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Getting to Know Porter County’s New

Extension Educator
By Nikky Witkowski

I am Nikky Witkowski, the new Ag and Natural Resources (ANR) Purdue
Extension Educator for Porter County. Originally from the New Palestine
area (Southeast Indianapolis), | moved into this area when | married my
husband, Daryl. We have lived in Kouts the entire time after coming to
Northwest Indiana and have learned more of what winter REALLY is like
since being here. We have two children, Eli (first grade) and Daphne
(preschool) and we love animals.

| have been with Purdue Extension since May of 2007 in Lake County--not
too far away. A Purdue University graduate in 2007, my degrees are in
Horticulture and Ag Education. | am also a Master Indiana Accredited
Horticulturist.

Since | came from Purdue Extension, | have already brought some ideas of
things | hope to share with Porter County. Also, | am ready to create new
opportunities for Master Gardeners as well! My plan is to provide one or
two Master Gardener classes in 2019. We may try a new format of an all-
day class which I've seen work well. Another inspiration of mine is to offer
a vegetable-growing or fruit-growing series every year that lasts one even-
ing a week for five weeks. (See pages 9-10) A home gardening course that
will give individuals training like the Master Gardener course but without
commitments is also on my agenda.

If you have thoughts or questions, | am always open to hearing from you.
Just call 219-465-3555 or email me at nikky@purdue.edu.

Banner photo credit: © Patrice Lawson
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23\ RECAP: PCMGA in 2018
"/ By President Ann Cierniak
PCMGA Class of 2003

The PCMGA year-end meeting was held on November 13,
2018 at the Library Service Center in Chesterton. Traditionally,
/) our last meeting of the year includes a potluck dinner, election
75 of officers, presentation of certificates of appreciation and new
or upgraded badges to our members. It was great to have time to share a
meal and visit with each other.

The officers for 2019 were elected as follows: Sue Spelde, president; Shelli
Henry, vice president; Debbie McCormick, treasurer; Ellen Standafer, sec-
retary; members at large: Sue Arnold, Kristine Sandrick, Dana Dodson,
John Steffen; and Ann Cierniak as past president.

Marilyn Dyson, our newest Gold
Badge PCMGA member is congratu-

lated by President Ann Cierniak.
Silver badges were awarded to Jackie Fenchak, Sandy Appleby, Debbie TR .

McCormick and Marty Seroczynski. A gold badge (1,000 hours) was presented to Marilyn Dyson. Certificates of
Appreciation were presented to many members for their valued service to our organization. Certificates were
also presented to those that served on committees, served as committee chairs and as officers and as chairs of
the Garden Walk and Gardening Show. How lucky we are as an organization to have so many talented and
committed members who donate their time and talents. | am truly in awe of the many skills of our members.
Various members have donated hours of their time over the course of many years, all for the love of garden-
ing and in our efforts to answer gardening questions and to provide information on plants, both ornamental
and edible.

| have to give a shout out to those of our members that do
presentations to the public. It is difficult to get in front of a
group of people to speak, and | know it takes time to prepare
for and to give a presentation. | have always been nervous
about speaking to a group (which is evidenced by sometimes
tripping over my words while presiding over a meeting);
however, | think it is a good idea to make yourself ./~
do something that is uncomfortable for you, as it ( Y {
helps you grow as a person (kind of like plants). )
Fenchak Marllyn Dyson, (left back) President Ann Member Zann Wilson was kind enough to do
Cierniak, Bev Ripley and Debbie McCormick. nate her time and conduct three classes in
public speaking for our members, which | did participate in. This is another example of one
of our talented members donating their time. As a result of these classes, | think | am C
ready to do a presentation to the membership, and | hope members who have not done  \
presentations in the past will consider doing presentations in the future. Continued on page 3.

Photo credit: © K. Sandrick Page 2 Photo credit: © LuAnn Troxel
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Continued from page 2.
Recap: PCGMA in 2018

Our meeting included a special
presentation of a plaque to
Chuck Roth of Chesterton Feed
and Garden Center in recogni-
tion of the donation of his time
in speaking to our members
and at some of our shows.
Chesterton Feed and Garden
Center has also rented booth
space at our PCMGA Garden
Shows through the years.
Finally, Chuck Roth donated
fountains to two of our shows,
one to an early show held at e ==
Washington Township schools.
The second donated fountain
was raffled at our last show in

January of 2018. Chuck not only Roth, owner o arden Center, receives a plaque o
brought that beautiful and appreciation from LuAnn Troxel for his many years of collaboration with PCMGA.

large fountain to the show and set it up, he also took it down and deliv-
ered it! These are valuable contributions to our association and are
much appreciated.

Finally, | have enjoyed serving as president the past two years. The posi-
tion is not a difficult one because of the awesome members that serve
on the committees. The committees all come together as a cohesive
unit to make this such an effective organization. Many of us have made
life-long friends and have great memories of working together at the
Garden Show, the Garden Walk and through getting together for
our field trips. Congratulations to our members for being :
such a hard working and generous group!

| look forward to working with our 2019 President Sue
Spelde and with our new Extension Educator
Nikky Witkowski.

Here is to a wonderful 2019! 6(@( 1-\

President Ann Cierniak presents a
certificate to Jackie Fenchak.

Photo credits: © K. Sandrick
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The Star Garden Tool:

The Information Highway ;i-gu'ﬁ_ﬂfi’f“%

By Suzanna Tudor, PCMGA Class of 2002

A chat with sister, Pat, gleaned the nugget for this
article. She was excited to tell me about her latest
re-purposed treasure: a seed-saving cabinet. A
cute little wooden gem she found at Shipshewana
with drawers in which to store her prized seeds.

“Yes, | saw the idea from Laura,” she told me.

“Who?” | asked.

“You know, on Garden Answer,” was her response.
“l watch her videos all the time.”

A Google quest found Garden Answer has 2.2 mil-
lion followers and over 450 million video views. As
we know, MGs do not endorse anyone or products.
However, we do share educational opportunities,
and this is one.

Then it hit me. There at our finger tips is one of our
most valuable tools: the web, a treasure chest of
information.

A site all MGs need to be aware and visit is one of
Purdue’s at https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites
yardandgarden/ to find the latest gardening news,
answers to questions, how-to information, plant and
pest ID, and even Indiana gardens to visit.

Now, back to the cabinet and a quick tidbit picked
up from viewing Youtube videos. When seed saving,
remember C-D-D, cool, dry and dark. With proper
care seeds may be viable for 5-10 years. Hope sister
Pat puts hers in a C and D spot.

Happy surfing!

—————————c

Photo credit: © Patricia Buller
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Photography Tips - Il
The Moment

By Nancy Rosene, PCMGA Class of 2012

Before sharing more tangible rules of photography in later editions
of Garden Thyme, here is an abstract one to consider.

The famous portrait photographer, Yousuf Karsh, (think Winston
Churchill, Grace Kelly, Albert Einstein) said, “Look and think before
opening the shutter. The heart and mind are the true lens of the
camera.”

| remind myself of this quote whenever I’'m
out and about—even when | don’t have my
camera. It is great practice as an aspiring fine
art photographer to compose photographs
wherever you are. Take your time to live in
the moment, explore every aspect and detail
around you, and calculate how the elements
conspire to make that particular framed vision
a work of art.

In the digital world it is so easy to turn your

camera into a machine gun and just fire away at anything and
everything. I’'m guilty of that myself. Now that | am more sea-
soned, I've learned to stop and ask myself, “Does this pretty flower
really tell a story? Does it elicit an emotion? Is it the Lady Gaga of
flowers, or is it just another pretty flower?” Sure it is a digital
world, but there is still cost involved—time to download and edit,
not to mention storage megabytes. If you absolutely would not
plant another coneflower in your garden, stop to consider why this
particular coneflower is worthy of your time and megabytes.

It is true. There are those rare moments when a spontaneous snap
of the shutter results in a brilliant shot. Like anything else, though,
putting your heart and soul into it can make all the difference! %

Editor’s note: To read Photography Tips - |, see Volume 4 Issue 5, page 2 of the
September Garden Thyme article entitled “Photography Inspired by Nature.”

Page 5
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Public Speaking

and Flower Gardens
By Marlene Vanderlin, PCMGA Class of 2017

| recently participated in the public speaking class presented by Zann Wilson for the Purdue Master Gardeners
Association. As part of the class, each participant gave a short speech to practice and demonstrate the skills
we had learned. My presentation choice was the border gardens planted along the edge of my driveway, fea-
turing long rows of dwarf, yellow marigolds. Hovering over the marigolds, zinnias popped with color, while tall
and airy cosmos, mimicking the marigold hues provided a backdrop for the multi-colored zinnias. | loved them
so much; | planted more zinnias and marigolds along the vegetable garden!

The focus was on how inexpensive and easy it is to grow a beautiful

flower garden. Cost was nil since seeds were saved from the previous I loved them
year. Several years ago, a package or two of flower seeds were pur-
chased. Total expense was not more than five dollars. My plan is to
save the seeds each year. Now, there are extra seeds to give away I planted more... P
[hint: Seed and Bulb Exchange], and there are still some to spare.

so much ¢

Teaching others the fine points of public speaking, then sharing their horticultural experiences through these
newly learned skills is what the Master Gardener program is all about--helping others grow.

Photo credit: © Marline Vanderlin
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Missouri Botanical

Garden
By Bonnie Girton, PCMGA Class 2016

What is the criterion for a great public
garden? Missouri Botanical Garden
sets the bar high. | was fortunate to
tour the gardens in July while on an RV
trip as it is conveniently located near
Interstate 70.

Beginning with a dramatic entrance,
many of the garden’s features are
unique and a cut above. Preservation,
education, and pure enjoyment are
obvious throughout.

| especially enjoyed the many water
elements and several Chihuly glass
blown art installments. A massive con-
servatory, the Clim-a-tron, is an out-

standing collection of exotic plants.
There also are several internationally
themed gardens of which my favorites
are the Japanese & Chinese Gardens.

| have named but a few of the high-
lights, so | invite you to research their
website and plan a trip!

https://extension. purdue edu/porter
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Missouri Botanical Garden
4344 Shaw Blvd.
St Louis, Missouri 63110

www.missouribotanicalgarden.org

Founded in 1859, the Missouri
Botanical Garden is the nation's
oldest botanical garden in
continuous operation and a

National Historic Landmark.

Photo credit: © Bonnie Girton
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r—— OPPORTUNITIES

2018 Row Crop Ag Days

Dates: January 30 & 31, 2019. Location is La Porte
Armory 2391 W State Rd 2 La Porte, IN. If inter-
ested in volunteering at the event contact Lisa
Gerardi at kaliherbs2011@gmail.com or call
219-262-5146.

Master Gardener Seminars

Dates: Thursdays Feb 7, 14, 21, 28 & March 7,
2019. Theme: “Growing through Leadership”.
Time: 1:00-4:00pm CST. Fee: S60/person. Master
Gardeners are invited to learn about the nature
of leadership, communication, working with oth-
ers, leading groups, managing conflict and how to
interact with others during this fun and engaging
5-week series. Location is La Porte County Purdue
Extension Office 2857 W. State Road 2, La Porte.
Contact Gene Matzat at 219-324-9407 or email
emmatzat@purdue.edu

La Porte County Spring Garden Show: March 23

2019 Purdue Master Gardener State Tour
Date: Friday June 21, 2019. Theme is: “Building
Botanical Bridges: Yesterday, Today & Tomor-
row”. Host: Sunnyside MBA in New Albany, IN.
See info at https://tinyurl.com/purduemgtour

Purdue Master Gardener Study Abroad 2019
Dates: July 16-27, 2019. Location is “Gardens of
Ireland”. Learn garden and landscape history in

Ireland and Northern Ireland
https://www.purdue/edu/hla/sites/MGStudyAbroad/

I fI Porter County Master Gardeners

Elkhart County Garden Expo

Date: February 23, 2019. Location: Elkhart County
Community Center and Ag Hall at 17746-D County
Road 34, Goshen, IN 46528. Time: 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.
EST (one hour ahead of Porter County.)

Michiana Master Gardeners present the First
Annual Elkhart County Garden Expo in 2019, in
cooperation with Purdue Extension Elkhart
County. The Garden Expo will include nationally
known speakers, educational workshops, and
opportunities to shop and purchase from a variety
of vendors throughout the day. For more info
e-mail cjnvy@comcast.net or call 574-903-4848.

http://www.4hfairgrounds.com/event/elkhart-county-garden-expo/

Garden Thyme

is a publication of the Indiana
Porter County Master Gardeners Association

www.pcgarden.info

Newsletter Team
Marcia Carson, Coordinator
Suzanna Tudor, Editor
Wilma Willard, Designer
Earn volunteer hours for contributing to the newsletter;

contact the Extension Office for more information.
219-465-3555

Ellllal nnnnrt“nitv Stalement It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension

Service that all persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services, activities, and facilities

without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age, national origin or ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orienta-

tion, disability or status as a veteran. Purdue University is an Affirmative Action institution. This material may be available
in alternative formats.

The Porter County Master Gardeners Association (PCMGA) is a not-for-profit corporation that promotes the education and pleasure of gardening

in cooperation with Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service in Porter County, Indiana. Please visit www.pcgarden.info Page 8
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