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Mini 4-H Helper’s Page 

 
Welcome to the Johnson County Mini 4-H program!  Mini 4-H is designed for youth to explore a 
variety of project activity areas and to interact with caring adults and other children.   
 
Children receive this project activity manual when enrolling in Mini 4-H.  This manual and the 
manuals on various other topics will provide fun age appropriate learning activities 
throughout their year(s) in Mini 4-H. 
 
As a Mini 4-H adult helper your job will be to guide and encourage each child through the 
activities.  A wide range of activities are provided to allow you to choose the ones most 
appropriate for the children you are working with.  It is highly suggested that you do not 
complete the activities for them.  Instead help them, guide them, work with them, and let 
them do all that they possibly can.  4-H believes in allowing children to learn by doing.  The 
Mini 4-H project activities are hands-on learning opportunities designed to provide a 
meaningful educational experience for youth.   
 
Additionally, the Mini 4-H program is set up to allow children to display a project activity that 
is based upon information within this manual.  Most children will choose to exhibit their 
project at the 4-H fair.  The 4-H fair is an exciting week that allows community youth to 
showcase their enthusiasm for learning. Children may choose to display a project activity they 
did by themselves or one they did with a group.  
 
Please help the child to bring their Mini 4-H project to the fairgrounds during the designated 
Mini 4-H judging time.  Each exhibit will need a Mini 4-H exhibit tag and their Mini 4-H Project 
Record Sheet.  Mini 4-H exhibits are non-competitive meaning they all receive a special Mini 
4-H blue ribbon.   Once the fair is over, be sure to pick up the project during 4-H Project 
Release.  
 
Mini 4-H is fun!  Children will certainly enjoy it.  You can have fun too, by guiding and helping 
as children participate in the program.  Encourage and praise the children as they have fun 
learning and sharing with you. If you have any questions regarding Mini 4-H or other 4-H 
programs, please feel free to contact Purdue Extension Johnson County at 317-736-3724.    
 
 
 
 

It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service that all persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational 
programs, services, activities, and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age, national origin or ancestry, marital status, 
parental status, sexual orientation, disability or status as a veteran. Purdue University is an Affirmative Action institution. This material 
may be available in alternative formats. 
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Mini 4-H Program Rules 

 The Mini 4-H program is designed to supplement and introduce kindergarten, 
first, and second graders to the Johnson County 4-H program. 
 
RULES 
1.   Mini 4-H is open to any boy or girl who is enrolled in kindergarten, first, or 

 second grade on January 1st of the current 4-H year. 
 
2.  Any Kindergartener may enroll in one (1) project. 
  Any first grader may enroll in one (1) or two (2) projects. 
  Any second grader may enroll in one (1) to four (4) projects. 
 
3.  Mini 4-H members are enrolled in the Mini Clovers 4-H Club, which is led by the   

Extension Educator & Volunteers. Meetings are not required, the project(s) will be 
done at home. 

4.  Mini 4-H projects include: Arts & Crafts, Bugs, Cookie Decorating, Collections, 
Flowers, Foods, Forestry, Horse & Pony, Livestock, Models, Sewing, Small Animals, 
and Wildlife. 

 
5.  Enrollment of Mini 4-H begins October 1st. 
 
6.   ALL POSTER EXHIBITS MUST:   
 A.  Have a solid, stiff backing, which is 11” high by 14” wide.   

     This can be 1/4” plywood, HEAVY cardboard, foam board, or  
 masonite.  

    
Exception: Wildlife poster is 11”x 22”. 

 
 B.  Be positioned HORIZONTALLY. 
 
 C.  Have a total exhibit board no larger than 11” high by 14” wide.   
  (Wildlife- 11”x 22”) 
  
 D.  Be completely COVERED BY A CLEAR PLASTIC material. 
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Mini 4-H Forestry 
 
Do you like to take walks in the park or sit under trees in the summer?  Have you seen 
animals or birds that make their homes in trees?  Can you find things made of wood 
around your home?  If you have questions about trees and how trees help us, Mini 4-H 
Forestry is for you! 

Forestry is the study of trees.  There are many different kinds of trees.  Some trees 
grow fruit or nuts on them while other trees have colorful leaves and sweet-smelling 
flowers.  Each kind of tree is different and each tree has special jobs to do.  A walnut 
tree grows walnuts that can be eaten by animals and people.  A pine tree’s leaves 
don’t fall off in the winter so these trees can shield buildings from the wind and 
snow.  Oak trees grow tall and have a lot of big branches so they are perfect for 
keeping the sun off of people, animals, and houses all summer long. 

Trees also help us have fun.  We can play in piles of leaves, swing from a tire tied to a 
tree limb, or build a tree house in a tree’s branches high above the ground.  Trees do 
a lot of important things that help people and people can do a lot to help trees, also.  
You will find out some of the ways trees and people can work together in this project 
manual. 

 

WHAT TO EXHIBIT – GRADE K 

1. Exhibit an 11” x 14” poster about leaves that come from trees. 

2. Attach a name tag to your exhibit.  You can use the name tag printed in this 

manual. 

3. Fill out the record sheet and bring it with your exhibit to the 4-H Fair. 

WHAT TO EXHIBIT – GRADE 1 

1. Exhibit an 11” x 14” poster about seeds or leaves that come from trees. 

2. Attach a name tag to your exhibit.  You can use the name tag printed in this 

manual. 

3. Fill out the record sheet and bring it with your exhibit to the 4-H Fair. 

WHAT TO EXHIBIT – GRADE 2 

1. Exhibit an 11’ x 14” poster showing things that people can do to help trees or 

showing things that people use that come from trees. 
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2. Attach a name tag to your exhibit.  You can use the name tag printed in this 

manual. 

3. Fill out the record sheet and bring it with your exhibit to the 4-H Fair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NAME__________________________________________________________ 

GRADE (as of January 1) ______________________________________ 

SCHOOL_________________________________________________________ 
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Mini 4-H’ers Page 

 
Mini 4-H’ers have lots of fun!  There are many activities for you to explore.  You can 
try new things, which you can share with your family and friends. 
 
Here are some things to know about 4-H: 
 
The 4-H Symbol: A four leaf clover with a “H” on each leaf 
 
The 4-H Colors: The 4-H colors are green and white.  The four-leaf clover is green 
and the “H” in the leaf is white. 
 
The 4-H Motto: “To make the best better.”   
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RECORD SHEET 

MINI 4-H FORESTRY 

Name ____________________________________Grade ________ 

School Attending ________________________________________ 

Please complete and bring with Mini 4-H Exhibit. 

I choose to exhibit ______________________________________. 

I took a walk and saw ____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________. 

I learned _______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________. 

My favorite part of Mini 4-H this year was ___________________ 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________. 

List who helped you with the project _______________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

 


