

TO:  

Eligible Fair Queen Contestants

FROM:
Lisa Rinker, Patty Riggs, and Tiffany Van Natta, Queen Pageant Directors

DATE: 
March 16, 2026
RE:  

2026 Madison County Fair Queen Program
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The queen committee for the Madison County Fair requests that each eligible girl consider applying for participation in the 2026 Fair Queen Program. The queen pageant will be held Sunday, July 12th at 3:00 p.m. in the Madison County Farm Bureau 4-H Building Exhibit Hall.  
Please take note of the scheduled meeting dates and the attached queen pageant rules. Complete the application and behavioral expectation form that you can find online at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciEVlEdHbD_b64yZBIdj1OMzKe1Jp-rvcBXRwSvSkF8oymYw/viewform
or by using the QR code to the right.  You must use the application provided. Applications in a different format will not be accepted. 
Applicants should provide three (3) current (head and shoulders shot) wallet sized (2 ½ X 3 ½) photographs to the Extension Office by May 1, 2026. The photos must be identical and of professional quality. 
Submit the $35.00 non-refundable entry fee with the photos to the Extension Office by May 1, 2026 and ensure your 4-H membership is approved. Please pay by check and make it payable to Madison County 4-H Association. In the memo, please indicate Madison County Queen Program.  

Contestants must be 16 years old by June 1, 2026 to participate in the program. Those that do not meet the age requirement for the Indiana State Fair Queen Program (contestants must be 18 years of age by June 1, 2027) may opt to forgo their eligibility and participation at the state fair program and be queen or can choose to retain state fair eligibility and be a court member. This will be a confidential decision and only the judges will be privy to this information if it is necessary. 
The 2027 State Fair Queen Program Event will be held on January 8-10, 2027.

Contestants must attend all the activities listed below, unless an absence is approved by the queen directors.

	Scheduled Activities 2026

	Sunday
	May 17
	3:00 p.m.
	Orientation Meeting 

	Monday
	June 8
	6:00 p.m.
	Modeling/Interview Workshop/Group Picture

	Monday
	June 15
	6:00 p.m.
	Mock Interviews

	Tuesday
	June 30
	6:00 p.m.
	Check In and Pizza Party

	Saturday
	July 11
	6:00 p.m.
	Rehearsal

	Sunday
	July 12
	 12:00 - 5:00 p.m.
	Judging and Program


Queen contestants will be judged in the following categories:

	Interview:  45 Points
	Ability to Converse
	15 Points

	
	Personality
	15 Points

	
	Poise
	15 Points

	Formal Wear:  20 Points                                                              
	Stage Presence
	10 Points

	
	Overall Impression
	10 Points

	
	
	

	Professional Wear:  20 Points
	Posture and Poise

Overall Impression
	10 Points

10 Points

	
	
	

	Prepared Speech (On stage)
	Each contestant will prepare a speech no longer than one (1) minute, on the topic of her choice. Speeches will be scored on natural speaking ability, delivery, poise, and originality. 
	15 Points

	Impromptu Question (On stage)
	
	10 Points




                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
The application must be submitted by May 1, 2026 by 4 pm. Photos and entry fee must be received in the Extension Office by May 1, 2026.

For more information or questions, call Lisa Rinker (765-620-5971), Patty Riggs (765-278-2268), or Tiffany Van Natta (765-620-5972).

