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PURDUE EXTENSION 

LAWRENCE COUNTY AGRICULTURE &  

NATURAL RESOURCES NEWSLETTER 

ANR News: 

Effective immediately, anyone who wishes to borrow a soil probe or hay probe from 
our Extension Office can still do so but the deposit amount has changed to $40 
CASH so please be aware of  this and prepared when you come to our office to sign 
one out.  We appreciate your understanding with this policy change.  Thank you. 

CHANGES to borrowing Soil and Hay Probes from Ext. Office 

Join us for an informative workshop to learn about soil health basics and how they relate to your 
farming operation, the benefits of  organic matter, soil micro-organisms, and more! This event is free 
to attend. Thanks to sponsorship by the Indiana Soybean Alliance & Indiana Corn Marketing Council, 
applicator credits will be available at no cost as well! CCH categories 1, 14 & RT will be available. 

Soil Health Workshop set for March 7 in Paoli—PARP & CCHs 

ATTENTION: Producers & Custom Rate Applicators—Please take a few moments to fill out 
this custom rate survey if  you perform custom services and/or hire custom services. Even if  you 
can only fill out one or two items on the survey, any and all information is helpful!  This survey’s 
results are widely use by many like myself  in county offices to assist producers.  Surveys will be 
collected through the end of  March. Qualtrics Survey:  https://purdue.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/
form/SV_2shSaYGT7GyuLpY 

2023 Custom Rate Survey 

The Office of  the Indiana State Chemist (OISC) and the Indiana Pesticide Review Board have 
approved regulatory changes effective January 1, 2023.  Changes will be addressed at all 2023 
Private Applicator Recertification Programs (PARP).  Changes focus on restricted use pesticide 
application by certified applicators, recordkeeping, and restructuring of  penalties/fines.  

Indiana Pesticide Regulation Changes 

https://purdue.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2shSaYGT7GyuLpY
https://purdue.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2shSaYGT7GyuLpY
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

Timely Beef  Related Articles that Might be of  Interest: 

Go to this link (http://u.osu.edu/beef/) to find any of  the following provided 
by Stan Smith Extension Beef  Specialist with Ohio State University: 

• Plan Early for Breeding Your Beef  Cattle 

• Selecting your Replacement Heifers to Meet Long-term Herd Goals 

• Using Genomic Test Results for Commercial Heifer Selection 

• Estrus Synchronization Programs for Natural Service 

• Price is Only Part of  the Cow-calf  Revenue Story 

Helpful Articles and Links for Frost Seeding Legumes 

• Excellent article on the importance and how to Frost-seed Clover 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/01/18/frost-seeding-clover-a-recipe-for-success/ 

• Calibrating a Spinner Spreader, 5 min: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=E0wSBYlJDbw 

• Frost Seeding of  Clover – YouTube, 5 min; https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=dmBBBaLVg-Y 

• Precision Ag isn’t just for Row Crop Guys, 33 min; https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iun7J53Ds-g 

• Ten Tips to Help Livestock Producers Weather High Fertilizer Prices – Chris 
Teutsch, 21 min; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgIS2IBew0M 

• Rejuvenating Rundown Pastures: Pasture Renovations-Chris Teutsch, 40 min; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjLKnoPATZM 

Indiana Small Farm Conference, March 2-3 

The 2023 Indiana Small Farm Conference is March 2-3, 2023 at the Hendricks County Fairgrounds & 
Conference Center in Danville, IN 46122. More conference information is available at: https://
extension.purdue.edu/anr/_teams/dffs/small_farm_conference/sfc-2023.html.   

Indiana Small Farm Conference, March 2-3 

The 2023 Indiana Beef Producers Tour is visiting beef cattle opera-tions and beef-related agribusinesses in 
Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan from Monday, April 3 through Friday, April 7.  Contact Ophelia Davis, ANR 
Educator, at the Extension office 812-275-4623 or odavis@purdue.edu for additional tour information.  

Indiana Beef  Producers Tour, April 3-7 

http://u.osu.edu/beef/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/01/18/frost-seeding-clover-a-recipe-for-success/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/01/18/frost-seeding-clover-a-recipe-for-success/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/01/18/frost-seeding-clover-a-recipe-for-success/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmBBBaLVg-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmBBBaLVg-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iun7J53Ds-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iun7J53Ds-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgIS2IBew0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjLKnoPATZM
https://extension.purdue.edu/anr/_teams/dffs/small_farm_conference/sfc-2023.html
https://extension.purdue.edu/anr/_teams/dffs/small_farm_conference/sfc-2023.html
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

Executive Vice President of  the Indiana Beef  Cattle Association/
Indiana Beef  Council 

• The EVP is the chief  staff  officer of  this volunteer-driven, not-for-profit 
organization and serves as the direction of  the IBCA Executive Committee 
and the Board of  Directors. The EVP also oversees the collections and 
expenditures of  the Beef  Checkoff  in Indiana. The position is full-time and 
on-site at the office in Indianapolis, IN. To apply, complete the application 
provided. Applications will be accepted through January 25, 2023. 

https://www.indianabeef.org/indiana-beef-cattle-association/about-us/careers/
executive-vice-president 

Input Needed From Beef Producers with Survey 

Take this 10-minute academic research survey about “Adoption of  Bovine 
Respiratory Disease Biosensors ” https://purdue.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_bqqzYqxuAY2ghuZ for a 1-in-50 or greater chance to win a $100 gift card 
for Amazon or Walmart! You can help us better understand how beef  producers 
make decisions about accepting new technologies. 

https://www.indianabeef.org/indiana-beef-cattle-association/about-us/careers/executive-vice-president
https://www.indianabeef.org/indiana-beef-cattle-association/about-us/careers/executive-vice-president
https://purdue.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bqqzYqxuAY2ghuZ
https://purdue.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bqqzYqxuAY2ghuZ
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 

March Horticulture Calendar 

Lawns, Tree Fruits, Landscape Plants,  

and Woody Ornamentals 

Indoor Plants and Activities 

Flowers, Vegetables and Small Fruits 

March 

• Plant new trees and shrubs as soon as the soil dries 
enough to be worked. Plant bare-root plants before 
they leaf out. Soils may be exceptionally wet this 
spring as winter snows thaw.  

• Fertilize woody plants before new growth begins, 
but after soil temperatures have reached 40 degrees 
F.  

• Remove winter coverings from roses as soon as 
new growth begins. Prune out dead canes and ferti-
lize as needed. Delay pruning into live canes until 
after winter injury can be assessed.  

• Apply superior oil spray to control scale insects 
and mites when tips of leaves start to protrude from 
buds.  

• Prune trees and shrubs, except those that bloom 
early in spring, while plants are still dormant. If win-
ter injury is a concern, delay pruning until after die-
back; desiccation injury can be assessed as plants 
come out of dormancy.  

March 
• Start garden seeds indoors for transplanting out-
doors later in spring.  

• Check stored bulbs and produce for decay; discard 
damaged items.  

• Prune, repot and clean houseplants as needed.  

• Begin fertilizing houseplants as new growth ap-
pears. Keep spent leaves and flowers removed to im-
prove appearance and encourage more blooms.  

March 
• Gradually harden off transplants by setting them 
out-doors during the daytime for about a week be-
fore plant-ing.  

• Follow last fall's soil test recommendations for fer-
tilizer and pH adjustment. It's not too late to test 
soil if you missed last year.  

• Start seeds of warm-season vegetables and flowers 
in-doors; in northern and central Indiana, wait until 
the end of March or early April. Transplant to the 
garden after danger of frost has passed.  

• Watch for blooms of early spring bulbs, such as 
daffo-dils, squill, crocus, dwarf iris and snowdrops.  

• Remove old asparagus and rhubarb tops, and sid-
edress the plants with nitrogen or manure. Plant or 
transplant asparagus, rhubarb and small fruit plants.  

• Remove winter mulch from strawberry beds as 
soon as new growth begins, but keep the mulch 
nearby to protect against frost and freezes.  

• Remove weak, diseased or damaged canes from 
rasp-berry plants before new growth begins. Re-
move old fruit-ing canes if not removed last year, 
and shorten remaining canes if necessary.  

• Prune grapevines after winter injury can be as-
sessed.  

• Plant cool-season vegetables and flowers as soon 
as the ground has dried enough to work. Do NOT 
work the soil while it is wet; wait until it crumbles in 
your hand. If the soil forms a solid ball when 
squeezed, it's still too wet.  
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By: Ward Upham, Horticulture Specialist, Kansas State University 

Raspberries and blackberries are perennial plants with biennial canes. 
In other words, a single plant will last many years but an individual 
cane will only live for two. In a cane’s first year, it will grow but will not 
produce fruit. The second year, it will fruit and then die. Though these 
canes can be removed after they have finished fruiting, many garden-
ers wait until now to remove them.  

 

Dead canes are not difficult to identify. They are a much lighter color 
than live canes and are dry and brittle. These canes should be re-
moved and discarded. The remaining canes should be thinned but the type of growth determines exactly 
how this should be done.  

 

Black and purple raspberries and thornless blackberries: These tend to grow in a clump. Remove all the 
canes but 5 to 7 of the largest and healthiest in each clump. Cut back the remaining canes to living tissue 
if there was winter damage. With black raspberries, eight to 10 buds per lateral (side shoots) are usually 
enough. Cut laterals back to leave the recommended number of buds. Purple raspberries and thornless 
blackberries are more vigorous than black, so leave a few more buds per lateral. Thornless blackberries 
will also produce a few suckers that come up some distance from the clump. These should be removed 
or dug and transplanted to increase the planting.  

 

Red raspberries and thorny blackberries: These two sucker badly and will fill the row with new plants. 
Prune out small canes within the row so that there are strong canes 4 to 6 inches apart. Head back all 
the remaining canes to about 5 feet. There is no need to prune back any laterals present. Keep aisles 
free of new suckers during the summer by mowing.  

 

Everbearing red raspberries and blackberries: We now have what is called ever-bearing red raspberries 
and everbearing thorny blackberries. These are the exception to the rule in that they will bear fruit on first
-year canes. Therefore, you can cut all canes to the ground in the winter and still have fruit. Examples 
include Heritage red raspberry and Prime-Jim, Prime-Jan, Prime Ark 45 and Prime Ark Freedom black-
berries. For more detail and line-drawings that illustrate pruning techniques, see our publication titled, 
“Raspberries and Blackberries” at http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/mf720.pdf.  

Pruning Raspberries and Blackberries  

Reminders 

By: Ward Upham, Horticulture Specialist, Kansas State University 

• Cover strawberry plants with mulch so they don’t heave out of the ground this winter.  

Please visit this link to read and learn from timely horticulture articles:   
https://hnr.k-state.edu/extension/horticulture-resource-center/horticulture-newsletter/ 
 

Interested in more horticulturally related articles? 

http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/mf720.pdf
https://hnr.k-state.edu/extension/horticulture-resource-center/horticulture-newsletter/
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 



Lawrence County Agriculture and Natural Resources                                       March 2023

 

ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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ANR News in-brief  items for your consideration… (cont.) 
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PURDUE UNIVERSITY COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION SERVICE 

Lawrence County 
924 16th Street 

Bedford, IN 47121 
Cooperating with U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 
Phone: 812-275-4623 
Fax: 812-275-4131 
Email: odavis@purdue.edu 

PURDUE EXTENSION—Transforming 

lives and livelihoods through 

research-based education. 
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