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PURDUE EXTENSION 

LAWRENCE COUNTY AGRICULTURE &  

NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER 

ANR News: 

Effective immediately, anyone who wishes to borrow a soil probe or hay probe from 
our Extension Office can still do so but the deposit amount has changed to $40 
CASH so please be aware of  this and prepared when you come to our office to sign 
one out.  We appreciate your understanding with this policy change.  Thank you. 

CHANGES to borrowing Soil and Hay Probes from Ext. Office 

The Office of  the Indiana State Chemist (OISC) and the Indiana Pesticide Review Board have 
approved regulatory changes effective January 1, 2023.  Changes will be addressed at all 2023 
Private Applicator Recertification Programs (PARP).  Changes focus on restricted use pesticide 
application by certified applicators, recordkeeping, and restructuring of  penalties/fines.  
Additional info can be found: https://oisc.purdue.edu/pesticide/index.html under “News.”  

Indiana Pesticide Regulation Changes 

Read the most recent releases of articles over Ear Size Determination in Corn and Corn Responses to 

Drought Stress  (click on article title to be taken to web link). 

Corny News Network by Bob Nielsen 

Read the most recent releases of information from the Kentucky Pest News by clicking here. 

Kentucky Pest News Resource 

Management can help reduce the potential negative effect of dry weather on pasture. The publication is targeted 
toward beef producers, but the agronomic principles will be helpful to all livestock owners. 
 
The following is for your reference and distribution. Following the guidelines in the publication will make a 
difference to those that adopt their use. 
 
ID-528 When Forages are in Short Supply Because of Drought  

When Forages are in Short Supply 

Lots of fun opportunities to learn and explore at the annual state fair in Indianapolis.  Check out the daily 

schedule and upcoming events here: https://www.indianastatefair.com/events/2023/indiana-state-fair.   

Indiana State Fair 2023—July 28– August 20 

https://oisc.purdue.edu/pesticide/index.html
https://www.agry.purdue.edu/ext/corn/news/timeless/EarSize.html
https://www.agry.purdue.edu/ext/corn/news/timeless/CornRespDrought.html
https://www.agry.purdue.edu/ext/corn/news/timeless/CornRespDrought.html
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/?e=9e6e2b1758&u=9dec271e3ce221c39a07750cc&id=07196574b4
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/ID/ID-528-W.pdf
https://www.indianastatefair.com/events/2023/indiana-state-fair
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

Poultry Biosecurity Education  

The following information is from the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) and the Defend the Flock:  The current outbreak of  
highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) has resulted in the loss of  millions of  
poultry nationwide. People who raise chickens as a hobby or on small farms are 
especially vulnerable, as they often lack access to the expert veterinary care and 
training available to large commercial poultry growers. 

 To support poultry owners, USDA APHIS created the Defend the Flock 
public education campaign: a collection of  free online resources, many in 
multiple languages, that educate backyard poultry owners in simple practices that 
have been proven to help prevent disease. See the campaign at bit.ly/defend the 
flock. 

 USDA APHIS asks for your help in distributing these materials to your 
customers so that they can help poultry owners keep their birds safe. 

 This information needs to reach all poultry growers. Biosecurity is the key 
to keeping our nation’s poultry healthy and a responsibility that we all share. 
Working together, we can defend all flocks from avian influenza and other 
infectious diseases.  
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

August Horticulture Calendar 

Lawns, Tree Fruits, Landscape Plants,  

and Woody Ornamentals 

Indoor Plants and Activities 

Flowers, Vegetables and Small Fruits 

August 
• Check trees and shrubs that have been planted in 

recent years for girdling damage by guy wires, burlap 
or ropes. 

• Don’t fertilize woody plants now. It stimulates late 
growth that will not have time to harden off properly 
before winter. 

• Hand-prune and destroy bagworms, fall webworms 
and tent caterpillars. 

• Pears are best ripened off the tree, so do not wait for 
the fruit to turn yellowish on the tree. Harvest pears 
when color of fruit changes – usually from a dark 
green to a lighter green – and when the fruit is easily 
twisted and removed from the spur. 

• Prune out and destroy the raspberry and blackberry 
canes that bore fruits this year. They will not produce 
fruit again next year, but they may harbor insect and 
disease organisms. 

• If weather turns dry, keep newly established plants 
well watered. New plants should receive 1 to 1.5 
inches of water every week to 10 days. 

• Begin seeding new lawns or bare spots in established 
lawns in mid-August through mid-September. 

August 

• Take cuttings from plants such as impatiens, coleus, gerani-
ums and wax begonias to overwinter indoors. Root the cut-
tings in media such as moist vermiculite, perlite, peat moss or 
potting soil, rather than water. 

• Order spring-flowering bulbs for fall planting. 

• Cut flowers from the garden to bring a little color indoors or 
dry for everlasting arrangements. 

August 
• Keep the garden well watered during dry weather 

and free of weeds, insects and disease. 

• Complete fall garden planting by direct-seeding car-
rots, beets, kohlrabi, kale and snap beans early this 
month. Lettuce, spinach, radishes and green onions 
can be planted later in August and early September. 
Don’t forget to thin seedlings to appropriate spacing 
as needed. 

• Harvest onions after the tops yellow and fall, then 
cure them in a warm, dry, well-ventilated area. The 
necks should be free of moisture when fully cured in 
about a week’s time. 

• Harvest potatoes after the tops yellow and die. Pota-
toes also need to be cured before storage. 

• Pick beans, tomatoes, peppers and squash often to 
encourage further production. 

• Harvest watermelon when several factors indicate 
ripeness – the underside ground spot turns from 
whitish to creamy yellow; the tendril closest to the 
melon turns brown and shrivels; the rind loses its 
gloss and appears dull; and the melon produces a dull 
thud, rather than a ringing sound when thumped. 

• Harvest sweet corn when kernels are plump and 
ooze a milky juice when punctured with your finger-
nail. If the liquid is watery, you’re too early; if the 
kernels are doughy, you’re too late. 

• Keep faded flowers pinched off bedding plants to 
promote further flowering and improve plant ap-
pearance. 

• Spade or till soil for fall bulb planting, and add a 
moderate amount of fertilizer. 
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Though relatively easy to grow, green beans may not produce efficiently 
when adequate growing conditions are not met. 
Temperature is a key factor that affects bean production. High (above 85 
degrees F) or low (below 70 degrees F) can cause plants to create flowers 
but no beans. 
Periods of dryness between watering can also inhibit bean development. 
Hot, dry winds can exacerbate this problem. 
The best way to ensure a healthy bean crop is proper crop management. 
Use mulch to regulate soil temperature and retain moisture. Plant a wind-
break crop such as corn to shield green bean plants. Harvest beans regular-
ly to encourage the plants to continue producing. If beans are left on the plant beyond their peak harvest time 
they will use energy to develop seed rather than create new beans.  

Green Beans Producing Flowers but not Beans 

By: Ward Upham, Horticulture Specialist, Kansas State University 

 
During periods of drought, it may be necessary to prioritize which plants will be first in line 
to receive supplemental water due to time and water restrictions. As with many decisions, 
cost plays a major role in determining where to begin watering. 
Start with the large, established trees. These are the most difficult and expensive to re-
place if they don’t survive. They also take the longest to become established. While they 
may not require supplemental water during a short drought period, if it becomes pro-
longed established trees can still suffer. Next, care for the young trees which are still de-
veloping their root systems. 
Take care of shrubs next, followed by perennials, lawn and finally, annuals. This order will 
direct your attention to the plants that have had the most invested in them saving you time 
and money if you must replace plants that don’t survive.  

Prioritizing Water in the Landscape 

Watering Newly Planted Trees and Shrubs 
By: Ward Upham, Horticulture Specialist, Kansas State University 

 Young trees and shrubs have not established the root system 
necessary to survive extreme heat and dry spells without supplemental 
water. After planting, it is essential to keep the root ball area moist for 
several weeks, but even a couple years later it may be necessary to pe-
riodically apply water to the area. 
  
Give newly planted trees 10 gallons of water weekly. Apply the water 
slowly so it can sink deep into the root zone and promote new growth. 
Build a reservoir, about three to four-inches tall around the tree to keep 
the water in the desired area. Alternatively, drill a 1/8-inch hole in a plastic 5-gallon bucket. Place the 
bucket beneath the tree and fill with water. After it has drained fill it a second time. When it has emp-
tied, the tree will have received ten gallons. There are also bags available commercially that serve a 
similar purpose. They can be secured to the tree and filled with water which then slowly enters the 
soil. Mulch is recommended to help retain moisture, moderate soil temperature and prevent damage 
to the trunk from lawn mowers and other tools.  
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Monitoring soil moisture of fruit crops is important to preserve the quality of 
the harvest. Allowing fruit crops to be under heat or drought stress during 
fruit development restricts cell division. This directly affects the size of the 
mature fruit even if additional water is added later. Drought stress can also 
lead to wilting and yellowing leaves as well as leaf and fruit drop. Next 
year’s crop could be affected too as buds may fail to develop. 
The takeaway message is to monitor the soil at the rootzone to ensure 
proper moisture levels. This can be done by pushing a probe into the soil. 
A wooden dowel, rebar or even a screwdriver can work for this task. Try to 
insert the probe at least 8 to 12 inches. Dry soil will be very difficult to pen-
etrate indicating water should be applied. 
Add water slowly to the rootzone using a sprinkler, soaker hose, drip irrigation or other method. The amount 
of water necessary will vary depending on plant size, but use the soil probe as your indicator. When the 
probe can reach 12-inches into the soil, the moisture level should be adequate. 
Monitor fruit crops weekly during hot, dry weather. Newly planted fruit crops and strawberries, with shallow 
root systems, will need to be checked at least twice a week for soil moisture.   

Watering Fruit Plants During the Summer 

Should I Water My Lawn? 
By: Ward Upham, Horticulture Specialist, Kansas State University 

 
We have been receiving questions recently on whether to water lawns, es-
pecially the cool-season lawns tall fescue and Kentucky bluegrass. Tall 
fescue and Kentucky bluegrass can go drought dormant for 6 to 8 weeks 
without harm.  Therefore, some homeowners allow their lawn to go 
dormant during summers such as this.  However, when the rains return, 
the grass will be thin and weeds may become a problem.  The weeds can 
be controlled but that adds an additional expense.  Also, if we reach that 6-
week period, the grass needs to be given 1/4" of water a week to keep the 
crown hydrated so the turf doesn't die.  
If your lawn has been dormant for a while and are wondering if the turf is 
still alive, pull up an individual plant and separate the leaves from the crown. The crown is the area between 
the leaves and the roots. If it is still hard and not papery and dry, the plant is still alive. 
If you want to keep the grass going through the summer, wait until you see spots in the lawn turn a purplish 
hue and then water well so the soil is moist about 6 inches deep.  Continue to do this until the rains return.  Of 
course, watering more won't hurt except for your water bill.   

Please visit this link to read and learn from timely horticulture articles:   

https://hnr.k-state.edu/extension/horticulture-resource-center/horticulture-newsletter/ 

 

Interested in more horticulturally related articles? 

https://hnr.k-state.edu/extension/horticulture-resource-center/horticulture-newsletter/
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 



Lawrence County Agriculture and Natural Resources                                       August 2023

 

ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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PURDUE UNIVERSITY COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION SERVICE 

Lawrence County 
924 16th Street 

Bedford, IN 47121 
Cooperating with U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 
Phone: 812-275-4623 
Fax: 812-275-4131 
Email: odavis@purdue.edu 

PURDUE EXTENSION—Transforming 

lives and livelihoods through 

research-based education. 
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https://extension.purdue.edu/lawrence/Pages/default.aspx
https://extension.purdue.edu/lawrence/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/PurdueExtensionLawrenceCounty/
https://www.facebook.com/PurdueExtensionLawrenceCounty/

