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Welcome! This has to be an exciting time for you as you’re getting ready to take 

your 4-H projects to the Fair.  We know you have spent a lot of time getting your 

project(s) just right, so we are sending you this newsletter/ Survival Guide for the 

Fair. We know you are very proud of your exhibit. This guide will help you under-

stand what the Fair is all about and what you, as a 4-H member need to know.  

Good luck at the Fair this year! Remember, the ribbon you receive is not the rea-

son for being in 4-H. You join 4-H to learn about new and exciting things through your 4-H pro-

jects and learn new skills.  If you learn something new from your projects, you’re a WINNER in 4-H!  

CORRECTION  
        Adam Kemper’s 10 year description was incorrect in the 

last newsletter. Be sure to check out his description at the end of this newsletter. Sorry for the error! 

http://www.extension.purdue.edu/vanderburgh
http://vanderburghcountyin.fairentry.com/
https://extension.purdue.edu/county/vanderburgh/_docs/2025-fair-entry-letter-instructions-combined.pdf


As we begin July and start scheduling all 
our Fair activities we are asking for vol-
unteers to help the Adult Leader organi-
zation serve breakfast at the fair Tues-
day thru Saturday from 6 to 10am.  Vol-
unteers can use the sign-up genius link at 
Fair Adult Leaders 
Breakfast or contact 
Melissa Bippus at 
mbip1101@aol.com 
or 812-480-3498 to 

sign-up. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050445AEAC2EA2FB6-57429513-fair#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050445AEAC2EA2FB6-57429513-fair#/
https://www.americanhoneymarket.com/store/Vanderburgh-County-4-H-c184209280
https://www.americanhoneymarket.com/store/Livestock-Club-2025-c184209290
https://www.americanhoneymarket.com/store/Livestock-Club-2025-c184209290
https://www.americanhoneymarket.com/store/Livestock-Club-2025-c184209290
https://www.americanhoneymarket.com/store/Livestock-Club-2025-c184209290
https://tinyurl.com/bdead7mm


Scott Achievers May Report 

Scott Achievers club met on Sunday, May 18, 2025. This month’s meeting was led by the 
Junior Officers. We spent a large portion of the meeting focused on community service by 
picking up sticks, weeding the landscaping, and cutting out name tags for the VBS at  
Blue Grass Church. We also collected donations to help support Chemo Buddies. We 
wrapped up the meeting with a few member demonstrations and an outside game. Our next meeting will be on Mon-

day, June 16, 2025. 

Centerrific  

During Centerrific's June 2nd meeting we had a short business meeting where minutes from the previous meeting were 
read and approved. We followed the business meeting with member demonstrations. Because it was the same week as 
4-H Camp, we only had a few that gave demonstrations. Molly McDowell showed us how to put on different kinds of 
dance shoes. Addison McDowell showed us how to make a dirty soda! Yummy! Brianna Waters brought her cat and 
talked about the foster-adopt process through It Takes A Village. Nolan Waters brought different types of disc golf 

discs and told us about their differences and when you should throw them and what they will do when you throw them.  

Star 4-H Club June Meetings 

Star 4-H Club had 2 meetings in June.  Club members were very busy working on recycling club project with leaders 
Emily Jackson & Wayne Jackson learning some new skills with tools.  Leaders Laurie Thomas and Alice Duvall helped the 
kids make ornaments for our club Christmas tree at Winter Carnival.    Our 4-H  club also received a YES Grant for 
backpacks and school supplies for the Boys & Girls Club.  4-Her’s made notes and placed packets of school supplies in 
100 backpacks.  Thanks to the Indiana 4-H Foundation & Corteva for the grant to help kids in our community!  Kim Ra-
cine also brought Kids Corner kits for members to help get ready for the fair and members decorated butterflies for 

the fair education theme “Bees, Butterflies, and Blooms.”      - Secretary, Reid Muchnick 

We are in need of a few adult volunteers to help with project 

check-in on Saturday, July 19 from about 10 am - 2 pm and on 

Sunday, July 20 from about 12 pm - 4 pm. They would be asked 

to help check in projects, deliver to judging area, and help put rib-

bons on projects. If you can help all or part of the time, please 

reach out to Megan at mkron@purdue.edu. Thank you! 



 

 

Poster Making: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9wQ8u6IGIk 

Achievement Record: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxQJTtHOfQM&t=1s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9wQ8u6IGIk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxQJTtHOfQM&t=1s


Each project exhibited at the fair must have 

a fair entry tag securely attached. Entry 

tags will be mailed to all exhibitors in     

July.   

Be sure to check the 4-H handbook 

to see when your project needs to be 

checked in, if your project will be 

community judged, and the location. 

Community judging means you will 

talk with the judge about your pro-

ject.  There have been several 

changes from last year so please 

double check the handbook! 

https://tinyurl.com/ye2vb2ws


 



If you need to reach the Extension 
Office  during the Fair, please       
contact us at 812-867-6948 

NO ONE is allowed to consume 

alcohol at ANY 4-H event. This 

includes all  fair events.  4-H 

members are prohibited from 

vaping or using any form of tobacco at 4-H 

events. Your cooperation is appreciated. 

Did you know 4-H members can get educational  

manuals for most projects for free? Many projects 

have manuals available to help with your exhibits. 

Call the Extension Office at (812) 867-4935 for 

more details.  

https://extension.purdue.edu/county/vanderburgh/_media/2025-handbook-web1.pdf




Area 1 – Auditorium parking lot, including the grassy area.  Roads 

east and south of the Auditorium.  Parking lot south of Auditorium.  

Midway area (around the rides) including the area around the Indi-

ana Young Adults Building. 

Area 2 – All areas around the poultry, rabbit, goat, swine, and cattle 

barns, and inside the show barn.  The road west of the livestock 

barns, and south of the livestock barns.  This includes the parking 

area behind the barns. 

Area 3 – All areas around the Industrial, Wooden, and Activities 

Buildings.  The road east of the Activities Building.  Around the bath-

house, south of the grandstand.  This includes the road in front of 

the Industrial, Wooden, and Activities Buildings. 

Area 4 – Around and throughout the grandstand and arena.  This 

includes the food booth and the south corner of the grandstand and 

the area around the Jr. Leader/Young Dairymen Booth. 

Area 5 – All areas around the livestock pavilion, stall barns and 

lower horse arena.  This includes the parking area behind the 

grandstand. 

*If time permits, please help clean-up nearby parking areas. 

Tuesday, July 22 
Area                             Club 

1                      Happy Hoosiers 

2                      Happy Hoosiers 
3                      Mini 4-H 
4                      Mini 4-H 
5                      German Gems 
  
Wednesday, July 23 
Area                             Club 

1                      Dog 
2                      Centerrific 
3                      Centerrific 
4                      St. Wendel All-Star Clovers 

5                      St. Wendel All-Star Clovers 
  
Thursday, July 24 
Area                             Club 

1                      Dog 

2                      Armstrong Hi-Lighters 
3                      Shooting Sports 
4                      Armstrong Hi-Lighters 
5                      Tech / Energetics 

Friday, July 25 
Area                             Club 

1                       Perry M & M’s 
2                       Perry M & M’s 

3                       Star 
4                       Star 
5                       Horse & Pony 

Saturday, July 26 
     Area                             Club 

     1                          Livestock 

     2                          Livestock 
     3                          Scott Achievers 
     4                          Scott Achievers 
     5                          Horse & Pony 
  
Sunday, July 27 

Entire fairgrounds! All 4-H’ers, parents, volunteers! 
     Area                             Club 

     1                              Tractor 
     2                              Jr. Leaders 
     3                              Tech / Energetics 
     4                              Shooting Sports 

     5                              German Gems 

4-H clubs will take turns cleaning up the 4-H Center each morning before the fair opens.  Make sure to note when 

and where your club is to clean-up. Clean-up starts at 8:00 a.m. Gloves and trash bags will be provided by a Pur-

due Extension staff member. We will also be recycling items (see the next page for details).  If you have any 

questions, please contact the Extension Office at (812) 435-5287 or call (812) 867-6948 during the fair. 



September 15 - Achievement 

Records and Club Forms Due 

SAVE THE DATE 

Check out this video highlighting 10 year 4-H member, 

Charlie English. He did a great job representing     

Vanderburgh County 4-H! We’re proud of you, Charlie! 

https://www.hoosieragtoday.com/2025/06/12/4-h-helping-students-get-beyond-ready-for-next-chapter-of-life/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLAEmpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFXS1F4dk1zcUhIek0ycmI3AR49p219nqprIDHMsPG4h0Mp3j1dVSu0SwejyAhBQqIXgnx40bCKcUzo82N8Mg_aem_qZCTwSTKbhvSuVVPE0


 

Thinking about exhibiting livestock at the State Fair? 
Information about state fair entries and the      

electronic  entry forms can be found online at 

www.indianastatefair.com.  

POULTRY TESTING  

Poultry Testing will take place     
during Poultry Check-In  from 5:00—

8:00 pm on Sun, July 20 and Mon,   
July 21 from 8:00 am—10:00 am  We are very lucky to have awesome spon-

sorship of our 4-H program here in Vander-

burgh County. Please make sure you are  

writing “Thank You Notes” to your buyers in 

the livestock auction and Barn Leadership 

Award. Thank you notes will be available 

during the auction. Don’t forget to send a 

note to thank the sponsors of the trophies 

and awards for livestock shows. We rely on 

sponsorship for these events and hope to 

continue receiving it. The easiest way to show 

how much we appreciate it is with a note of 

gratitude!  

  THANK YOU FOR  SAYING THANK YOU!  

Don’t forget to….. 

 

 

 

 

If you plan to participate in the Livestock Premium     

Auction, you do not need to enter in advance in 

Fair   Entry. You will have an auction card mailed 

to you that will be turned in at Livestock check-in 

that will allow you to participate in the Livestock 

Premium Auction. You will receive this card in late 

June or early July.  If you do not plan to partici-

pate, please still complete and return to let us 

know. Cards must be turned in at check-in or by 

noon on Monday, July 21. Changes can be made 

by Thursday, July 24 by 5:00 pm.  

Swine photos will be taken 1 hour before 
the auction. All other photos will be taken 
at the backdrop immediately after leav-
ing the auction ring. New for 2025 - Ani-
mals representing the Grand Champion 
of their species will still take a photo 
with the buyer (if they’d like one) at the 
backdrop (not in the ring). As a remind-
er, the livestock premium auction will take 
place on Friday, July 25 at 1:00 pm.  

 
Again for 2025, 4-H members will be asked to 

pick up their auction checks and photos at a desig-

nated time in the fall. They will NOT be mailed. 

Stay tuned for more info to come! 

http://www.indianastatefair.com


Don’t forget! If you participate in showman-

ship, you must show the animal that will be or 

was exhibited by you in one of the regular     

4-H species classes.  

 
The 4-H member must provide proper 

care for the animal exhibit during the fair. 
Proper care includes cleanliness and 

water/feed. Species specific superinten-
dents will give one warning to a 4-H 
member/parent. If the animal(s)  are 

found a second time with a lack of proper 
care, the species specific superintendent in 
conjunction with the Livestock Animal Su-
perintendent, 4-H Council President, and 
Youth Educator have the authority to have 
you remove your animal(s) from the 
fair. If an animal is removed from 
the fair, it will not be able to par-

ticipate in the auction and will 
forfeit all ribbons and premiums. 
Please take care of your animals! 

The Barn Leadership Award will be given in 

each species to an exhibitor demonstrates 

integrity, discipline, positive attitude, humble 

spirit, sense of humor and is a team player. 

Looking for information on livestock shows/workshops 

this summer? Click here and scroll down to Livestock Re-

sources, Shows, Judging Opportunities and Workshops.  

Indiana 4-H no longer has the Indiana 4-H Approved Ani-

mal Grooming Assistance Program, so the Vanderburgh 

County grooming policy has been updated to read:  

At the Vanderburgh County Fair, the 4-H animal exhibitor 

may receive clipping and grooming assistance only from 

members of their family who are no more than two gener-

ations removed from the exhibitor or from a current Indi-

ana 4-H member or approved Vanderburgh County 4-H 

volunteer.  

https://extension.purdue.edu/county/vanderburgh/4hresources.html


New for 2025! The Beef, Sheep, Meat Goat, and Swine 

Open Shows will be using the Showman App for entries 

and show administration. If you’d like to exhibit in the open 

show, go to https://showman.app/shows#/vanderburgh-

co-indiana-open-show-fadc/ or use the QR code. All Van-

derburgh 4-H members get a free entry to the open show 

so be sure to answer the entry question (show above) that 

says you are a 4-H member.  

The Vanderburgh County Fair is looking for 

volunteers to help with the petting zoo at the 

fair. If you have any time, please text Rick 

Gish your availability at (812) 483-7873. 

https://showman.app/shows#/vanderburgh-co-indiana-open-show-fadc/
https://showman.app/shows#/vanderburgh-co-indiana-open-show-fadc/










Vanderburgh 4-H members, 

Miles & Jude Schmitz, partici-

pated in the state Dairy Judging 

CDE. In June. They did a great 

job representing Vanderburgh 

County! They were coached by 

Arin Commens.  



Fourteen Vanderburgh 4-H'ers participated in the 

Area Tractor Contest  

State Fair Qualifiers:  

- Daniel Marx placed 2nd in Jr. Lawn & Garden  

- Adam Marx placed 3rd in Jr. Lawn & Garden  

- Jude Moye placed 3rd in Jr. Zero Turn  

- Owen Potter placed 3rd in Sr. Zero Turn  

Other participants included: Jack Michel, Breydon 
Curtis, Stephen Brenner, Beau Wheeler, Bryce Rex-
ing, Isaiah Schmitt, Logan Brandt, Kade Welte, Jar-
rett Keil, Clay Welte, and Isabella Schmitt. A few 
had to leave early so we didn't get their photo. Way 

to go 4-Hers!! 

The Vanderburgh County World Hunger     
Advocate Group headed to the Appalachian 
Mountains to build raised garden beds, weed 
local gardens, and taught the community 
about microgreens. What a great example of 
4-H members living out the 4-H pledge as 

they served a community in need.  



Congratulations to All

our Ten-Year Members!
Adam Kemper                     

Joseph Knea

ISaac Luigs

Josie Nesbitt

Natalee pOLAGE

bRODY riGGS

maDELYNN sCHNELL

meREDITH smITH

kILEY sTANDRING

eLLA tHOMAS

aIDEN wARGEL

Brady andrecht                              

Alyssa Beyer

Luke Dilger

Avery Dupre

Averye Engelhardt

Charles English

Tate Farney

Jedidiah Galvin

GIdeon GOebel

JAck Hirsch

Blaire Hollis

KATELYN wIEDERKEHR

aDDISON wILLETT

eLI wININGER



Brady Andrecht 
Parents: Pete & Tera Andrecht
Graduate of: Homeschool
4-H Club: German Gems
Favorite Project: Photography
Future Plans: I plan to go into the Electric trade. 
What difference has 4-H made in you life?
Being in 4-H for 10 years has made a big
difference in my life.  It has helped me become
more responsible, confident, and more
dedicated.  I’ve learned a lot of skills by
working on different projects and being a part
of events.  I’ve also made great friends and had
a lot of fun along the way.  4-H taught me how
to work with others, try new things, and give
back to my community through volunteer
work. It’s been a big part of my life and given
me lots of new skills and opportunities. 

Alyssa Beyer
Parents: Jamie & Matt Beyer
Graduate of: FJ Reitz High School
4-H Club: St. Wendel All-Star Clovers 
Favorite Project: Fine Arts & Gardening 
Future Plans: Attend University of Southern
Indiana and study business. 
What difference has 4-H made in your life? 4-H
has helped me know who I am and given me
opportunities to grow in my community
involvement. 



Avery Dupre
Parents: Desiree Bauer & Roch Dupre
Graduate of: North High School
4-H Club: Horse & Pony 
Favorite Project: Horses
Future Plans: I will be attending USI to be a
dental hygienist. 
What difference has 4-H made in your life?
4-H has given me many opportunities and
lifelong skills. It has given me many friendships
through what I love doing which is riding
horses. 

Averye Engelhardt 
Parents: Zana Engelhardt, Matt
Engelhardt
Graduate of: Tecumseh High School
4-H Club: Livestock Club 
Favorite Project: Arts & Crafts, Sheep
Future Plans: I will be attending Indiana
University Bloomington majoring in
Human Biology on a pre-health track
planning to work in Cardiothoracic
Surgery. 
What difference has 4-H made in you
life?

been taught important lessons I will never forget and been raised into a
hardworking, full of integrity young adult. This industry has taught me that no

success in life will come if you choose to take the easiest route in every
circumstance. True success comes to the ones who work towards their goals

each and every day; the ones who strive to be the best version of themselves. not
only for their health and wellness but for the influence that your actions and

leadership have on your peers and those who look up to you. 

Through 4-H I have made lifelong friends that have truly become family.I’ve 



Charlie English
Parents: Susan & Charlie English 
Graduate of: North High School
4-H Club: Junior Leaders, Armstrong Hi-Lighters,
Dog Club, Tractor Club, Shooting Sports 
Favorite Project: Americana 
Future Plans: Pursuing Agricultural Engineering at
Purdue University 
What difference has 4-H made in you life? 4-H has
provided me with vast amounts of opportunities and
knowledge that I hope to be able to pass on to the
next generation of young 4-H members. Through
4-H I have been able to grow my leadership,
accountability and communication skills. 4-H has
given me the opportunity to be President of the
Vanderburgh County Junior Leaders, Treasurer of
Armstrong Hi-Lighters, Junior Director at 4-H Camp,
and to go on several state/national 4-H trips. I am
very thankful for everything the 4-H program has
provided me and to all the mentors and friends I
have gained along the way. I hope to return and give
back to the local 4-H program as a leader and advisor
to the Junior Leaders.

Tate Farney 
Parent: Dirk Farney
Graduate of:  North High School & SICTC
4-H Club: Dog Club
Favorite Project: Model Craft
Future Plans: Continue my career in Heating
& Air. 
What difference has 4-H made in you life?
4-H has been a cornerstone in my life,
providing a nurturing environment where
I’ve not only learned invaluable life skills like
leadership and responsibility, but also
discovered passions through hands-on
projects that have shaped my interests and
future path.  The friendships and mentorships
I’ve gained have created a strong support
system, fostering my confidence and helping
me grow into the person I am today.
Ultimately, 4-H has instilled in me a deep
sense of community and the drove to make a
positive impact on the world around me. 



Jedidiah Galvin
Parents: Michael & Varbi Galvin
Graduate of: North Posey High School
4-H Club: Livestock Club
Favorite Project: Showing my llama and
creating related posters. 
Future Plans: Attend Taylor University
to play football and study Exercise
Science
What difference has 4-H made in you
life?
It has introduced me to a group of
supportive peers and taught me
responsibilty of taking care of my
animals.  

Jack Hirsch 
Parents: Bernie & Amanda Hirsch
Graduate of: North Posey High School 
4-H Club: St. Wendell All Star Clovers 
Favorite Project: Showing Animals 
Future Plans: Plumbers & Steamfitters
Local 136
What difference has 4-H made in you
life?  4-H has taught me to step out of my
comfort zone and perservere through
difficult projects.  I have developed many
friendships, skills, and memories
throughout my years in 4-H.  



Blaire Hollis
Parents: Robbie & Rachel Hollis 
Graduate of: Reitz High School
4-H Club: Perry M&Ms
Favorite Project: Minnie Mouse Costume for
Fashion Revue & Minnie Mouse tote bag I
made for Sewing Non-Wearable 
Future Plans: I plan to attend college at USI
for Exercise Science to become a Pediatric
Occupational Therapist. 
What difference has 4-H made in you life?
Ever since 3  grade, 4-H has taught me that
hard work and dedication pays off.  Learning
to sew with my Mimi throughout the
summer for the past 10 years has meant so
much to me and I cannot thank her enough. 

rd

Our club meetings, field trips, and activities have taught me communication
skills I will continue to use my entire career.  All the experiences I have had were
fun and I didn’t realize how much I was learning along the way. 

Adam Kemper  
Parents: Jennifer Kemper & Mark Kemper
Graduate of: North High School
4-H Club: Livestock Club
Favorite Project: Baking my apple pie and
showing my rabbit. 
Future Plans: I plan on attending Purdue
University in the fall and studying
Engineering.
What difference has 4-H made in you life?  4-H
has helped me with skills as time management.
For example, when I made my apple pie for the
fair I wanted to make it just in time so that it was
warm for the judges. After making the pie many
times I got a feel for how long it would take me
to make it the day of judging. I planned how long
it would take to fully complete the process and I
woke up accordingly that morning and finished
my pie right on time.



Parents: Eric & Nicole Luigs
Graduate of: North Posey High School
4-H Club: St. Wendel All-Star Clovers
Favorite Project: Rabbits
Future Plans: I plan to attend USI to
study Ag Business. 
What difference has 4-H made in your
life?  It has shown me how to care for
projects and animals. It has also given
me people skills.  

Isaac Luigs

Josie Nesbitt  
Parent: Kim Nesbitt
Graduate of: New Tech Institute
4-H Club: Dog Club, Horse & Pony Club,
Livestock Club, Junior Leaders
Favorite Project: Showing my horses and
showing my dog at the Fair. 
Future Plans: I plan to attend St. Mary’s of the
Woods College for Equine Science. 
What difference has 4-H made in you life?
I am grateful for the amazing mentors,
volunteers and friends I have met in 4-H. Over
the years 4-H has been a foundation for
developing many of my life skills, such as
public speaking, social skils, self-reflection and
responsibility. Without 4-H I would not have
had the opportunity to explore different
interests and ideas.  It’s about the process and 

improvement from year to year that is most important than the final ribbon. For
me 4-H is a life path way that I will always be thankful I had the opportunity to
experience.



Natalee Polage
Parents: Valerie & Craig Polage
Graduate of: Reitz High School
4-H Club: Perry M&Ms
Favorite Project: Woodworking & Creating With A
Mix
Future Plans: I plan to attend Indiana State
University to major in Applied Medicine to become a
Physical Therapist. 
What difference has 4-H made in you life?
4-H has taught me the importance in creativity and
being able to express ourselves in the things that we
do.  It has also brought me closer to my grandpa. He
helps guide me through my woodworking projects
every year and we always have so much fun.  4-H
has gave me amazing memories that I will never
forget. 

Brody Riggs
Parents: Todd & Shawna Riggs
Graduate of: Gibson Southern High School
4-H Club: Scott Achievers
Favorite Project: Dairy
Future Plans: Major in Civil Engineering and run
Track at the University of Evansville
What difference has 4-H made in you life? 4-H has
taught me how to take care of animals and do things
on my own. 



Katie Wiederkehr
Parents: Lorrie & Mike Wiederkehr
Graduate of: North High School
4-H Club: Scott Achievers
Favorite Project: Creating With A Mix & Cat
Show
Future Plans: I plan on attending the University
of Evansville in the fall and will be majoring in
Marketing. 
What difference has 4-H made in you life?  I have
been able to experience unique activities in 4-H
that are out of my comfort zone.  I have explored
various careers through the 4-H Academy, which
has been a lot of fun.  The cat show has allowed
me to express my creativity, while strengthening
my confidence.  I am thankful for the
opportunities and knowledge that I have gained
from 4-H because it has helped prepare me for
my future. 

Aiden Wargel
Parents: Stephanie Wargel & Craig Wargel
Graduate of: North High School
4-H Club: Livestock Club
Favorite Project: Basic Crafts & Swine 
Future Plans: Join the workforce. 
What difference has 4-H made in you life?
4-H has given me leadership opportunities
and personal growth opportunities through
community involvement and hands-on life
experiences. 



Not Pictured
Luke Dilger, Joseph Knea, Madelyn Schnell, Meredith

Smith, Kiley Standring, Ella Thomas

Eli Wininger

Parents: Ty & Kristin Wininger
Graduate of: Central High School
4-H Club: Centeriffic
Favorite Project: Creating With Legos
Future Plans: Attending USI in the fall to study
Kinesiology. 
What difference has 4-H made in you life?  It
has allowed me to connect with other people.
It has taught me responsibility and how to be a
leader.  

Addison Willett
Parents: Ken & Jennifer Willett
Graduate of: Mater Dei High School
4-H Club: Perry M&Ms
Favorite Project: Poultry
Future Plans: Study Biology and
Exercise Science on a pre-med track
at USI.
What difference has 4-H made in you
life?  4-H has allowed me to form
deeply rooted connections with my
community along with allowing me to
practice and grow leadership skills
that I will cherish throughout my life. 
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