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DROP BOX AVAILABLE!!! 
At the South entrance of the county build-
ing is a drop-box, labeled payment box. 
Label whatever you are putting in it for the  
Extension office and you can drop things 
off AFTER HOURS! 

Find our Website: https://extension.purdue.edu/Marshall 

Marshall County, The Garden Gate 
Published by: Marshall County Extension Staff,  

Brieanna Slonaker, brieanna@purdue.edu 
Ag & Natural Resources Educator 

 
Krystyna Hyrczyk, Stephanie Hunt, Lindsay Shrader 

Support Staff 
Phone: 574-935-8545 Email: marshces@purdue.edu 

 

Purdue Extension Marshall County Ag & Natural Resources 
www.facebook.com/marshallanr 

Marshall County Master Gardeners  
www.facebook.com/marshallcountymastergardeners 

Purdue University is an equal access / equal opportunity / affirmaƟve acƟon insƟtuƟon 
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,  Marshall County Master Gardener February 
MeeƟng Minutes  

We were joined by Lindsey Spaulding, the Lead Landscaper at The 
Botany Shop. Her discussion was about NaƟve Plants. She specializ-
es in converƟng lawns to naƟve gardens. Some important key points 
as to why we should plant naƟves are less space for weeds, insec-
taries (pollinator strips), as well as they are perennials which saves 
money. She discussed net-posiƟve landscaping which builds soil 
with minimal disturbance, mimics natural paƩerns, and is mindful of 
resources (water, Ɵme/energy). If you were unable to make the 
meeƟng, I urge you to look at the PowerPoint she shared that was 
sent out via email as it contains a lot of great informaƟon.  

Following the presentaƟon Roy shared some Unity Gardens updates. 
He was informed that the Extension office could only fund $1,500 of 
the $7,000 proposed grant, with hopes of United Way coming up 
with at least $5,000. We will be having another follow-up meeƟng 
on March 1st at 11:30 am where we will discuss funding (what’s be-
ing applied for, and other donors interested) as well as the use of 
treated lumber in garden beds.  

The Argos Friends of the Library project was also discussed. They are 
looking for something that needs essenƟally zero upkeep and just 
want to have a nice seaƟng area for the community to use the free 
Wi-Fi. Lindsey Spaulding kindly offered to help come up with some 
naƟves that would work in that spot.  

Aprons were discussed and Barb menƟoned that Sheryl Diedrich 
was going to do the logos, and we will hopefully have them ready 
before the home show.  
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March 
11– Monthly Meeting @ 7PM Extension Office. Home show prep 
21-Plymouth Home Show set up noon to 6PM Theme yet to be 
decided. 
 
22,23 & 24– Plymouth Home Show  
24– Plymouth Home Show  Breakdown of the booth 4-6PM  
29– Office Closed 
April 
8– Monthly Meeting @ 7PM  

In order to stay an active Master Gardeners, members will 
need 12 hours of volunteer time, 6 hours of educational 
hours, and you will need to fill out the Annual Agreement 
each year! (associate members do not need to complete 
volunteer hours or educational hours) 
 
https://www.purdue.edu/mg-volunteer/login.php 
 
If you would like to turn in 
or call in your hours in to 
our office to be recorded 
you send them to:  
 
 
Marshall Co. Extension  

Office 
  574-935-8545 
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www.facebook.com/marshallcountymastergardeners        

  www.facebook.com/marshallanr 
    

https://www.smore.com/u/purdueboilermaker 

https://extension.purdue.edu/Marshall 
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Inside this issue… 

Unity Gardens Follow‐Up MeeƟng Minutes 1/29  
We were joined at our January 29th meeƟng by Janis Holiday and Tina Morales from 
the MCCOA, and Dave Cooper from the Parks Department.  

We discussed the “Ask a Master Gardener idea” and what Ɵmes/days would work 
best for that. Saturday morning was an idea, as well as in the evenings aŌer ball 
games. This would be a great opportunity for volunteer hours. We are sƟll working 
through that and will conƟnue to share details in the following months.  

Dave Cooper from the parks department brought up the idea of creaƟng a Unity 
Gardens Plymouth Facebook page. It would be an excellent way to share infor-
maƟon, and to keep the community involved in everything we are doing.  

We went through Roys mapped out plans for the gardens again and discussed some 
layout opƟons. Once we have an idea of funds available for the project, we will 
spend more Ɵme working out the smaller details, like what seeds we would need to 
start indoors, and what can be direct seeded. We planned on asking those in 
aƩendance at the classes for any input on what they would like to see growing in 
the gardens as well.  

We started a sign-up sheet for sub-commiƩees that would specialize in different 
zones in the gardens. That way people with more knowledge in growing specific 
things could help with those different categories.  

Brieanna was also able to confirm with Karen to teach a Preserving class. It will be 
held on August 15th at 11:30 am at the Life Enrichment Center. She is planning on 
having the Extension Homemakers help with that class as well.  
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January 

8th– Board Meeting 6PM 

8th– Monthly Meeting with River Watson at 
7 PM 

29th – Unity Garden Planning Meeting 
@11:00 Life Enrichment Center 

July 

8th– Meeting and 4H Fair Prep 

13‐19‐ 4H Fair. Sign up for booth! 

TBD‐ Open Class Info 

February 

12th– Monthly Meeting. Lindsey Spaulding 
Speaker: Natural Plantings and Invasive Plant 
Mgmt @ 7PM Extension office 

15th  ‐ UG – Seed Selection @ 11:30am Life 
Enrichment 

August 

12th– Board Meeting? 

12th– Monthly meeting. 

March 

11th– Monthly Meeting. 7PM . Home Show 

14th – Seed Starting UG @11:30am Life En‐
richment 

21– Set up for Plymouth Home Show 12PM – 
6PM 

Sign up for booth! 

22,23,24‐ Plymouth Home Show 

24‐ Plymouth Home Show Clean up 

September 

19th– Monthly Meeting 

April 
8th – Monthly Meeting 7PM 

18th – Bed preparation @11:30 Life Enrich‐
ment 

29th ‐ Perennial’s Galore Trip‐ Last Mon of 
April 

October 

14th– Monthly Meeting Plant Swap? 

  

May 

13th‐ Board Meeting? and Monthly Meeting. 
Prep Farmers Market.? 

6th – Patio Tomato Planting @11:30 Life 
Enrichment 

18/25th ‐ Farmer’s Market Plant Sale  
(Farmer’s Market Approved) 

  

November 

TBD– Annual Extension Board Dinner 

TBD– Harvest Dinner 

TBD Monthly Meeting? 

June 

10th– Monthly Meeting. 
  

December 

TBD– Annual MG Breakfast 
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PRIVATE PAGE just for our Master 
Gardeners 
www.facebook.com/
groups/217503359656977 

PUBLIC PAGE for our community 
www.facebook.com/
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 Master Gardener Club offers spring lunch & 

learn classes at M.C. Council on Aging 
Posted by Kathy BoƩorff   

 

The Marshall County Council on Aging offers a variety of seminars, 
training, and classes on a mulƟtude of topics. 

For the next four months, they are partnering with the Master 
Gardener Club to host a series of “Let’s Think Spring” lunch and 
learn classes.  

In preparaƟon for a successful Community Unity Garden this up‐
coming growing season they will offer classes on gardening. The 
Community Unity Garden is located next to the Council on Aging 
at 1305 West Harrison Street in Plymouth.  

The Thursday, February 15th class will be about seed selecƟon and 
collecƟng.  On March 14th the class will be on seed planƟngs and 
starƟngs. Bedding preparaƟon and planƟng will be discussed dur‐
ing the April 18th class and the final class on May 16th is paƟo to‐
mato planƟng.  

These classes are offered by the Master Gardener Club at no cost 
and begin at 11:30 a.m. with a free lunch provided.  Classes are 
open to all and will include giveaways and door prizes for parƟci‐
pants. 

Because lunch is provided and seats are limited, parƟcipants need 
to RSVP through the Marshall County Council on Aging at 574‐936‐
9904 a week before each class.       



10   7 



8  

! 

 

 9 

Purdue Extension to Host Fruit Workshop 
  

On March 20th, Purdue Extension will host a Fruit Workshop at 
the Pinney Purdue Ag Center (11402 S County Line Rd, Wanatah, IN 

46390) at 1:00 pm Central. Purdue Extension Educators will give 
hands on demonstrations for proper pruning techniques for dif‐
ferent fruit trees. Additionally, participants will learn about dif‐
ferent pests and diseases that can affect fruit harvests and ways 
to control them. 
 
Fruit trees need proper pruning for improved yields and fruit 
quality. Thinning out unproductive branches will allow more re‐
sources for more productive branches. Thinning can also reduce 
disease by increasing air flow in the canopy.  
 
There are a variety of diseases and insects that can negatively 
effect fruit tree health and fruit quality. The first step to control‐
ling problems is identification. Then with the appropriate treat‐
ment and timing you can prevent diseases and insects from ef‐
fecting fruit harvests. 
  
You can register for this free program by visiting: https://
tinyurl.com/NWIfruit or calling 574‐772‐9141. If you have ques‐
tions, or want to register contact the Extension Office at 574‐946
‐3412 or pwoolery@purdue.edu. 


