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HANDBOOKHANDBOOKHaNDBOOK

Are you looking for new ways to improve your
leadership skills? The Indiana 4-H Ambassador
Program is for youth in grades 9-11 that have

been a 4-H member for at least 2 years.  Don’t
miss out on the chance to mentor younger 4-H’ers

and help conduct statewide 4-H events. Learn
more at purdue.ag/ambassadors4h, and apply  at

purdue.ag/4HAmbassador26 by April 15. 

4-H Ambassadors4-H Ambassadors4-H Ambassadors

4-H CAMP4-H CAMP4-H CAMP

Volunteers NeededVolunteers NeededVolunteers Needed
We are looking for caring adults that can serve

as Assistant Superintendents for Arts &
Crafts - Help organize during project check-in

and check-out
Contact Megan Hoffherr at mkron@purdue.edu

if you’re interested in learning more

We know many of you are eagerly awaiting
registration for 4-H Camp—thank you for your

patience! We anticipate opening registration
within the next week and will share details via

email, so please keep an eye out.
As we work to secure additional chaperones to
ensure a safe and well-supervised experience

for all youth, the registration timeline has been
slightly delayed. Camp will be held June 1–3 at

the Historic Santa Claus Campground in Santa
Claus, Indiana, and is open to youth in grades
3–6. Space is limited, so we encourage you to

register as soon as enrollment opens!

https://extension.purdue.edu/county/vanderburgh/_docs/2026-handbook-web.pdf
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/2?cid=dmFuZGVyYnVyZ2hjbzRoQGdtYWlsLmNvbQ
http://purdue.ag/ambassadors4h
http://purdue.ag/4HAmbassador26.


The Indiana Association of Fairs is hosting a FREE
“You Make the Difference” Tour with Ian Hill this
April. This opportunity is designed to inspire and

support fair leaders, volunteers, and youth leaders.
April 8 6:00 - 9:30 pm, Vanderburgh 4-H Center

Register here.

Volunteer OpportunityVolunteer OpportunityVolunteer Opportunity

https://app.fairs.com/e/b6aac43f589846df


2026 4-H grads, Indiana 4-H wants to hear about
your 4-H experience! Please complete a survey to
capture the culmination and impact of your 4-H
activities. Information from your survey will be

used to feature you as a 4-H graduating member
for the county via newsletters, bulletin boards,
social media posts, etc. Those who complete the

survey will receive a 4-H graduation tassel.”
puext.in/2026_4H_Graduating_Member_Survey 

Graduating Senior SurveyGraduating Senior SurveyGraduating Senior SurveySTATE

There will be no area contest in 2026 and if you’re interested in
performing at the state level, see the flyer below. 

Register by April 15!

Email Megan at mkron@purdue.edu for the application

https://tinyurl.com/4hperformingarts2026
http://puext.in/2026_4H_Graduating_Member_Survey
http://puext.in/2026_4H_Graduating_Member_Survey


Animal NewsAnimal NewsAnimal News

https://qlc26.4honline.com/
https://tinyurl.com/26Tagging


Swine TagsSwine TagsSwine Tags
The USDA's APHIS is offering no-cost RFID tags

to swine exhibitors to enhance disease
response. We have these free tags available

based on our swine exhibition number from last
year. 4-H members can pick up a tag for each

of their 4-H swine while supplies last. 

Animal ID LettersAnimal ID LettersAnimal ID Letters
Animal ID letters were mailed and emailed to everyone
enrolled in 4-H and signed up for a livestock species. If
you didn’t receive one, let our office know so we can
make sure you are enrolled in 4-H. You can find the

letters here under Livestock Resources, Shows, Judging
Opportunities, and Workshops.

Are you new to the 4-H livestock program, or just
want a better understanding of how everything

works? Check out the Indiana 4-H Livestock 101 series:

April 9-Session 1: Livestock Tagging Requirements 
April 16-Session 2: Talk with a Veterinarian 

April 23-Session 3: 4-H Online & May 15 Deadline 
April 30-Session 4: Navigating Fair Entry 

 

 Register here: https://2026livestock101.4honline.com
 

Livestock 101 SeriesLivestock 101 SeriesLivestock 101 Series

 If you have any questions about the series or
the livestock program, feel free to reach out

to Julie Wilson jelsbury@purdue.edu 

https://extension.purdue.edu/county/vanderburgh/2026-fundraising-letter-to-families.pdf
https://extension.purdue.edu/county/vanderburgh/4hresources.html
https://2026livestock101.4honline.com/


Your support on Purdue Day Of Giving can
make “Xtra Special” victories possible for

Vanderburgh County 4-H! Be a Boilermaker
hero by joining us April 29! Counties can win

additional monetary prizes based on the
number of gifts. Get the details at

https://dayofgiving.purdue.edu.

https://tinyurl.com/AgDays26
https://dayofgiving.purdue.edu/


4-H & Club News4-H & Club News4-H & Club News
Armstrong Hi-Lighters

The Armstrong Hi-Lighters met on March
3. The program “Everything Soybeans” by

Dave Brenner followed the business of the
meeting. As we learned about the Soybean

Life Cycle we made keychains. We also
made Soy Plastic from soybean oil. We

donated to the Tri-State Food Bank as our
March Community Service Project.

Centerrific: March Meeting Notes
-Got our 4-H project books, please double check your project and requirements since they have changed.

Add/delete until June but don’t wait that long.
-Azzip April 14th NorthPark Only 

-June 1-3 4-H Camp
-Chemo Buddies gave us a Thank You note for the hand made blankets 
-use Spring Break as opportunity to start on your projects if you can. 

-next meeting April 13th should be helping with community service and spreading mulch. 
-welcomed new member Leo Adler 

-today was Pizza and Game Board Night (pictures below)

Ignite by 4-H
Maddie Bedel & Austin Groeninger traveled
to Washington DC for the Ignite by 4-H, a

national teen summit designed for high
schoolers to explore careers, build

leadership skills, and connect with peers
nationwide. 

Teen Leadership Weekend
We had a great group of youth that attended the Teen
Leadership Weekend. Held annually, this conference is

designed for youth in grades 7-12 who are ready to take
their leadership journey to the next level. With a focus on

personal growth, teamwork, and service, the weekend
empowers youth to step into leadership roles, develop

practical skills, and create lasting memories!





https://cvent.me/z0PAkV


The following Pageants will be held during the Vanderburgh County Fair 2026. Find out more at
www.vanderburghcountyfair.com  (Events, Contests, Pageants). 

1. Miss Vanderburgh County Queen Pageant
The deadline for entering the Vanderburgh County Pageant is June 26, 2026. 
For rules and to enter, go to vanderburghcountyfair.com (Events, Contests, Pageants, Queen Pageant) 
Contestants chosen as Queen and First Runner Up must be at least 18 years of age and cannot have reached their
22rd birthday on or before June 1, 2027. Younger contestants and other members of the Queens Court must be 16
years of age by July 20, 2026.
 The 2026 Queen will compete in January 2027 at the Indiana State Fair Queen Program competition. 
 The 2026 1st Runner Up will have the opportunity to compete at the Indiana State Festivals Association
Scholarship Queen Pageant on November 7, 2026. 
 For information, contact: Beth Schmitt (812) 550-3487, baschmitt53@gmail.com; Rhonda Klueg-Slater at (812)
459-4662, rjkslater@gmail.com; or Alyssa Welte (812) 483-1389, alyssa.l.welte@gmail.com
 
2. NEW for 2026: Miss Vanderburgh County Teen Pageant
The deadline for entering the Miss Vanderburgh County Teen Pageant is June 26, 2026. 
For rules and to enter, go to vanderburghcountyfair.com (Events, Contests, Pageants, Teen Pageant) 
Contestants must be at least 13 years old by July 20, 2026 and not had her 16th birthday as of November 7, 2026. 
The Miss Vanderburgh County Teen 2026, will have the opportunity to compete at the Indiana State Festivals
Association Scholarship Princess Pageant on November 7, 2026. 
 For information, contact: Chairperson – Laura Duncan (812) 449-3709, mlchdunc@gmail.com or
Assistant Chairperson – Rachel Pohl (812) 664-9572, rachelelizabethpohl@icloud.com
 
3. Vanderburgh County Young Miss Pageant
The deadline for entering the Miss Vanderburgh County Young Miss Pageant is June 26, 2026. 
To enter, go to vanderburghcountyfair.com (Events, Contests, Pageants, Young Miss Pageant) 
Each contestant must be at least 10 years old and not had her 13th birthday as of July 20, 2026.
For information, contact: Abbey Riggs, Chairperson (812) 306-1744, abbey.j.duvall@gmail.com or
Audrey Creel, Assistant Chairperson (812) 205-5454, audlcreel@gmail.com
 
4. Miss Golden Pageant (Pageant for Females with Special Needs)
All contestants must be at least 10 years old and cannot have reached their 35th birthday on or before June 1,
2026.
The deadline for the Miss Golden Pageant is July 3, 2026. 
To enter or for questions, contact Lauren Durchholz at (812) 664-8152) laurenziliak@gmail.com 
or Robin Lax at (812) 459-8971 rclax67@gmail.com 
 
5. Little Miss and Mister Contest
Contestants must be at least 5 years old and cannot have reached his/her 8th birthday as of July 21, 2026
The deadline for entering the Little Miss and Mister Contest is June 26, 2026. 
For information to enter, go to vanderburghcountyfair.com (Events, Contests, Pageants, Little Miss and Mister) 
For more information, contact Sara Coomes, (812)455-8363 saracoomes@gmail.com or 
Katie Barnes, Assistant (812)480-0936 katierhs63@hotmail.com

Vanderburgh County Fair PageantsVanderburgh County Fair PageantsVanderburgh County Fair Pageants

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanderburghcountyfair.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmkron%40purdue.edu%7Cb55a4a0f96c749d1a1a008de874f9726%7C4130bd397c53419cb1e58758d6d63f21%7C1%7C0%7C639096973209338778%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NhvJp530EPTUm0uh%2F3S0WgQL3xAaputfVBq%2BipQZzcw%3D&reserved=0


Dog Club 7pm Jr Leaders 6:30 
 

Good Friday
Holiday 

Office Closed

Dog Club
Bunker Day 10am

Horse & Pony 
Adv Mtg 3pm

AG DAYS @ 4-H Center German 
Gems 6pm

Star 5pm
Centerrific 6pm

Horse & Pony
 6:30pm

Shooting 
Sports 7pm St Wendel 6pm

Trator Club 6pm 
Shooting Sports 
Firearm Tr 2pm

Color Guard Tryouts 3pm
 Scott Achievers 6pm 

Happy Hoosiers
6:30

Livestock Committee 
Mtg 6:30

Horse & Pony
 Clinic 8am

Color Guard Tryouts 3pm

Green River
 Clover Crew 4pm

Mini 4-H 6 pm

Camp Counselor 
Training 4:30 pm

Livestock Club 6:00 pm

Clover 
Connectors 7 pm

4-H Performing 
Arts 6:00 pm

Armstrong 
Hi-Lighters 5:30 pm

https://www.vanderburghcountyfair.com/pageants
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