
observed the life cycle of chickens by incubating
and successfully hatching eggs in their
classrooms. The program sparked curiosity and
excitement while helping students connect
science concepts to real-life experiences.

End of the Year Excitement in Schools



Ag & Natural Resources
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Soil Sample and Testing:
The Jennings County Extension Office offers soil sample bags and
test forms for sample submission. We have a soil probe available to
borrow.  Office hours are Monday-Friday, 8am-4pm.

Plant and Bug Identification:
If you need a plant, weed, or bug identified, bring it to our office and
Emily Peterson, our ANR Educator, will assist you. Please call ahead at
812-352-3033 to make sure Emily is in the office and available. You
may also email photos of the specimen to Emily at
epeterson@purdue.edu for ID.

Jennings ANR Services

June
2025
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There are no upcoming PARP events in the South East
District at this time. 

Check out additional PARP program details at:  
https://ag.purdue.edu/department/extension/ppp/private-
applicators/recertification-parp/parp-events/parp-events-
southeast.html

Check out the Purdue On The Farm YouTube for a bi-weekly
crop and weather update:
https://www.youtube.com/@PurdueOnTheFarm

 Visit -  
https://ag.purdue.edu/department/hla/extension/publicati
ons-and-newsletters.html or search HORTICULTURE
EXTENSION NEWSLETTERS to get signed up for topics such
as gardening, fruit, lawncare, flowers, weed and insects,
and much more. Most newsletters are a simple weekly or bi-
weekly email that discusses what growers are seeing across
Indiana at the current time. This helps growers of all sorts
know and identify any issues they are having in their own
landscape. If you are having trouble getting signed up,
reach out to our ANR Educator for help. 

Upcoming PARPs and Events 

June
2025



Deidre Wagster: dwagster@purdue.edu

12 Nights of Summertime Stories: July 14-26

ServSafe Food Manager

Register by July 7th by
scanning QR Code or at: 

https://cvent.me/KNx1PE 

Health & Human Sciences
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We are excited to partner again with North Vernon Main Street for this special
bedtime stories series that starts virtually July 14th! 
Register youth by July 14th at  https://bit.ly/12NightsSummer2025
Join the Facebook Event for the nightly stories by scanning the QRC below or 
going to  https://www.facebook.com/share/1FjPG9EeoB/

 12 Nights of 
Summertime

Stories

Monday, July 14, 2025
Purdue Extension Office

Registration 8:15 AM
Training begins at 8:30 AM

Exam immediately following 

2025 Training & Exam Dates 
Monday, July 14, 2025

Monday, September 15, 2025
Monday, November 17, 2025



Deidre Wagster: dwagster@purdue.edu

Boys & Girls Club Market2Go
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Armand’s Harper Valley Farm
Brewer Livestock

Clark’s Berry Farm
Gatrell Family
Hayden Hubb

Maschino Family Farm

McCowan's Market
NexGen

Redmond Produce
VanAntwerp’s Farm Market

Vojkufka Greenhouse

Thank You to our May Market2Go Local Partners!!

We kicked off our third summer with the Boys and Girls Club
of Jennings County's Market2Go in May. We were able to set
up at the CSL, Hayden and Graham Creek clubs and had 98
youth participate! Youth tried a simple kale salad with
sunflower seeds, raisins, pineapple and a simple oil &
pineapple juice dressing. They received a new recipe packet
to try out at home and some tips for growing their tomato
and herb plants that they received from the market in raised
beds or container gardens. 

This program is made possible thanks to an Indiana
Department of Health-Health Issues & Challenges grant to
help address food insecurity and obesity in Jennings County.
If you are a Jennings area grower that would like to
participate, please contact Deidre. 

Thanks again to our local growers and producers that
participate. An extra thanks to the club staff for making this
possible in the three clubs this month!



The Family Dinner Project: 
Managing Mealtime with Fidgety Kids



Emily Dunn:  egeorgi@purdue.edu

Nutrition Education Program Advisor

Hi everyone!

I am excited to announce that I am partnering with the Boys and Girls Club of
Jennings County again this summer! I am teaching CATCH, a Coordinated
Approach to Child Health, in addition to a brand new series of lessons, called
Learn, Grow, Eat, and Go (LGEG, for short)! The CATCH lessons will be taught at
both North Vernon Elementary School and Country Squire Lakes locations,
while the LGEG series will only be taught at Country Squire Lakes.

The CATCH lessons consist of teaching 3  grade students about the
importance of all five food groups: dairy, fruits, proteins, vegetables, and
grains, which physical activities are best, and why we should try new foods. These
lessons teach kids how physical activity can improve mood and reduce
symptoms of stress and mild depression. Each lesson comes packed with food,
fun, and exercise! 

rd

The Learn, Grow, Eat, and Go lessons are similar to the CATCH lessons but offer
a more hands-on approach. Emily Peterson and I will be teaming up to teach the
students about gardening and nutrition. We will cover topics like what plants
need in order to grow, portion sizing, and what people need in order to grow!
These lessons will include use of a garden to teach the kids about the full cycle of
our food. It all starts with a seed and eventually ends up as a meal on our dinner
plate! 

If you or your family would like to learn more about how to make
the healthy choice the easy choice, send me an email!

Page
1

June
2025Nutr i t ion Educat ion Programs



Community Wellness Coordinator

Jeff Walker:  jeffwalker@purdue.edu

Nutr i t ion Educat ion Programs
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Hi all!

It’s been a little while hasn’t it? Between caring for a beautiful l ittle girl and
getting in the groove with work projects after parental leave, I’ve not shared
an update since February’s newsletter. We’ve been busy in the Purdue
Extension office this month, here’s a quick rundown of highlights from my
work:

1. Summer Walks 4 Jennings is getting ready to begin! If you’d like to join
us for the fourth year of the summer walking social, you can learn more at the
group’s Summer Walks 4 Jennings Facebook page or contact me for more
information!
2. Town of Vernon held a ribbon cutting ceremony for their new trail on
April 26th. If you haven’t taken a moment to check out the new trail from the
Vernon Commons to Vinegar Mill at Muscatatuck County Park, then you
should! This has been a project six years in the making and congratulations to
everyone involved!
3. The County’s first official Bike to School Day event was held on May
12 .  Fifteen students enjoyed a ride from the City Park to St. Mary’s with
Mayor Shawn Gerkin and the NVPD joining in on the fun. The event was
organized by the Active Transportation Committee!

t h

3. The Jennings County Food Security Coalition can double your money!
Thanks to the Lilly Endowment the Coalition is matching every dollar donated
in 2025 (up to $30,000) to build an endowment at the Jennings County
Community Foundation. This endowment will allow the Coalition to continue
hosting community events and workshops, bimonthly meetings, and support a
shared fund that gives back every year to local organizations fighting hunger!
4. June’s Walk with a Doc will be held on Friday, June 13th at 4pm.  Come
join Dr. Jen Stanley to hear about the health topic of the month and enjoy a
walk with others.

If you’re interested by this work, please contact our office or
email me at jeffwalker@purdue.edu. Many groups in our
community are working on these efforts and I’d be happy to
connect you to one!

Healthfully yours, Jeff Walker
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