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*Updated for 2023 

Description:  

This project will help youth learn beekeeping, the types of bees, the honey and wax they produce, 
the plants that attract bees, and the equipment a beekeeper needs. 

State Fair Entries: 

❖ 1 educational exhibit per county. 
❖ 1 honey exhibit per member, unlimited number of county entries. 

Exhibit Guidelines: 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a reference list indicating where 

information was obtained, giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H member’s exhibit. 
This reference list should/might include web site links, people and professionals interviewed, books, 
magazines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached to the back of a poster or display board, 
be the last page of a notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the public. A judge is not to 
discredit an exhibit for the way references are listed. 

Posters are to be 22”x28” and displayed horizontally and placed in a clear plastic sleeve or 
covered with clear plastic to protect contents. Display boards should be designed to sit on a table using 
no more than 36” of tabletop space. Space should be left in the lower right-hand corner to place an 
Exhibit Tag provided by Purdue Extension staff. 

Judges evaluating exhibits should recognize individual differences and creativity, therefore using 
information in this document as a guide rather than a requirement. 

Special Notes: 

• There are no age/grade specifications for beekeeping exhibits. No bee hives may be 
brought to the State Fair.  

• Honey water content will be measured.  

• Fill level: the honey should be filled to the jar shoulder, not over, nor under  

• Chunk honey should go in a wide-mouth jar, preferably one specially made for chunk 
honey (see beekeeping catalogs).  

• Be careful to distinguish "chunk honey"(comb in jar) from "cut comb" (comb only in box). 
Honey (including chunk, cut comb and comb) must be collected since the previous county 
fair.  

Exhibit Class Guidelines:  

• Educational Poster or Display (grades 3-12)  

Create an educational poster, notebook or display about any manual activity or on any 
beekeeping topic of choice that is age/grade appropriate.  Youth can also design and complete an 
independent study activity. 

 

 

https://extension.purdue.edu/news/county/clay/4-h/4-h-fillable-forms/poster-label-fillable1.pdf
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• Single Honey Product (grades 3-12) 
Exhibit one of the following: 

1. Extracted honey - 2 one-pound jars, shown in glass or clear plastic, screw-top jars holding 
1 pound of honey each. 

2. Chunk honey (comb in jar)- 2 one-pound jars (wide-mouth glass or clear plastic). 
3. Cut-comb honey - 2 one- pound boxes (These are usually 4 1/2" x 4 1/2" in size). 

 

• Two Honey Products (grades 3-12) 

Exhibit two of the four kinds of honey listed below. 

1. Extracted Honey - 2 one-pound jars (glass or clear plastic). 
2. Chunk Honey (comb in jar) - 2 one-pound jars (wide-mouth - glass or clear plastic). 
3. Cut-comb Honey - 2 one-pound boxes. Boxes are usually 4 1/2" x 4 1/2" 
4. Comb Honey - 2 sections (honey built by bees in frames of wood commonly called 

"sections." Boxes are usually 4 1/2" x 4 1/2" in size). 

Clay County Requirement: 

You will need to have a filled-out project record sheet to turn in with your project at judging. 

• Beekeeping Record Sheet: Division I 

• Beekeeping Record Sheet: Division II 

• Beekeeping Record Sheet: Advanced 

Manuals: 

Download or pick these up at the Extension Office! 

• Beekeeping I: Understanding the Honey bee 

• Beekeeping II: Working with Honey bees 

• Beekeeping: Advanced Beekeeping Methods 

• Beekeeping Facilitator's Guide 

References: 

https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/projects/4-h-project-beekeeping.html 

https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/_docs/projects/beekeeping/4-H-571A-W.pdf
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/_docs/projects/beekeeping/4-H-586A-W.pdf
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/_docs/projects/4-H-NR-AT.pdf
https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/item.asp?item_number=4-H-571-W&_ga=2.98583646.1703434638.1634153947-532974753.1634153947#.Va_Tvk3bLoo
https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/item.asp?item_number=4-H-586-W&_ga=2.98583646.1703434638.1634153947-532974753.1634153947#.Va_Tyk3bLoo
https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/item.asp?item_number=4-H-593-W&_ga=2.171132384.1703434638.1634153947-532974753.1634153947#.Va_T003bLoo
https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/item.asp?Item_Number=4-H-576-W&_ga=2.171132384.1703434638.1634153947-532974753.1634153947
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/projects/4-h-project-beekeeping.html

