
I hope you all had a wonderful, restful, and refreshing holiday season surrounded by
family, friends, and the people who matter most. I also hope each of you had a safe and
plentiful harvest this fall. As we turn the page into a new year, I want to take a moment to
express my appreciation for the strength, dedication, and resilience of our local
agriculture community. Your hard work continues to shape the landscape of LaPorte
County, and it’s an honor to serve and support you through Purdue Extension.

This time of year offers a chance to reflect on the past season, look ahead to new
opportunities, and prepare for what’s to come. Whether you’re considering new practices,
exploring research-based resources, or looking to get involved in upcoming programs, I’m
excited to partner with you in the months ahead. Purdue Extension is here to walk
alongside you—providing education, connections, and support to help your operations and
families thrive.

Thank you for all you do to keep our agricultural community strong. I’m looking forward to
another year filled with learning, collaboration, and meaningful conversations. Wishing
you a successful and hopeful start to the new year!
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Before most holiday shoppers begin decorating, Christmas tree growers are already
years into the process. On average, it takes seven years to grow a Christmas tree with
the quality and appearance consumers expect.
Across Indiana, many Christmas tree farms are embracing agritourism, welcoming
visitors to participate in agriculture-related activities while creating memorable
seasonal experiences. Agritourism includes operations such as pumpkin patches,
wineries, apple orchards, and Christmas tree farms, all of which allow the public to
connect directly with local agriculture.
Producing a high-quality tree remains the foundation of these operations. Growers
carefully select cold-hardy varieties like Scotch pine, white pine, and Canaan fir and
manage them through years of irrigation, weed control, and maintenance. Purdue
Extension supports these efforts by sharing research-based practices that can
improve tree quality and reduce production time.
Beyond production, many farms enhance the visitor experience through seasonal
activities that encourage families to spend time outdoors and return year after year.
These experiences add value for customers while strengthening farm businesses
and community connections.
Purdue Extension supports agritourism operations across Indiana by providing
education and assistance in agriculture, marketing, and business development,
helping growers succeed from seed to sale.

Read the full article: Why You Might Be a Tourist This Holiday Season on the Purdue
Extension website at
 👉 https://extension.purdue.edu/news/2025/12/why-you-might-be-a-tourist-this-
holiday-season.html

Why you might be a tourist this Holiday Season
Olivia De Young
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Master Gardener Basic Training
The 14-week Master Gardener training recently wrapped up, with four dedicated
participants from LaPorte County successfully completing the course. Throughout the
program, participants gained a strong foundation in horticulture through research-based
education, hands-on activities, and meaningful discussion. We are excited to welcome
these new Master Gardeners and look forward to the positive impact they will have as they
share their knowledge and serve our community.

Events Update 

Purdue EDGE in Ag Conference
The Ag Engage Conference is quickly approaching and will take place on February 19, 2026,
in Bloomington, Indiana. Formerly known as the Women in Agriculture Team, the Purdue
EDGE in AG Team, is hosting the Ag Engage Conference so that it reflects an expanded
focus on welcoming a broader audience while continuing the tradition of meaningful
conversations, practical education, and strong networking opportunities. This year’s
conference will feature keynote speaker Zoe Kent, along with a variety of engaging
sessions designed to inform, inspire, and connect individuals involved in agriculture.
Registration is now open, and attendees are encouraged to secure their spot for a day
dedicated to growth, collaboration, and engaging with the future of agriculture.

Drones in the Classroom
Tello drones are making their way into classrooms across LaPorte County, giving students
a hands-on opportunity to explore technology, problem-solving, and real-world
applications of STEM concepts. These interactive lessons allow students to learn through
flight challenges, coding basics, and teamwork, while connecting classroom learning to
agriculture and innovation. If you, or a teacher you know, would like to bring this
experience to a classroom, please reach out to learn more.



February
February 6: Fruitful Fridays Webinar begins
February 17: Grain Market Navigator Series at Pinney begins
February 26: Purdue Extension - LaPorte County Annual Meeting

January
January 20: Farm Fertilizer PARP in Hamlet
January 21: Keystone PARP in LaPorte

Upcoming Events

March
March 11-12: LaPorte County Ag Days
March 23: Barn Quilt Workshop #1
March 24: Barn Quilt Workshop #2
March 30: Barn Quilt Workshop #3
March 31: Barn Quilt Workshop #4

See flyers below for more information about the above events

Reminder
Follow our Facebook page or check the
Purdue Pesticide Program page for all
upcoming PARP events as they are added.
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Join us for a morning of practical irrigation insights and hands-on learning. 

Registration is $20 and includes lunch. CCH, CCA, and PARP credits available.
For special dietary needs, accommodations, or interpreter/ translator services, please
contact the Extension Office at 219-324-9407 or laporteces@purdue.edu at least one week
prior to the event. Purdue University is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access
University/Affirmative Action Institute.

Northwest GREAT LAKESIrrigation Workshop

9-2  PM  CST9-2 PM CST

LAPORTE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
COMMUNITY BUILDING
2581 IN-2
LAPORTE, IN 46350

AG ENDA :
8:30 – 9:00 AM: Registration & Welcome
9:00 – 9:30 AM: Irrigation Scheduling, Apps & Tools
9:30 – 10:00 AM: Soil Moisture Monitoring 
10:00 – 10:30 AM: Dealer Roundtable
10:30 – 11:00 AM Diagnostic Guide
11:00 – 11:30 AM: High Yield Practices 
11:30 AM – 12:00 PM: Irrigating with Pesticides and
Fertilizers
12:00 – 12:30 PM: Lunch
12:30 – 1:00 PM: Significant Water Use (DNR)
1:00 – 1:30 PM: Cash Rents 
1:30 – 2:00 PM: PARP
2:00 PM: Adjourn











Monday, March 23: 4:30-7 pm CST
Tuesday, March 24: 4:30-6 pm CST
Monday, March 30: 4:30-6 pm CST
Tuesday, March 31: 4:30-6 pm CST

Purdue University prohibits discrimination against any member of the University community on the basis of race,
religion, color, sex, age, national origin or ancestry, genetic information, marital status, parental status, sexual
orientation, gender identity and expression, disability, or status as a veteran. If you are in need of accommodations to
attend this program, please contact Jesi Davenport prior to the meeting at 219-324-9407 or jfurness@purdue.edu by
March 13, 2025. Anyone under the age of 18 must be accompanied by an adult.

Create your own colorful, geometric 2' x 2' masterpiece to hang on a barn, a
home, or a business. Boards, primer, tape, brushes, and up to 4 paint colors will be
available for participants. For accommodations or interpreter/translator services,
please contact Jesi Davenport at 219-324-9407 or jfurness@purdue.edu at least
one week prior to the event.

4 SESSION SERIES

WORKSHOP DATES

Register at:
https://tinyurl.com/BarnQuiltPorter
by March 13. 2026
Registration fee: $50

LOCATION
Purdue Extension - LaPorte County
2857 W. State Road 2, Suite A
LaPorte, IN 46350
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