g& Rainscaping Education Program

Demonstration Rain Garden

County Name Knox

Background Information

In November of 2021, a rain garden was
established at Ouabache Trails Park which is a
County Park located in Vincennes, Indiana. This
was a partnership with the Knox County Parks
and Recreation Department, Cooperative
Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA),
and Soil and Water Conservation District. There
is a circle drive and this garden is in the center of
that and is situated between the Nature Center
and their shop area. This area was previously a
grassy area and in the past there was also a
small vegetable garden in part of it. This site
was chosen in order to collect some of the
storm water coming from the nature center,
shop, and the road. It is also a site that is visible
to the public and will hopefully be used as parts
of programs offered there and as a conversation
piece. This will hopefully decrease the amount
of water that stands on the road during rain
events. When conducting the infiltration test it
was found that there are two different soil types
in the garden area and one drained more rapidly
than the other. In order to overcome that the
rain garden has a 4" deep pool that slopes down
to an 8” pool. There is also a fairly shaded area
so species were selected that could tolerate part
shade. All of the plants are native plants to
Indiana and provided by the Knox County
CISMA. The Knox County Parks Department
provided the land, excavation and mulch. There
were two planting days with 17 volunteers over
both days for approximately 25 manhours to
complete planting. Approximately 400 plants
were installed in this garden.
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ﬁ% Rainscaping Education Program

County Name Knox

Garden Design: Plantings and Information

Plant Scientific Name

Penstemon digitalis
Lobelia siphilitica
Baptisia australis
Carex vulpinoidea
Carex frankii

Lobelia cardinalis
Verbena hastate
Asclepias incarnate
Hibiscus moscheutos
Senna hebecarpa
Chasmanthium latifolium
Iris virginica shrevei

Eupatorium colestinum
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Common Name

Foxglove beardtongue
Great blue lobelia
Blue false indigo
Fox sedge

Frank’s sedge
Cardinal flower

Blue vervain
Swamp milkweed
Swamp rose mallow
Northern wild senna
Northern sea oats
Blue flag iris

Blue mistflower
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County Name Knox

Maintenance Plan: Establishment Period

* Weeding- every 2-4 weeks for first 6 months

* Track progress of garden and water and replace plants as needed

Maintenance Plan: Post Establishment Period

* Fertilizing: Not necessary
* Watering: As needed, during dry spells in the summer

* Weeding: As necessary, especially check in spring

Mulch: As necessary, check yearly
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County Name Knox

Maintenance Plan: Establishment Period

* Year round: weeding

* Spring: weeding, prune stems back, add mulch (if needed)
* Summer: watering, as needed

* Fall: prune tall stems back

¢ Winter: n/a
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Demonstration Rain Garden

County Name Knox

Resource Contact

Will Drews- Soil and Water Conservation District: (812-882-8210)
Rhonda Foster- Knox County Parks and Recreation: (812-882-4316)
Purdue Extension-Knox County: (812-882-3509)

About the Rainscaping Education Program

The Rainscaping Education Program is a bi-state partnership which offers state-wide
training for Master Gardeners, conservation agencies and organizations, stormwater
professionals, and landscape companies and consultants.

The two day workshop sessions cover an introduction to rainscaping and rain gardens with
specific modules for rain garden site selection, plant selection and garden design,
installation, maintenance, and community engagement.

Workshops include hands-on activities, interactive discussions, and field trips to community

rainscaping projects. Participants also gain experience through creation of a demonstration
rain garden with community partners in a public space.

About Our University Partners

Purdue University prohibits discrimination against any member of the University community on the basis of race, religion, color,
sex, age, national origin or ancestry, genetic information, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, disability, or status as a veteran.

College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences. University of Illinois, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Local
Extension Councils Cooperating. University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.

Illinois Extension
I ‘ UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS URBANA-CHAMPAIGN Sea Grant

ILLINOIS—INDIANA

4@ PURDUE Extension
m > ' UNIVERSITY



	Background Information
	Garden Design: Plantings and Information
	Maintenance Plan: Establishment and Post Establishment
	Maintenance Plan: Single Entry
	About the Program

